
1  

This is an interview for the Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church Oral History Project funded by 

the Mississippi Humanities Council. The interview is with Phineas Stevens, member of Galloway United 

Methodist Church. It is being recorded in Asheville, North Carolina on July 2, 2013. The interviewer is 

Ginnie Munford. 

 

This is Ginnie Munford. Today is Tuesday, July 2, 2013. I am interviewing Phineas Stevens at his home in 

Asheville, North Carolina about his memories of Galloway Methodist Church in Jackson. Italicized parts 

were contributions/clarifications by Pat, wife of Phineas Stevens. 

GM:  Would you state and spell your name? 
 

PS: Phineas Stevens. P-h+n-e-a-s S-t-e-v-e-n-s. 

GM:  When and where were you born? 

PS: At 702 North Street, Jackson, Mississippi. 

GM:  And what was the date? 

PS:  December 20, 1917. 
 

GM:  Who were your parents? 
 

PS:  My mother was the daughter of a Methodist minister, Ethel Featherstone.  My father was a lawyer, a 

retired Justice of the Mississippi Supreme Court.  John Morgan Stevens. 

GM:  Tell us about your family's history at Galloway. 
 
PS: My father, John Morgan Stevens, Jr, the eldest of the Stevens eight children (2 died very young) must 
have been a wonderful person from all I have heard. He had rheumatic fever as a young boy and that 
disease caused him to have huge heart. He attended Law School at the University of Michigan and practiced 
law with his father and, reportedly, was a splendid lawyer.  He was president of the Mississippi Junior Bar 
Association (as was Phinny)  
  
John Morgan married Dorothy McNeil of Hazlehurst, daughter of a fine lawyer.  John Morgan was buried on 
his 40th birthday, having suffered a heart attack while undergoing essential surgery.    
 
John Morgan Stevens, Sr., Judge Stevens, (after his serving on the Mississippi Supreme Court), spent many 
hours on work in connection with his position as a member of the Supreme Judicial Council of the United 
Methodist Church.  Judge S. had one entire filing cabinet filled with briefs and pleadings—mostly relevant to 
ownership of church property was born and raised in south Mississippi, south of...in the Hattiesburg area 
and was a Judge of the Chancery Court in south Mississippi when he was appointed in 1915 to the 
Mississippi Supreme Court and that required his presence in Jackson almost on a continuous basis. So 
the family moved from Hattiesburg to Jackson and purchased a home at 702 North Street in Jackson. I was 
born in that house.  My younger brother was born in Jackson and I guess we were the first of our family 
that ...the others were born in Hattiesburg. And that's where I lived until I got married and established  our 
own home there. But I grew up in Galloway Church. My first recollections of Galloway Church was when I 
would go with the family (John Morgan Stevens, Jr, Phineas Stevens, Francis Bigelow Stevens) on Sunday 
morning and I would go into the entrance on ...what is it, Congress Street....opposite Smith Park....and walk 

down those steps and go into the room where they had a sandbox for the children ...a raised sandbox. 

GM: They had a sandbox inside? 
 

PS: Inside! It was raised where you could walk all around it and play in the sand. And when...my first 

recollection of going to Galloway ....my mother would take me and deposit me with the children right 
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there. And I would be in the sandbox until church was over. Later, when I grew a little older I would go 

into the adjoining room where they had a Sunday morning service, Sunday School for the older children. 

And I would stay in there until church service was out and my parents would come and get me. But I can 

remember that very clearly, those days down there. 

GM:  When you had Sunday School with the older children, were the boys and girls together? 

 

PS: Yeah, they were . 

 
GM: Do you remember any particular teachers or leaders in the Church that were important when you 

were a child? 

PS: Well, uh, I had some very good Sunday School teachers. Mrs. Ezelle....uh...l'm trying to think ...my 

memory just  isn't very good on that! 

GM: Would Mrs. Ezelle be Bob Ezelle's mother? 
 

PS: That's right. It would . And after I was a little older, I would sit in the balcony during the Sunday 

morning service and my parents would be downstairs . Frequently, though, I would sit with my parents 

during the Sunday service. My recollection primarily of Galloway Church service involves Dr. Selah. And 

I thought he was wonderful and I got to be very close with Dr. Selah on a personal basis... when I was a 

member of the official Board, then called the Board of Stewards and was elected Chairman of the Board 

of Stewards which required me to deal with Dr. Selah on an administrative basis and although Dr. Selah 

was a wonderful pew preacher and a good pastor...but he absolutely had no interest whatever in 

administration. He didn't want to be bothered with anything except an opportunity to preach. And so 

the operation of the church was something that he endured but did not care anything about it at all. 

And he and I became great friends. 
 
GM: And when would that have been approximately?  After the war .... 

 

PS: That would have been after the war. We were married in 1949 and Phinny was Chairman of the Board a 

few years after that. 

 
GM:  Can you remember any important events during that   time? 

 

PS: Oh yes.  There were very important events, the most important being when there was a breakup. 

This would've been segregation and the Church's position. I was Chairman of the official Board, then 

called the Board of Stewards at Galloway, when we had quite a flare up led by Mr. Ellis Wright, of Wright 

and Ferguson.  His son John was a member of the Board of Stewards.  His son Ellis left the church and 

was in another church.  His son Charles was my closest friend and quite a bit older than me but   both 

were my closest friends. And Mr. Ellis Wright stood up in the church Board of Stewards meeting and 

just announced his contempt for what Dr. Selah was doing and walked out and never came back. His 

son John went with him. And he established the Independent Methodist Church. Built his church 

building on Riverside Drive which later became acquired by Belhaven College. But he established a 

Mississippi Independent Methodist Church there. It was a traumatic experience because the Wright 

family had been very close to me. Charles Wright was my closest friend. And when Mr. Ellis Wright 

walked out it was quite a shock and I was Chairman of the Board when he did so. It really was quite 

a traumatic experience for me.
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GM: Well, talk to us a little bit about Dr. Selah. He was not from the Mississippi Conference . Do you 

know how Galloway came to have Dr. Selah serve as its pastor? 

PS: No, he succeeded Dr. Sullivan, who went to Meridian. Let's see, am I saying that right? Was it Dr. 

Sullivan?  No...l'm not saying that name correctly. But anyhow ...l was there when he came.  That was 

in...l think he came while I was off during the war years because I was away from Jackson for some 6 

years during the war years.  First in the FBI, later in the Navy in the South Pacific.  So I missed out on all 

those early events at Galloway Church with Dr. Selah. 

GM:  How had the Church changed during the war years? 
 

PS: Well, Dr. Selah changed it a good bit because he was so liberal in his views, his theology and socially.  

Dr. Selah was clear in opposing school integration, but clear as we all know from his action—that the 

church be open to all. “No color ban at the foot of the cross.”  Liberal being a term whose definition varied.  

Although we both loved Dr. Selah and he and Phinny were very close, we know he was trying (as Phinny 

had when he was Chairman of the Board) to hold the church together.  As you see by the sermon 

enclosed, he espoused the old “separate but equal” and Phinny and I were in favor of full racial 

integration—no restrictions due to gender, color, ethnic background. And it was during the war years that 

the climate for social justice in Mississippi was slowly evolving.  And it was after the War that it became 

more and more of a prominent issue in   Mississippi. 

GM: Tell us about your family's involvement in that. 
 

PS: My family moved from Hattiesburg, Mississippi to Jackson when my father, who had been a 

Chancery Judge in South Mississippi, was appointed to the Mississippi Supreme Court and instead of 

commuting he moved the family from Hattiesburg to Jackson. Bought the old Kennington home, corner 

of North Street and George, 702 North Street. And that's where I was born, my younger brother was born. 

We grew up there, right there on that corner. My mother's father was a Methodist minister. She was 

born in a Methodist parsonage while her father was temporarily doing missionary work with the Indians 

in California. So she always explained "I was born in Mississippi while my parents were temporarily in 

California!" Because she did move to Mississippi at an early age and went to Woodville, Mississippi.  She 

grew up in Woodville, Mississippi.  My grandfather established the Woodville College for girls.  My 

grandmother taught and was a member of the facility.  The oldest daughter was a member of the facility. 

And he was the President of the Woodville School for Girls there.  Later, it became where it was College. 

GM: Well, when your mother was an adult at Galloway, what was her involvement in social justice 

issues? 

PS: She was very active in the Women of the Church, what they called the Women's Missionary Society. 

But she had views that were different from most of the women of the church. She was driving one day 

on this Blair Street I think it was....just a block from the Mississippi State Capitol on a dirt road and 

encountered a group of young black children playing in the middle of the dirt road and she stopped her 

car and got out and said "Why are you playing in the street? Why don't you get out of the street?" "We 

don't have any other place to play."  And that stuck with her.  She then set about to form an organization 

that formed Bethlehem Center. And she steered the creation of Bethlehem Center. She toured the stateto 

raise money for that and all. And she was the first President of Bethlehem Center and established
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that. Ethel and Eudora’s mother, Chestina Andrews Welty, were part of a small group who started the 

Jackson Little Theatre. Ethel acted in LT plays and also wrote plays and poetry. She was a great 

gardener. 

GM:  And it's still going. 
 

PS: Still going. As a young bride in Jackson, my wife worked there in the well-baby clinic, weighing little 
black baby girls that sat there. Hey.  I got to weigh the boys also.  This was done in partnership with the 

Junior League and Jean Butler (unskilled) and I did work that relieved nurses. 
 

GM: When you were talking about your mother driving on dirt roads in downtown Jackson, tell us what 

Jackson was like when you were a child.  Did most of the people drive to church?  Or did people... 

PS: Of course everyone would drive to church because we had paved roads. I can remember when I 

was quite small living on the corner of North Street and George, 702 North Street. I can recall when 

North Street was paved and George Street along the side there was paved.  And I can recall my 

grandparents there first when I was quite small, he was a Methodist minister and was retired and lived 

in our home. And I can recall the doctor coming to attend to my grandparents.  The doctor would arrive in 

the horse and buggy and say leave it right in front of the house there. And come in and tend to these 

elderly people.  Later my father built a house for them about a block away on Jefferson Street there. 

And they moved up there and that's where they lived the rest of their life. 

 
GM: When you were a boy coming to Galloway, was there just one service on Sunday? 

PS: Yes.  And then there was a Sunday night  service. 

GM:  Did your family go to both services? 

 
PS: Sometimes but not regularly. But my first official position at Galloway was Chairman of the Ushers 

Committee and as such I had to be there for every service, which included Sunday night and Wednesday 

night service.  And I had to see that we had ushers available to pass the plate to take up the collection 

and all for every service.  So I was there for three services every week. 

GM: And at that time were all the ushers men? 

PS: Yes absolutely. 

GM: And everybody wore a coat and tie to church anytime? 

PS: Oh absolutely. 

GM: Even on Wednesday night? 

PS: Oh absolutely.  I did too. 

GM: What were the activities for women? 

 

PS: Well, the Women's Missionary Society was the most active organization. My mother was very active in 

establishing the YWCA in Jackson and established a branch for black girls.  That grew out of the fact that 

there was no organized activity for young black girls in Jackson at that time. We had a large screened 

porch on our house at 702 North Street. My mother was an excellent seamstress, did a lot of
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sewing. She said all young black girls need to know how to sew because it's an activity that would help 

them all their life. She started a sewing class that met on Saturday morning on our back porch. She 

taught them how to sew but she taught them a lot of other things too. And I remember years later I was 

presiding over some meeting in Jackson I forget what it was...and there was a handsome black woman, 

the only woman present, wearing a hat and when the meeting was over she didn't leave. But when 

everybody else came, she walked up and said "I don't know you. You talk like you're the son of Mary 

Ethyl Stevens, I know her son Francis, I don't know you." And I said "Yes". And you talk like you are....l 

called her name I've forgotten what it is now. She said "Yes, that's right! That's who I am!"   

 

My mother... established this Girl Scout troop you know. The other thing I remember she did...she would 

go once a week by train to Columbia, Mississippi where she was on the Board of the Mississippi School 

for Delinquent Children. She was on that Board and would go once a week to Board meetings in 

Columbia, Mississippi riding the train down there and back. 

 

Ethel Featherstone Stevens: Ethel was a fabulous woman.  She and other woman (from McComb) went to 
Atlanta in 1930 to participate in the creation of the “Association of Southern Women for the Prevention of 
Lynching” (Jessie Daniel Ames).  By November 1931 almost 700 Mississippi women had joined the 
Mississippi chapter. (We have 4 books documenting Ethel’s success with the “Mississippi Plan.”  Ethel is 
referred to as a “Methodist Missionary Society leader.”)  
 
When I was a bride and shortly after I joined Galloway (I soon became Chairman of Education of Women) at 
Galloway – converts—I taught Sunday School and as the doctrine (not merely a recommendation) at the 
time was “Total Abstinence” from alcoholic beverages.  I suggested to Phinny that we give up alcohol usage.  
He said I was “crazy.” 
  
Back to Ethel-- I was told that my mother-in-law was the first woman (maybe “person”) to introduce to a large 
Galloway assembly a black woman by a “courtesy title.” Ethel was Chairman of the Y.W.C.A.  I remember 
the story years later when Decca Mitford, visiting you, I believe, and I sat in my car outside the “Y” and 
Decca told me about “Mrs. Stevens.”  I have been told that Ethel started the YWCA for black girls.  I know 
she started the first African American Girl Scout troop---would be called paternalistic now, of course. 
  
The book, “Scotsboro Case in Mississippi” (Supreme Court & Brown vs. Mississippi) documents the work 
Ethel did touring the state with the Episcopal Bishop to raise money for the expenses for the appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court.  Phinny says his father wrote the brief, and it was presented to the U.S. Supreme Court 
by former Gov. Brewer.  In the book Ethel is referred to as a “key leader of the interracial movement in 
Mississippi.” Jim Dombrowski told me he was given the names of “Judge and Mrs. J. Morgan Stevens” as 
friendly to his cause should Jim go to Mississippi.  However, Ethel had diverse interests. 

 

GM: As far as Galloway's involvement in the community, what would you say characterized its role in 

the community? 

 

PS: Its primary role really was the spiritual branch of Millsaps College. It was so close to Millsaps 

College in every respect. Most of the professors at Millsaps were members of Galloway. It was just 

almost a branch, you might say, of Millsaps College at that time. 

GM: Did the college students often attend Galloway? 

PS: Yes, they did. 

GM: Were there any interdenominational activities that Galloway participated in in those years after 
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the war? 

PS: None that I can recall. Now you say after the war? I don't recall any. 

GM: Were there every any kind of interracial meetings or activities at all? 

 

PS: Yes, there were. I can remember on one occasion a young black teenage boy he lived in our home 

for about a week while attending classes or something at Galloway Church. We had a very close 

neighbor and my son would come from Bailey Jr. High School and his closest friend was a young black 

boy. They would come over to our house after school and one day, the father of the young girl who  

lived right by our driveway came to my office. And he said, of course you have a perfect right to have in 

your home anyone you want.  But I want to know if there i s  any truth to the rumor that you're going 

to 

adopt this young black boy so that he can go to Bailey Jr. High with your son, that's what we understand. 

And when the bomb comes it will come where his bedroom is, right by my daughter's bedroom there. I 

said, I've never heard that rumor so there's nothing to it. 

The story is as Phin expressed except that Stuart was at Murrah High School and the young black friend was 
the sole African American lad among a small group of boys who were often in our home.  The rumor of 
adoption was started because there was redistricting of the schools and the black student would not have 
been able (due to home location) to attend Murrah to complete high school and to graduate with these 
friends. I don’t remember the part of involvement with Galloway classes but that is possible.  

 

GM: Phinny, you mentioned your mother's involvement with Girl Scouts. Did Galloway have a Boy 

Scout troop? 

PS: It had Scout Troop 5, one of the better Boy Scout troops in Jackson. And I've thought about it...l 

can't explain exactly why but I did not belong to Troop 5 at Galloway Church. I belonged to Troop 8 at 

First Baptist Church. I can't remember exactly why but the scout master at Troop 8 was someone that I 

was close to and not the ones at Galloway Church. I can't explain exactly what happened there. 

GM:  Do you remember any outstanding scout leaders that came through Galloway? 
 

PS: Yes, there were the Ridgway boys, I know that. But it was something I think ...l joined Troop 8 at the 

First Baptist Church rather than Troop 5 at Galloway just because I had more friends there. 

GM:  Did the Boy Scout troop go on campouts? 
 

PS: Yeah, we went to Camp Kickapoo. I always went to Camp Kickapoo in the summer there. Later on 

my activity in scouting...my older brother had been really the sponsor of the troop at Galloway Church. 

He was the scout master and really the sponsor during his lifetime. 

GM:  And what was his name? 
 

PS: John Morgan Stevens Jr. He was my mentor, my role model. He was 12 years older than me. My 

father was a great Judge and individual but he was rather....and he was great with little babies but at a 

certain point he would turn them over and not have anything much to do with them afterwards.  He and 

I were never very very close. But my older brother John Morgan was my idol, my mentor....and he had a 
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young daughter that I was kinda the uncle of, that took care of her. And it was my older brother that 

really did things for me that my father would never think about doing. 

GM:  And he was one of the scout leaders? 
 

PS: Yes he was one of the scout leaders. But that was an activity that he did independently of me.  But 

he was a scout leader at Galloway Church. He was my role model, not my father. But unfortunately he 

had a congenital heart defect that limited his activities. And as a result, his activities were restrained to 

the extent that when he would have a flare up, he couldn't even come to the office. And after the war 

when I finally got released and I had worked in the law firm all of my life as a young student as an office 

boy. But when I became a lawyer and went into the firm under my older brother's guidance, he never 

worked a full day. He would go home at noon, take a nap and just stay there the rest of the afternoon 

because he wasn't strong enough to come back. One day he went home and somehow or another I 

learned that he had gone to the Baptist Hospital. He had had a flare up and he had an enlarged heart as 

a result of a flare up as a child and I'd heard he'd been taken to the Baptist Hospital so I left and went 

immediately to the Baptist Hospital. And my last visit with him was as they were wheeling him into the 

operating room where he died on the operating table. 

But I'll never forget one thing. "In Volume So-and-So Southern Reporter"-1 can't remember the number 

"you'II find some money. It belongs--" ...he gave me the name... of a black client. Said he came into the 

office and had some cash money that he wanted to put down on the purchase of some property. "I was 

getting ready to leave to go home and I didn't have a chance to put it in the bank. And that was the 

custom in those days. Lawyers would put cash money in Volume So-and-So and they would remember 

where it was and if he hadn't told me that, some day this black man would've walked in and wanted to 

know about his money and I wouldn't have known anything about it. And some day somebody would've 

pulled out that volume out of Southern Reporter and found cash in there. That was the last thing my 

brother told me.  There's so and so money in Volume So-and-So Southern Reporter, Southern Second 

that belongs to ...as they were wheeling him into the operating room from which he did not recover 

there. 

GM:  So all 3 of the men in your family in your generation were trained as lawyers? 
 

PS: That's right. My younger brother, really younger than me, was a second lieutenant infantry, he was an 

ROTC Student at Ole Miss. Went from graduation into active duty in 1942, I guess it was. And ended up 

leading the 9th Patrol in Belgium at midnight where they encountered unexpected opposition and were 

just being shot. He ordered his platoon back and then he was shot and just passed out. The next morning 

he found he was alive, could move only his legs. He started moving his legs when he heard a voice in 

perfect English, "If you can get here we will help you."  He turned his head and he was looking up at the 

German machine gun embankment that had shot him. So he pushed with his heels until they    could 

reach over and pull him in. None of them could speak English except for a medic who came in and 

Francis said to him he couldn't speak English. Of course he couldn't speak German. But .........they had a 

bond and he was treating Francis who had gotten some cluster bullets from a machine gun unit, went 

through his neck.  One of them lodged in his chest, was there the rest of his life.  They couldn't get it out.  

And finally they said, "You're mended, we'll have to send you home."  And they put him on a  boxcar and 

he ended up in a prisoner of war camp in Poland. 

GM:  Did he come back to Jackson and practice? 
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PS: Yeah, I was overseas in the South Pacific. I knew none of this.  But he ended up in this prisoner of 

war camp in Poland. The official report was he was Missing In Action. That was the telegram that the 

family received. But he was taken to the prisoner of war camp in the hospital and a fraternity brother of 

ours from Ole Miss had been there, heard that Lt. Stevens from Mississippi was in the hospital said, "Is it 

Phineas or Francis?"  And he went up to see him and his letters are coming home, he wrote his family 

that he'd visited Francis Stevens, and his family in Mississippi called my mother and that's the first they 

knew that he was alive then. But I was way out in the South Pacific then. I didn't know anything about 

that. 

Francis had a B.A. in English and went to war.  When he returned he worked briefly for George Wilkinson 
and then, with a wife and child and ½ entered the University of Mississippi Law School.  Upon graduation, he 
entered Butler Snow O’Mara Stevens & Cannada.  Francis was a WARRIOR for human rights---he has a 
rich history. 
 

GM: When Francis came back, did he ...was he active at Galloway? 

 

PS: He was active at Galloway for a very short time and realized that his views were not compatible with 

the views of the leaders at Galloway Church. He left and let's see...that's when he left the Church, went 

back to Ole Miss and went to Law School. So he never again came back as a member of Galloway 

Church. 

GM:  You also had a sister, tell us about her. 
 

PS:  I had 2 sisters.  Two older sisters.  The oldest one went to Millsaps, graduated from Millsaps, married a 
classmate from Millsaps. She and her husband were both University professors. Ended up as the head of 
the Sociology department at the University of Florida.  But he died fairly young and she   went back to 

college and became a teacher of Sociology.  One summer Emily White Stevens MacLockearn taught the 
First Sociology course ever taught at Sewanee.  She went there many summers.  Sewanee allowed her to 
choose the topic and she taught “Utopian Societies.” 
 

My other sister ....let me think now...she went to graduate school and was in graduate school at the 

University of Iowa when she met a fellow graduate student and they got married.  He went to Medical 

School and ended up as a professor of Medicine. 

They came back, finally they ended up in Mississippi. 
 

GM: Back to Dr.Selah, Phinny, you left and went to the Episcopal Church at some point.  Were you still 

at Galloway or were you in Jackson that dramatic Sunday when Dr. Selah left the Church? 

PS: I had already left. 
We knew there was to be a confrontation that Sunday and so we planned our day accordingly and heard it 
all on radio, very emotional.  
 

GM: Is there anything else you'd like to tell us about your memories as a child or as a young man at 

Galloway? 

PS: Well, I'll always remember my grandfather who was a retired Methodist minister.  And lived at first in 

our home until my father built a home in the neighborhood for them. And he would always assist in the 

service at Galloway.  Would lead a prayer; would assist in passing the collection plate and that type of 

thing. We always sat in the same pew, the second one from the front there. That's what I remember 

about him. 
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Phinny has told me that his Grandfather told him that as he (Walter Featherstum) moved from place to place 
he would seek out the local Rabbi as soon as possible because he always found the Rabbi so intelligent and 
well educated.  

GM:  Do you remember any other families that were usually in a particular place in the Church? 
 

PS: Oh, they all had their place! The Ridgways - I could spot exactly where the Ridgways were. I always 

knew where Dr. Shands was. And the other thing...everybody pretty much would come into the same 

place every Sunday there. 

 

{Handling some papers) I don't know how I ended up with this one but he had these printed his 

sermons. They were available ...(reading) "We are in for a long controversy over segregation. It is a vital 

issue especially in sections of the country where the colored population is heavy. There will be people  

on both sides of the debate who will become acrimonious. They will be tempted to substitute emotion 

for reason and bitterness of spirit, rend the fabric of Christian fellowship and trample freedom of 

expression underfoot.  Therefore, it is in order for us to keep certain points in mind." 

GM:  And you're reading from something Dr. Selah wrote? 
 

PS: It's a printed copy of a sermon that he gave on March 23, 1958. He had these little things printed 

frequently. (reading) "This sermon is by Dr. W. B. Selah, is being distributed by a member of the 

congregation in the belief that it will be at the interest of Methodism throughout  Mississippi." 

GM:  So these little pamphlets were available for you to give out to friends? 
 

PS: Yeah, I don't remember if every sermon was printed but I remember this one so much in the climate 

of freedom there.  "Somewhere there is no color bar to follow the cross." 

 

GM: Well, thank you so much. This has been a wonderful conversation. We appreciate your doing it for 

us.
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