
Oral History Interview with Nat Rogers 
By Ginnie Munford 

 

This is an interview of Nat Rogers by Ginnie Munford. 

GM: This is Ginnie Munford.  Today is August 18, 2013.  I am interviewing Nat Rogers at his 
home in Madison, MS.  State your name and spell your name. 

NR: Nathaniel Sims Rogers. 

GM: When and where were you born?  

NR:  I was born in New Albany, MS. on November 17, 1919.  

GM: Tell us a little about your growing up years.  Where you spent your childhood. 

NR: I was born and spent my childhood and early years in New Albany.  I went to the public 
schools in New Albany and I probably had a typical and relatively uneventful childhood. 

GM: You were born in 1919.  At what point in your life did you come to Jackson? 

NR: I came to Jackson in 1937.  My father had gone to Millsaps College and graduated in 1907. I 
had planned in high school to go to Vanderbilt.  My father was elected a trustee of Millsaps 
College that summer and he said, “You are going to Millsaps.”  From the first day, I never 
regretted it. I’ve been in love with Millsaps ever since. 

GM: What was the first time you became involved with Galloway Methodist Church? 

NR: I attended Galloway but was not particularly active during my college years.  After college I 
was in the service and I had gone to graduate school under the GI Bill to the Harvard Business 
School.  I came back to Jackson and went work at the Deposit Guaranty Bank and shortly 
thereafter, Helen and I joined Galloway Church.  

GM:  And Helen is your wife?  

NR: Yes. 

GM: And where was she from? 

NR: She was born in Oklahoma, but she lived and grew up in Jackson.  

GM: And you were married in 1942. Is that correct? 

NR: Yes, We were married in July of 1942, shortly after she graduated from Millsaps.  

GM: So your involvement in Galloway as a young man and as a young family would have begun 
in the mid forties. 



NR: 1947. 

GM: Tell us your memories of Galloway during that period.  What was it like?  How was it 
different from today? 

NR: Well, Galloway was similar in some respects and very different in others. It was the leading 
Methodist church.  It was the largest Methodist Church in the Mississippi conference. I joined 
the Men’s Bible Class which was –I can’t recall the name of it now—but they organized a First 
Couples Class in Galloway’s history.  It was in 1950.  It was called the Young Couples Class.  I 
joined it at that time.  There was a lot in between, but we returned to Jackson after being gone 
for 27 years and in 1996 joined the same class but it wasn’t called the Young Couples’ Class any 
more.  

GM: Can you think of any leaders in that class or teachers who were instrumental in the Sunday 
School education? 

NR: I’m thinking of the Men’s Bible Class…Mr. Fatheree was the first teacher of the Young 
Couples’ Class.  Ben Fatheree and they only had two teachers in more than 50-60 years.  Jack 
Woodward has been there for a long time, since we have some back to Jackson after having 
been 17 years in Houston and Texas.  

GM: So you and Helen both were participants in that class? 

NR: We were.  She was a Presbyterian by birth, but joined the Methodist Church with me after 
we were married.  I had two sisters who were Methodist missionaries to the Philippines and I 
would have thought it disloyal to them if I had considered any other church.  

GM: In the Sunday School Class did you study Methodist curriculum?  Or did you do a Bible 
Study that was directed by the teacher or what was the format? 

NR: Well, Mostly Bible study directed by the teacher. 

GM: Do you remember during the early years of your membership at Galloway, any special 
speakers or events during say during the late forties or early fifties? 

NR: Galloway had two wonderful ministers at that time. Well known ministers.    

GM: Was he an assistant minister?  Or a previous minister?  Before Dr. Selah? Would it have 
been Clovis Chappell? 

NR: Yes.  Clovis Chappell was the pastor when I joined.  He was succeeded by Dr. W.B. Selah. 
Both of them were two of the most outstanding ministers that Galloway has ever had. 

GM: Elaborate on that.  What was outstanding about them? 

NR: They were excellent preachers, strong in the pulpit.  In addition to that, they were men that 
had independence and provided stimulating leadership.  



GM:  If I am correct, Dr. Selah was not from the Mississippi Conference. 

NR: No, he was from Missouri. He had been in the pastorate in Missouri for a number of years. 
Galloway was one of those churches that didn’t let the Bishop make an assignment, but 
expressed an interest itself and the Bishop would accommodate and appoint whoever Galloway 
decided they wanted. 

GM: So was there a group from Galloway that found Dr. Selah and asked to have him 
appointed? 

NR: I don’t know.  I was not involved. 

GM: Dr. Selah was at Galloway by the time that you came back from the war and from graduate 
school?  Is that correct? 

NR: I think Chappell may have been there a year or two before Dr. Selah came in ’48 or ’52. 

GM: Sometime during that period maybe even a little earlier? 

NR: Could have been. 

GM: Tell us some more about Dr. Selah’s leadership.  Things that you recall about him. 

NR: Dr. Selah came to me sometime during the sixties. He said, “I want you to be the next 
chairman of our board.”  I said, “Dr. Selah, you don’t really want me because I go to cocktail 
parties and do a lot of things that you wouldn’t approve of.”  He said, “Well, you really ought 
not to do that.  But I can’t let that stand in my way, or I wouldn’t have many choices. “  

GM: So did you take on the leadership? 

NR: I took it on.  I had the good fortune or the ill fortune to be the chairman of the 
Administrative Board when Galloway received so much negative publicity about refusing to 
permit a black person to attend the service there.   

GM:  Tell us what you remember about that struggle? 

NR: Well, we had heard that Bishop Golden, who was the first African American bishop ever 
elected in the Methodist church—he was from Boston.  We heard that he was planning to come 
and attend because he had heard that there was a prominent Methodist Church that refused to 
let the blacks enter and participate in services.  We had long discussions about it in the 
Administrative Board.  Quite a few of us said, “Let’s let them come in because one, if they want 
to worship, they should come in and, second, they probably won’t really like our order of 
worship.  They really prefer one of their own. I don’t really think we will have any trouble.  We’ll 
just have an incident and get over it.  But Mr. Ellis Wright, who was a very influential member 
and his son, John, who was also on the board, they took the lead and suggested that it would 
be bad for the church to let a black attend.  We had a close vote.  They won by just a few votes.  
Then they said to me, “Now look, we understand that he is coming next Sunday and you are the 



chairman of the Board, so you’ve got to confront him, and tell him he can’t come.”  So I had no 
choice. 

GM: And by him coming they were referring to Bishop Golden? 

NR: So I did.  Bishop Golden came with his retinue. He brought his own photographers and he 
stopped at the door and I said, “Bishop I’m sorry.  It’s not my personal preference, but I’m 
directed by my Board not to admit you, but I’ll be glad to take you to church.”  I knew that St. 
Andrew’s was permitting blacks.  They had had the same experience that we had had and so he 
was not interested in that.  He had his photographer there and he was interested in making a 
statement.  Which he made abundantly.  

GM: Was there publicity about it? 

NR: Oh, yes!  It was in all the newspapers.   

GM: Then what happened in Galloway? 

NR: At Galloway we had between five to six hundred members who withdrew their 
membership and formed the Methodist Church out on Riverside Drive.  

GM:  The Independent Methodist Church.  That was the John Wright contingent? 

NR: Yes. 

GM: Then what happened with Dr. Selah? 

NR: Dr. Selah at the conclusion of the service resigned his appointment as Galloway’s minister 
saying, “I will not be the minister of a church that will refuse anyone’s right to come in and 
worship.”   

GM: Can you describe for us how that affected the church?  The people that remained at 
Galloway? 

NR: They all regretted it, number one, and secondly, they didn’t, they thought it very poor 
judgment on the part of the people who left the church because of that and … 

GM: Did you stay on as the Chairman of the Board during that period? 

NR: I stayed on until the end of that year and then I was succeeded by someone else.  

GM: Dr. Selah left immediately after that incident? Is that correct? 

NR: Dr. Selah was called to a church, was appointed to a church in north Alabama, Huntsville. 

GM: Then Galloway was reduced to a much smaller size and congregation. 

NR: Galloway had over twenty five hundred members and it was reduced to less than 2,000.* 

GM: How did that affect the church?  Were the programs affected? Did the programs change? 



NR: Well, attendance dropped percentage wise and I think programs …People were focused 
mostly on survival at that stage rather than on programs that the church had supported.  

GM: Can you think of other key leaders during that period with such a dramatic historical 
period for Galloway? 

NR: I can’t remember who succeeded me. 

GM:  Then was a minister named Smith who came for a short time and then Cunningham? 

NR: Cunningham, yes.  M.L. Smith was the president of Millsaps, but he was a Methodist 
preacher and he filled the pulpit for a matter of weeks before Jeff Cunningham came. 

GM: M.L. Smith was the president of Millsaps and just came in with the sudden departure of… 

NR: He filled the breach during that period. 

GM: Tell us about the relationship between Millsaps and Galloway during that time. 

NR: Millsaps had the reputation of being a very liberal college at that time.  It was probably the 
reputation was more than the fact, but there were liberals particularly among the faculty and 
the student body. 

GM: When you say “liberals,” liberals on what subjects? 

NR: Subjects of race, for example, one of the principal things because race was an all- 
consuming interest and involvement at that time.   

GM:  Dr. Selah’s position was that the church should be open to members of all races and that 
was a fundamental part of his vision for Galloway? 

NR: That’s right.  He was not extremely an activist.  He was willing to face change and he 
thought change was inevitable.  

GM:  Can you tell us about his leadership as a pulpiteer? What was it that made him such a 
compelling minister?  You said that he was one of the best ministers Galloway ever had. 

NR: He definitely was. One, he was a master spokesman.   

GM: A good speaker. 

NR: An excellent speaker and he evidently prepared his sermons well.  They were not 
superficial, they had real content. 

GM: So he was a scholar, a student of theology. 

NR: Yes  

GM: Was there anything distinct about Galloway’s role in the community that you could tell us 
about? 



NR: In the Methodist community, it was clearly the leader of other churches.  Most of the 
Methodist churches were established later than Galloway and finally accepted the inevitable. 

GM:  You are talking about racial integration? 

NR:  Yes 

GM:  You and Helen moved to Texas in the late sixties? 

NR:  In 1969. 

GM: And you were gone 27 years? And returned to Mississippi? 

NR: I retired.  I had been retired a number of years and we stayed in Houston.  But we decided 
that we needed to make a decision about…we liked Houston, but we needed to decide about 
where we wanted to spend our last years and we said that our oldest friends were in Jackson 
and I said that I feel more at home in Jackson, Mississippi than anywhere else in the world.  
Now in our 90’s most of them are dead. (Laugh) 

GM: What was Galloway like when you returned? How was it different from the Galloway that 
you left? 

NR: Well, Galloway had a few black members, a few regular attendees among the black 
community.  It never had a large number but the order of worship was different from what 
most blacks are accustomed to. 

GM:The style of worship was different from most black congregations? 

NR: Unhum.  

GM: Is there anything else about Galloway’s service or its programs that was noticeably 
different after you returned from Texas? 

NR: I’m sure there were some differences in the order of worship but essentially the choral 
music and prayers and sermon. 

GM: Did you feel like the informality that Galloway engaged in in recent years was a difference 
from when you were a part of it in the forties and fifties? 

NR: Yes, I think it was.  I’m trying to think of the name of the preacher that came from 
Columbus, what was his name?   

GM: Sam Morris 

NR: When Sam Morris was there, he changed the formality of the service quite a bit and made 
it less formal and, you know, we had…You were there at the time…I’m thinking about how to 
describe it…You can help me.  



GM: Not a regular ritual in the order of worship? Sometimes prayers that were not written in 
the regular order or worship and there were other elements that were different every Sunday? 

NR: unhum.  He was less formal in following ritual than Galloway had been before and or has 
been since. 

GM: And then do you have any memories of ministers after Sam Morris, since you have been 
back that you think stand out in Galloway’s history? 

NR: Let’s see… 

GM: We had Bert Felder and … 

NR: Bert Felder was the pastor when I came back.  I thought he …I think he followed the more 
formal worship.  The man that came after him was Willis Britt.  He followed Sam, didn’t he, and 
he restored some formality.  Then we had the South African. 

GM: Ross Olivier  

NR: And he was popular.  He was one of the most popular ministers we have had since I have 
been back. 

GM: Do you have any special memories of him?  What would you say about Ross’s tenure here 
at Galloway?  

NR: I thought things went well during that time.  

GM: What would you say about him as a minister? 

NR: Well, he came from an entirely different background, but he was a good spokesman and his 
theology was typically Methodist, I think.  I liked him and I think the congregation generally 
liked him. 

GM: He gave a different perspective with his international experience.  Do you and Helen still 
participate in Jack Woodward’s Sunday School class? 

NR: Yes. 

GM: Nat, during the years of history at Galloway, has Galloway changed the number of 
services?  Has it always had a morning and evening service on Sunday?  And then some kind of 
service on Wednesday? 

NR: Yes.  At one time, for a while, we had two and we have two morning services now, but we 
didn’t always have that back in the Dr. Selah days.  We had one 11 o’clock service.  

GM: The 11 o’clock was the only service?  

NR: Yes.  The night service as well. 



GM: And now that we have two morning services, which one do  you and Helen go to? 

NR: We go to the early service.  But that is just a matter of personal preference. 

GM: Why do you like the early service?  Any special reason? 

NR: No. Not really.  We are here at St. Catherine’s and lunch is at 11:30 and if we are going to 
go to lunch, we have to get through… We go to the 8:30 and to Sunday School and we get back 
here in plenty of time to be back here by 11 o’clock.  

GM: During your young years as a business man when you were working at Deposit Guaranty, 
and had young children, what kinds of activities was your family involved in at Galloway? 

NR: Helen taught in the youth children’s division.  She taught the fifth grade for several years. 

GM: Was that Sunday School? 

NR: Yes.  Our children went to Sunday School. 

GM: Did they have a youth program when your children were coming along? 

NR: It wasn’t as active as it is today.   And it has been for a number of years. There were 
occasions when the Youth had things, but they were not as regular as they are today.  Youth 
programs had summer camps. 

GM: Did your children go to summer camps?  

NR: No.  They went to camp. 

GM: How many children do you and Helen have? 

NR: We have three children, eight grandchildren and four great grandchildren.  

GM: My goodness. Is there any other memory of Galloway or comment about Galloway that 
you would like people to know who may not have the opportunity you---people in the future? 

NR:  I haven’t really thought about it, but I guess I don’t have anything special … 

GM: Do you still see Galloway as a leader church in Methodism? 

NR: Yes, I think it is, although probably not as prominent as it was forty years ago. 

GM: What do you think accounts for that? 

NR: Well, one, other churches have grown so that Galloway is by no means the largest. Christ 
Methodist is much larger than Galloway today.  

GM: Do you see Galloway as a more traditional church? 



NR: We belonged to St. Luke’s Methodist Church in Houston for twenty seven years and it was a 
really dynamic church with an extremely important program.  One reason is we had a lot more 
money.  Not just a little more, but a lot more than Galloway has. 

*Interviewer note: When Dr. Selah resigned in 1963 there were approximately 3500 people on 
Galloway’s church roll.  In 1965 approximately 1500 people withdrew from the church and 
formed an Independent Methodist Church.  They built a church on Riverside Drive which now 
belongs to Belhaven University.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

     

 

 

   

 

 


