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This is the interview of Ellnora Riecken by Ruth Cole. 

RC: Today is Tuesday, September 9, 2014. This is Ruth Cole with Galloway Oral History program.  I am 
interviewing Ellnora Riecken about her Galloway experiences through the years.  We are at Galloway for 
this interview.  Ellnora, would you please state and spell your name. 
 
ER: Elnora Riecken.  E-l-l-n-o-r-a  R-i-e-c-k-e-n.  

RC: What are the names of your parents? 

ER: William E. and Alma Gollner Riecken.    

RC: When and where were you born? 

ER:  I was born in Delaware, Ohio. 

 RC:  What year was that? 

ER: 1934 

RC: When did your family move to Jackson? 

ER: I was born in March and we moved to Jackson.  I guess it was in August of 1934 because my dad was 
coming down to Millsaps. 

RC: At Millsaps, tell me about his responsibilities there. 

ER: He was coming down to teach biology, botany, and sciences.  

RC: Did you have any siblings? 

ER: Yes, I have my brother, William E. Riecken, Jr.  He was three years older than I. 

RC: So he was three, and you were about five months. 

ER: Right . 

RC: When did your family first come to Galloway?  I know you were too small to remember, but do you 
have that in your mind from your parents? 

ER: Well, since Millsaps was connected to the Methodist Church, and my parents---of course, he had 
been teaching at Ohio Wesleyan, which was Methodist.  I think they had married in a Congregationalist 
Church, which is not down here.  They decided to come on to Galloway and make that their church 
home, since that was the close connection to Millsaps.   

RC:  That’s great. Tell something about your earliest memories of coming to Galloway as a child. 

ER:  I remember we always sat up in the balcony because there were arms on the chairs and that kept us 
separated from bothering people beside us.  As soon as we were old enough, we came to church and for 
the church service we sat in the balcony usually because we could see better, too. I was always 



fascinated watching Mrs. Heald play the organ, and I could see her in the mirror.  Her back was to the 
congregation and she was playing, and I always liked the organ music even as a little kid.  

RC: Do you remember anything about a special director at that time or of a minister at that time?  Or a 
Sunday School teacher perhaps?   

ER: The minister that influenced me at the beginning was Dr. Chappell.  He told a lot of stories and he 
appealed to young kids.  We listened to him.  But then Dr. Selah came and I liked him, too. I liked his 
calm manner and he didn’t holler at us (laugh) and do the fire and brimstone kind of preaching.  I liked 
that calmer type.  Those are the main two preachers.  Of course, Dr. Selah was the main one during my 
growing up. 

RC: Tell me a bit about the activities at church that you were most involved in.  I know you said you went 
to Sunday School, but I’d love to know about other things that you were involved in.  

ER: Of course, I was involved in choirs as soon as I was old enough to join the---I don’t know what they 
called it then. I guess it was the Junior choir.  I was in the fourth grade and I don’t remember who was 
the director of it, but I do know that it was the fourth grade through the sixth grade.  I know at the first 
meeting they were trying to separate the altos from the sopranos and, of course, I was really young, and 
I always sang the melody, but since I had taken piano and I could read music and carry a part, and Pop 
King was helping to separate us.  I don’t think he was the director, but he was helping that day, and 
when I was singing the little triad, I kind of muffed the higher notes, he immediately---course he knew 
that I played the piano and read music so he made me an alto and I have been an alto ever since.  

RC: Tell us some more of what you remember about your choir experience as a child and a little later. 

ER: Well, I sang in that choir and we didn’t sing that often publically, but I remember singing in a 
Christmas concert.  In fact, one time I was part of the trio singing a hymn, or something, as children. 
Then I got into the Choristers when I was in the seventh grade, and I was in the Choristers all the way 
through high school.  When we were singing every Sunday night, Maurice Thompson was directing it at 
that time.  I don’t remember whether it was when I was in high school or before, a couple of times we 
took some trips out of town to sing at a church, maybe to the Natchez area to sing.  I do remember the 
Choristers took a couple of trips.  Of course, all the choirs---if you had perfect attendance, they let you 
have a couple of tarties or something, and they gave awards.  I got an award every year from the fourth 
grade up.   The first award you got was some kind of medal.  The second year they gave you your own 
hymnal with your name on it.  Then the third year you got a Bible with your name on it.  Well, by the 
time I was in the sixth grade, I had all the awards, so they had to start digging up other things.  So back 
during those days young ladies were making their hope chests and buying silver, so a lot of times I’d get 
a piece of my silver (laugh) so I had a demitasse spoon or something like that. I got several nice awards 
during those years, because I had that attendance award all through high school.   

RC:  Do you remember what you sang in the Choristers?  You said you sang on Sunday night.  

ER: Yes, we always sang the top type of music.  Of course, Galloway being the large church, and the 
leadership church in the state always tried to set a higher standard of music apart from the little country 
churches which didn’t have a really high standard.  They sang great praise and all of that, but it wasn’t 
classical music.  Galloway always tried to do classical music.  I can remember soon after I got in the 
Choristers the first mass we did was St. Cecilia’s mass.  I don’t know whether they have done it since 
then, but we did it then.  That was one of the first ones I ever learned.  We had that standard of music—
the more highbrow type.   



RC: When you went on to finish high school then, you attended Millsaps? 

ER:  Yes, I attended Millsaps, and I was in the Singers for all three years, and I got to go on the Singers 
tour all three years—because I finished Millsaps in three years and two summers. I was lucky.  I got to on 
the Singers tour every year that I was there even as a freshman.  

RC: That’s great.  Was that the time that Pop King was there? 

ER: Pop King was directing then.  I think he retired a year or two after I graduated.  

RC: Tell us a little bit more about your Sunday School experience.  From the time that you first 
remember. 

ER: I remember I was in the little nursery class with the babies.  I don’t remember how old we were, but 
it was before we got into the Primary Class.  The mothers would sit outside the class waiting for us 
during Sunday School.  They were doing nothing, so they decided that they would form their own 
Sunday School class.   Then we went into the Primary Class.  I think Mrs. Bufkin and I forget who else was 
teaching in that particular class.  There was a good attendance.  I always enjoyed Sunday School.  Then 
you get promoted up to the Intermediate, I guess, what they had next.  That was in the building up on 
the top floor.  The fourth, fifth, sixth grade and I think Jenny Mae Tucker was one main people working 
with that group up there.   I know, also, that several of my friends when we had our main get together 
on Sunday before we went to the individualized classes, we always sang hymns, and Betty Barfield was 
one that played for us.  She could sight read better than I could.  On days when she wasn’t around I 
could play for the Sunday School---the hymns, or something.  I think it was during that time, I don’t 
know what grade, whether it was fourth, fifth, or sixth, was when we took our church instructions to 
join the church.  It might have been when we were in the sixth grade.  It was maybe earlier than it is 
now.   

 That would have been the Junior Department next.  For the seventh, eighth, and ninth graders. 
The teacher, I remember was Dan Shell.  He was particularly good with us eighth graders because he had 
been in the FBI, and he would tell us stories.  Of course, we all liked that as well as our Sunday School 
lesson.  We liked it when he would finish early, and he would tell us a story.  I didn’t really participate, I 
didn’t go to actual Sunday School when I was in high school because the Men’s Bible Class needed an 
accompanist to play the piano.  They kind of had a miniaturized church service for Sunday School, and 
they needed somebody to play a prelude, then to play the hymns.  So I did that for the next three years 
at least.  I may have done some while I was in college. That was basically my Sunday School.   

 Then I did participate with the Youth Program and with the choir. During some of those years 
we would have rehearsal and then we would have a dinner afterwards.  That was on our rehearsal night, 
but then we sang every Sunday night, too. So I was involved in all of that. I forget whether it was MYF or 
whether it was the Choristers, but they served a lot of pimento cheese sandwiches, and I did not like 
pimento cheese.  I ate the things because I was hungry.  I did not like them until years later when I 
redeveloped a taste for it. (laugh).  

RC: I was thinking about who the teachers were back then in the Men’s Bible Class.  Do you remember 
their names, by chance? 

ER: That was a long time ago. (laugh).  I really don’t remember.  But I remember I had the Men’s Bible 
Class teaching me my Sunday School lesson.  Even though I wasn’t with my peers, I was very happy. 

RC:  You were with them at night, when you came back to Choristers.  



ER: Yes. 

RC: Of course, really, for a long time we had night church. 

ER: Yes, and the Choristers sang every evening.  Not in the summer time, but during the school year, we 
sang. 

RC: Now, I know after you finished at Millsaps, tell us what your journey involved after Millsaps—leaving 
Jackson.  Tell us a little about that and then how you came back to Galloway.  

ER:  I never really left Galloway because after I left Millsaps, I went to Florida State University to work on 
my Master’s.  They had a good piano department and I was a piano major for piano performance so I 
went down there.  But I would still come back on vacations and in the summer time, or if I wasn’t going 
to summer school during those breaks, I would be here.  Of course, when I was in Jackson, I always came  
to Galloway.   From Florida State I went on down to Miami where I got a job teaching music in the public 
schools, and I taught there for forty years.  But I always came back to Jackson at Christmas time and in 
the summer times, so I kept my contacts here, and then I took a sabbatical leave in 1970.  I was going to 
be based here in Jackson so I could do my traveling out of Jackson, rather than paying for an apartment 
where I wasn’t going to be in Miami. That’s when I got back into the choirs during that year I was here.  I 
think Lee Byler was doing the directing during that time. I have been connected to the adult choir ever 
since then.  When I was home during the 60’s, I was away so much and younger I didn’t feel quite at 
home in the choir.    But when I was here for a regular time, I sang in the choir under him, and then I 
don’t know who followed him.  King, I think.  Jim King.   I forget who followed that.  But then Ken 
Roberts came, and he always let me sing when I came back on vacations whether I had rehearsed or not.  
He was really generous that way.  If I didn’t know the music too well, I could move my mouth and just 
not make a noise during that little part. (laugh)  He was very generous in letting me stay in the choir, and 
I’ve been in the choir ever since.  They let me be a participant.  Choir has been my main thing here.  

 Then as far as attending Sunday School, as an adult I started started going to the Christian 
Fellowship Class. I was in that class a long, long time---with them when I would be here on vacations. 
Then in the early 80’s, I guess it was just after my mother died, they started trying to get a Singles Class 
started.  Being a single, I decided that I would get with them.  Then I went to the Communicator’s Class 
and I’ve been a member of it ever since. I like it because they are a little younger than I, and I fit in with 
younger people rather than people my age because I’m a little bit of a rebel and rebels don’t always fit 
in with the older folks in Mississippi.  (laugh).   

 Then in 1980 down in Miami, I went to a Cursillo  It was particularly good after my mother died, I 
was able to get with some Cursillo people that were from Christ Methodist Church, and there was a 
group here, too, that gave me connections that tided me over the hard times. It made it easier to be 
involved in the Cirsillo group.  I wish we were still doing that here at Galloway.  They don’t seem to have 
as much participation as we used to.  I enjoyed it and thought that it was good. 

RC: Do you have any favorite musical things that perhaps meant a lot to you through the years.  Things 
you learned in our choir or particular work that you enjoyed performing in? 

ER:  When I could, if I knew the music in major works I was familiar with, or sometimes they would send 
me the music, and then I would learn the music down in Miami, and I could come up at a time that they 
were going to perform it, and I could sing with the major works.  So I sang, not as much with Ken.  I sang 
more when Bob McBain was the director.  I sang the major works that he did.  I had done them when I 
was in Miami when I was in the Civic Chorale, which is a community chorus down there.  I was familiar 
with the major works, and I could dig out the major music works and I could perform them here.  



RC: Before we close, I’d like you to tell us a bit more about your family.  Your brother, who is older than 
you and grew up here, and something about his family and also your parents. 

ER: Well, my brother was always in choirs and active in Sunday School.  We always came to church.  My 
dad always said if you had a date you’d go on Sunday, so church is more important than that.  When we 
were singing in the choir, we wouldn’t always go to the morning service, but we would go in the 
evening.  Then Bill married Jeannene Pridgen Riecken.  They got married here in Galloway.   They 
brought up their family, Lynn, and Lee, and little Billy in this church.  They were very involved in the 
drama department.  Particularly when Ken Roberts was doing musical works.  Jeannene did a lot of 
costuming.  Bill did a lot of the sets.  My father didn’t go to the Men’s Bible Class because he taught a 
Men’s Bible Class at Grace Methodist Church.   They had good old country folks that he liked down 
there.  Being an old farmer boy from Indiana, he enjoyed them.  Then he would come up and attend 
services here.  My mother always went to Sunday School.  She was in the Bessie Shands Class the last 
great number of years. I can’t remember if she was in other classes.  Our whole family has been 
connected with Galloway.  

RC:  This has been so pleasant, getting to know more about you and your family.  We value your 
contribution especially through the music department.  Your faithfulness through all this time.  I think it 
was great that we got a chance to record this before you go back and we look forward to your return to 
Jackson at Christmas or whenever you get up here.  If that is all we want to talk about at this time, we 
will just close it out.   Thank you so much.  We appreciate it.   
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