
Wednesday, April 1, 2015.  This is Mary Alice White, and I am joined today by Bishop Clay Lee, Jim Moss 

and Jim Wilkirson is joining us. 

MAW: Clay is going to give us a little background of Galloway and his association with the church. 

CL: Of course, I don’t go back to the beginning, but I find the history of this church is fascinating. The 
present building that we have here is the third church that was established in this very place.  The first 
church was a very small frame building.  It was at the other end of this block.  At one time we had the 
parsonage for Galloway on the other end of the block, too.  But that church was built about 1839. Then 
in 1881 under the leadership of Bishop Charles Betts Galloway, who had been the pastor here, there was 
a movement within the church to build a new building.  That building was built in two or three years.  
We have a difficult time determining which date is the correct date.  At least by 1882 or 1883, they had 
the second building here on the corner.  It was there until 1910.  In 1910, a pastor who had been in 
Oklahoma, was appointed to Galloway here in Jackson, Mississippi. That was the way they did things 
back in those days.  Another thing is that they had only four years to do it in.  Then they would be 
moved no matter what the circumstance.  
 Dr. Alfred Franklin Smith was a highly loved pastor at this church and he gave the leadership to 
start a new building.  He had to raze the old building.  The comment often was, “What is that big hole 
where the church used to be?”  But after he had seen that the church was torn down and he had seen 
that the property was cleaned up, they began to think in terms of how they could build the new 
building.  Unfortunately, in 1914, of course the First World War occurred and as he says in some of his 
writings that he couldn’t find any money.  That the banks were not making any loans. So under any 
circumstance, it was not under Dr. Smith’s leadership, but the pastor that followed him, Dr. Waits 
Henry.  He was from Alabama.  I even had the privilege of going to seminary with one of his sons.  He 
was a senior when I was a freshman.  I had a lot of appreciation for him, and I wish now that I had had 
the opportunity to talk to him about his father’s tenure here at Galloway--- If I had known the 
relationship that I would have with the church.  
  But Dr. Waits Henry said that he was going to build the new church, and he did.  The people 
cooperated, but again it was matter of money, when you build an edifice as large as this.  The present 
building goes all the way through nearly to Northwest Street.  It has another church between here but it 
is a good distance and you have the educational part of the church in addition to the sanctuary.   Dr. 
Waits Henry, when they came down to it and didn’t think they were going to be able to raise the money, 
made an interesting challenge to the congregation.  He said, “I know the way for us to pay for this 
building that we are involved in.  And people, of course, sat on the edge of their seats thinking that he 
was going to say something that they had never heard before.”  And he did, because he said, “You know 
the way for us to continue to pay for this church building is for us to sponsor a missionary to China.  
They did, and he did.   
 That’s the beginning of this church because it was actually formerly dedicated in 1917 and from 
that time, it has been here to this present day.  There have been some renovations that have been done, 
and we are going to be talking about some of that today.  But that gives you a little bit of an idea about 
how things were during the years that have gone by.  Thank you. 
 
JM: I am Jim Moss.  I have been a member of Galloway, since 1977---about thirty five years---no – 
 
MAW: Close enough. 
 



JM: Anyway, we have been members.  Our kids grew up here.  I have been on the Board of Trustees. I 
have been involved in almost all of the building projects since 1977.  I am a contractor.  It comes 
naturally for me. 
 
JW: I am Jim Wilkirson.  I grew up here at Galloway. I was born here.  I was baptized here.  Married here.  
Clay Lee who is with us today actually baptized me back in 1963.  He was the Associate Minister then.  
He has baptized all my children since then.  I have served as Head of Trustees and Administrative Board 
and other committees: Pastor Parish.  Today I am finishing up tenure as Trustees Chair and heading up 
the design portion of the restoration of our sanctuary.   
 
CL: I Clay Lee. I am a United Methodist minister.  I had the privilege of serving Galloway Church as 
Associate Minister in 1963.  After my family and I left here I’m not sure we figured we would ever be 
coming back, but in 1976 I was appointed the Senior Pastor.  For twelve years I had the privilege of being 
in the church.  When we retired in 1996, we moved from Tennessee back to Jackson, and Galloway has 
been our home ever since.  I think that is eighteen years.  
 
(Bells begin to ring.) 
 
JW:  Right now you are listening to our carillon which was given by Irline Hans.  It chimes daily 
throughout the day and through special days and special times.  It was given about six or seven years 
ago, prior to her death.  The music was especially exciting to Irline and she was a member here as long 
as I can remember.  She was one of the few that still wore hats every Sunday.  We think of her as the 
special “hat lady.”  That was Irline Hans.   
 We are entering our sanctuary.  This is our Narthex.  We are still finishing up restoration right 
now.  We are looking to move back in on Easter Sunday, which is April 5, 2015.  Ironically, I received 
Clay’s notes on much of the stained glass windows, and when I was looking at different things from the 
1915 set of windows back to the 1930 set of windows, one letter that was in the folder was from a 
trustee.  During the war one of the stained glass companies had gone out of business.  We had to 
choose a second company to do these second set of windows, and they actually took two of the window 
down out of the sanctuary and shipped them to Missouri, which cost us $7.60 so that they could 
compare the way that our windows were made and the colorations. There was a plea from the 
congregation that year, in 1930, for them to please send back the windows prior to Easter.  They wanted 
to have all the windows for the first time in the sanctuary on the same date.  They wanted their two 
windows back.  
  Ironically, that year, Easter was on April 5.  So here we are moving back in on April 5, and that 
was their request to get all those windows back in at the same time. They didn’t make it.  They got their 
windows returned, but the four new windows didn’t show up until July, 1915.   It has been another one 
of those little dates that we have uncovered.  Ironically, parallel to this year’s restoration in 2015. 
 We are in the Narthex of the church.  One thing we have discovered, is that we have a lot of 
plaster. Of course, as lot of our church is plaster, but as we have done this last restoration, on the ceiling 
and the walls, we have discovered a lot of things that we didn’t know about.  One was that there was a 
water issue on the north side of the courtyard in that wall.   We were actually able to recover a lot of the 
different colors that our walls had been ever since the original building of the structure.  We were able 
to come up with about five different wall colors that the church has been throughout the years.  One of 
those being a very deep red rust color that was on the wall somewhere around the fifties.  So we have 
taken those five wall colors that we found and made a marble pattern which you will see on our plaster 
columns that are throughout the sanctuary and the Northex.  I really feel historically those would have 
been here early on, but given the war and money restraints of the congregation, I think there were 



some things that did not happen that were planned to happen.  Our gilding was done at that time when 
the church was built, but through the years, I think, just money woes and things like that, were 
completed.  That was indicative of the time with the capital and other historic buildings in the area.  I 
really feel that our columns would have been marbleized with paint as we have done it today.  We have 
collected those paint colors from the years and have come up with this marble pattern.   
 
(Sounds of workmen pounding and the organ being tuned) 
 
JW: Shall we go into the sanctuary? 
 
MAW: Yes. 
 
JM: The stained glass was restored about two years ago.  The original stained glass, I have been told by 
Clay, cost $300 per window on this side and $500 on that side (identify the sides by north or south).  We 
just restored all of the stained glass windows in the sanctuary and in the education building for about 
$410,000.  That did not include buying any new stained glass.  That was just restoring what we have.  
But we just brought it back to life.  There had been little real repair work done for nearly one hundred 
years.  Hopefully, what we have done now will last another hundred years.   
 
(JW: Do you want to talk about the two different companies---you know well about that…the 
documentation of the years.  You can help me out.) 
 
JW: Basically, we have four original windows that were done in 1915.  Then it took another fifteen years 
before the congregation was able to afford the next set of windows.  That completed the set of eight.  
I’m not really sure when the balcony glass and the glass in the education building was put in there.  It is 
not clear because of the documents and the invoices we have.  
 
CL: I have a feeling…I’m couldn’t say that this is the truth, but I have a feeling that the glass that was in 
the windows on the back of this building was not put in until about 1952.  When they built the chapel.  
That would have been the time that I think.  Whereas, I was not a part of Galloway at that time.  I kind of 
kept up with it through the talk in the Conference, you know.  At that time Galloway was certainly the 
most vibrant church in the Conference.   
 
JW: The invoices indicate that our windows are about the same price as the chapel windows.  On those 
original two invoices we see where the other windows were priced so that probably is true.  
 
MAW: I want to make one side note.  The noise you hear in the background is tuning the organ and 
getting the sanctuary ready for Sunday.  
 
CL: I’m glad you said that because it does sound like we are having a funeral.  (ALL LAUGH) 
 
JM: I can speak to the new organ that we have.  It is between twenty and twenty-five years old.  As far 
as I know, this is the first time we have tried to refurbish it to any extent.  In the early nineties I was on 
the trustees and we formed an Organ Committee because our existing organ was about to wear out.  
We were given the task of determining whether to go with an electronic organ, to refurbish the existing 
organ, or to buy a new organ.  Ann Lipscomb and I were heading up that committee.  We had to do 
some reports and some research and even sent people to listen to various organs around.  Mary Taylor 
Sigman and Ken Roberts had a lot of opinions on what sort of organ we should get.  Of course, we had a 



very conservative side of the trustees who didn’t want to spend much money for a new organ. So 
Richard McRae called me repeatedly over a period of probably six or eight months, wanting to know the 
progress on the organ research and where we were headed.  We finally finished our report and were 
ready to present it, and Richard McRae called and said that he wanted to meet with the trustees.  He 
and Selby showed up, and announced that they were going to donate the organ to the church.  The 
brand new Casservance  organ to the church.  Of course, there were tears from a lot of people, they 
were so elated.  It is still a wonderful organ. 
   
CL: The best in the city.  No question about that. That’s a wonderful story. 
 
MAW: It is. 
 
JW: It has been added to twice.  I know that we added the cymbals one year.  Just pealing bells.  One 
thing of ????                 It is an incredible instrument.   It was totally removed from the sanctuary during 
the restoration so we would maintain the integrity of the instrument.  It was packed up and taken away.   
 
CL: Talking about the sanctuary, one of the things I am most impressed with actually two things.  First, is 
this beautiful carpet, and it has a cushion to it and the old carpet didn’t have a cushion to it.  The second 
thing is how well the pews look for those who might hear this later.  These are pews that have been in 
this church for a long time.  When the new church was open in 1916, they had had a wedding in it in 
1915, but they didn’t have any pews.  They had chairs, chairs all over the church, upstairs and 
downstairs.  I remember talking to Mrs. March Boal, (Louise Taylor Nelson Boal) who, I believe, was first 
one to be married in the church, she wasn’t too happy about that.  (The chairs were borrowed from 
Central High School and Wright and Ferguson Funeral Home, according to Ida Lou Nelson Cavitt, Boal’s 
daughter.)   But when you look at these pews and realize the wear that they’ve had since about 1916, 
1917, it is just unbelievable, but they have been refinished and the pew cushions have been worked on, 
haven’t they, Jim? 
 
JM: Yes.  
 
CL:  So I think that’s something that is going to be really attractive to the friends of the church.   I think 
that…Jim, were you going to show the pew over here for the…. 
 
JM: Columbarium 
 
MAW: I actually have done a history with Ginnie Munford and Pat Ammons about the Columbarium, so 
we have that.  We do need to show…. 
 
JW: So we have two Columbaria.  One on the north and one on the south.  They are both in the corners. 
Ironically, the images of our windows are really the most appropriate for the Columbaria.  We didn’t 
change the position of any window.  It just ended up that those two images are most appropriate.  We 
have added a replica of a bench that was at Wesley Chapel in London with a reversible back pew so that 
someone can participate in worship, but also be in prayer at the Columbarium as well.   
 We have needlepoint cushions at the altar that have been there since the mid-seventies.  Some 
of those have been in storage recently and once that will come back to the Columbarium.  We will get 
that installed at the end of this week, and another set will go upstairs on some communion stations that 
we had added to serve the balcony.  We have not had that option to have that movement communion-
wise upstairs as well. 



 Clay was talking about the pews and how they looked.  I don’t know if you’ve realized that we 
have cut a hole so that now for communion and everything we can move all the way around and have 
true movement in and out of the pews.  We have about six columns that were always around the pews 
so that now we have luxury.  Jim Moss can totally extend his legs now.  (ALL Laugh).   
 
CL: Jim, back to this bench.  I have participated in several services where the ashes of an individual were 
inurned here and we have done it in a couple of different ways.  Sometimes we have a fairly large 
congregation, and we just asked them to stand and turn in this direction.  But the family is always back 
here.  We had no place for any of them to sit.  At least now, we have a place for them to sit, and the rest 
of the family can go up and down between there.   That is one thing that I think is exceptionally good.  
 
JW: It is one of the most exciting things that we have done.  The flexibility of it is good.   
(Do we need to go upstairs?) 
 
(MAW: No, let’s just point.) 
 
JW: Upstairs we have never had handrails extending down the steps.  That is one of the things that we 
have added in this restoration.  It creates a lot of accessibility.  It is a need that we were lacking.  We had 
a small narrow step going down.  We had to take all those out so that we could have a center rail.  
Jim Moss and his crew pulled those up in November of this year and threw them in a pile.  When they 
got thrown in a pile, there was this one that got turned over and it is dated November 11, ’15.  Well, 
that is NOT this year.  That would be November 11, 1915.  Ironically, Jim Moss and his crew pulled this 
step up on November 11, 2014.  So ninety-nine years to the day, this step popped out that someone had 
put that stain in with their finger to give us that date.  So we feel what we have done today is RIGHT.  
Someone blessed us with that date.  (LAUGH)   
 We also found upstairs when we were putting some communion stations in there was a circular 
piece that kind of stuck out of the floor, and it appears that at one time a lamp was in either corner up in 
the balcony.  The lamp, of course, has since been removed, but the piece was still in the floor so that for 
us to get the communion station in there, we pulled that piece out this week, and somebody over the 
years has been cramming their bulletins and all of their children’s bulletins in to that little pipe.  We are 
not really sure who Hoppy Bennett was, but Hoppy Bennett put his little contribution envelop from 1959 
into the sleeve from his little seat.  It was interesting all the things that appeared in the one pipe.  All 
from the late fifties and sixties.  That is its own little time capsule up in the balcony.  I guess Sunday we 
will try to ask if somebody knows who Hoppy Bennett is.  On Easter Sunday.  (Laugh) 
 
CL:  While we are here, we might as well talk about television.  You saw that television in the 
background a moment ago.  In 1977 we were approached by WAPT television station about the 
possibility of being on the air every Sunday morning.  To make a long story short, it was something that 
went through exceptionally well.  We did not have any of the equipment at that time.  We always used 
all the equipment from WAPT and also their personnel.  It is something that has been here some thirty 
years now.  Thirty-seven, thirty-eight years.  It has quite a following in the community.  Not just in 
Jackson community, but it reaches out into east Louisiana.  It doesn’t reach quite as far as Meridian, but 
it does go to Forest.  So we cover a large area and I think it was one of the best investments.   We have 
had money left to that.  I have forgotten who it was.  Help me remember who it was.   
 
JW: I’ll think of it in a minute.  Adam Hart. 
 



CL:  Yes, Adam Hart was a great guy and he loved this church.  He was something of a loner, but you 
would never have known that he was going to be able to do that.  He left the money.  The equipment 
now is run by church members, and the church owns the equipment which cuts down considerably on 
the cost because it was rather costly.   
 
JW: All those years they have just shoved the camera in the open door.  Now that we have done this 
restoration, we have taken the doors out and there really is a camera stand there now.  We have come a 
long way from that temporary moment back in the seventies. All this time.  
 
JM: There are a few other things we have done in this restoration.  You mentioned the handrails in the 
balcony.  But we also added a glass panel at the foot of the stairs to keep anyone from going over the 
edge.   We widened the stairs by removing one seat to make it that much wider, so that you could use 
both sides of the handrail.   We’ve installed a handicap ramp down in the chancel area which may prove 
to be important.  We have added a shell over the choir, which is a screen to project the voices out into 
the sanctuary.  It will prevent the organ music from drowning out the choir.  We will see Sunday how 
that works.   
 
CL: You talk about the handicap ramp.  I’ll going to put that to use on April 19 because I am going to be  
preaching that Sunday, and I can make it up without having to hold on to the thing and come up the 
steps.  I appreciate what you all have done.  
 
JW: You are not the only one.  We all need a rail.  We have never had a rail coming up the steps. We 
have also added a handicap button on the doors.  That’s going to be the hardest thing for our members 
to learn is to hit the button to make the door open by itself.   
 
MAW: Talk about the light over the door.  
 
JW: Above the door, it is gone now, it was there until we started this restoration, but there used to be a 
little bitty almost small light bulb that was on the frame above the doorway.  It had an orange cast. I 
guess Clay will remember when he was here in early days when he was preaching, but when somebody 
needed somebody in the church, the phone rang and that little light would light up.  Somebody in the 
congregation, namely, Ray Stevens who was our administrator for a long time, would jump out of his 
chair and go running down the hall to answer the phone to see who was needed.  We actually for a 
while, along with Tommy had a phone booth right outside of the sanctuary that a doctor or a 
professional who needed to get emergency help would go quickly.  That little orange button has been 
removed this time.  But I am reminded that in my childhood of it coming on during the sermon.   
 
(Discussion among the participants.) 
 
JW: The altar has been restained.  The altar is the same thing.  We have a step from the altar.  
But is in the exact same place.  
 
CL: I see that pew as I look from the other side, but how are they going to be positioned? 
 
JW: One will back up to the organ, then this side will be the piano over here.  The first Sunday coming 
back in, we will have instruments.  Since we are still worshipping downstairs, the piano in downstairs.   
It’s not coming up until next week.  Everybody will see the rail in place and the instruments for Easter 
will be where the piano will eventually come. 



 
 
 
CL:  I guess my other question was are you going to have more seating than just the two pews? 
 
JW: Yes, there will be able to have chairs behind those initial pews, but the front will be pews that will 
be seen from the side.  I guess what was indicative when you were here.  We had pews…There were the 
large minister’s chairs downstairs, but I don’t know… 
 
CL: No, because  I remember when we used to have the instruments and everything on Sunday.  Napier 
was here, and we had to turn the pews facing the congregation, and right behind him was this guy with 
the drums and the cymbals, and one time he banged those cymbals together and Napier just rose up.   
(laugh)  This is just a personal feeling, I’m hopeful they won’t use chairs up there.   I hear more and more 
conversation about all the movement during the worship service.  It may be a good thing, but it is also a 
bad thing because it distracts people.   
 
JW: Do you want to get a picture of the cushions. 
 
MAW: Yes, because I remember the ladies who did them. 
 
JW: So we are in our chancel area.  These are eight of our thirteen cushions that were needlepointed for 
the church in 1976.  From 1973-1976.  Thirteen different ladies took that task on.  A group was formed 
to create the symbols which they represent.  Actually, the cross itself is taken off the wood carving that 
is at the end of each pew.  That rhythm motif is added there.  We have two that sit in the center.  One 
for the bride’s cushion, then one also for communion.  So that our other four that are not down front 
right now. Of course, two will be at the Columbarium and two upstairs at our communion stations.  
 
MAW: Every time I look around, I see you all have done a beautiful job.  I mean the privacy rail and 
where they can put … I mean every detail.  
 
JW:  This will be for accolytes and also will be for a series of torches.  We will possibly introduce torches 
into the church in hopes that maybe we can give up  ???            in the sanctuary when we get toward 
Christmas.  We have processional torches which will be there.  And then there will be another set that 
will be permanent in the back at the Columbarium. So you will have one on either side of the 
Columbarium and they can be added up here.  
 
MAW: The detail is beautiful.  
 
JW: We tried real hard. We missed some things, of course, but we really tried.  
 
MAW: You have done a wonderful job.  
 
MAW: Point out where the Communion stations are. 
 
JW: The Communion stations, I think is the best way to say it and most people will chuckle at this.  I call 
it the Muller Addikison area because Mueller, who is in our church, is ninety and still runs every day--- 
his section is that little triangle point at the rail in the back so behind the last row that you see there is a 
solid piece and there’s a Communion station there now.  It is against the wall and has an    ?           on the 



bottom and an area for the altar guild to prep.   We will use it this Sunday.  It’s going to be great.   The 
only thing that we didn’t do—of course, we have a lot of work on the ceiling.  We have cleaned and re-
gilded a lot in the sanctuary that needed our attention, especially the entablature and our ceiling 
medallions.  One thing that we didn’t do, of course, we didn’t replace the chandelier, but you can see 
where it is flat in the center medallion and that goes into the attic, and it is ready to go so that if we 
want to clean that in the next few years then it would be very easy to add that without bringing 
anything else back in.                        
 
MAW: Tell about the paraments and where they will be hanging.  
 
JW: We have four altar cloths that are on the altar here and also in the chapel.  We have one set of old 
altar cloths which I would think would be probably mid-sixties.   I assume have been in storage for a 
while.   They are the old                 embroideries that you can’t get any more.  We have had those cut 
down and mounted, and they would hang on the back wall where the double doors were that we need 
to be covered up.  We will hang those this week.  That will be nice to have our colors in the sanctuary.  
Since we are also on the Civil Rights tour, we are putting the scriptures next to each window so we will  
have the name that was on the original invoice:  who gave that window and which company made it and 
whether it was in 1915 or 1930 and, of course, our restoration will give you all the scripture references 
and you will be able to read the history of the window as you go through.  That will be put up this week.  
 
MAW: Good.  
 
CL:  We are on the Mezzanine here with our former Bishop’s pictures.   In 1988 at the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction Conference I was honored by being elected a bishop in the United Methodist Church.  You 
are elected for lifetime, and you get to feeling that it is a lifetime sentence time.  Under any 
circumstances I was active until I had to retire by church law at eight years, and I served all of that time 
in the Holston Conference, which is all of east Tennessee and a large part of southwest Virginia and then 
a little narrow area in north Georgia as well.  It is beautiful country and they were wonderful people.  
They weren’t like the rednecks.  They were mountaineers, and they had a stubbornness like some of our 
Mississippi rednecks.  (laugh)   
 
MAW: This was consolidated … 
 
CL: That is correct. 
 
MAW: This was the old Epworth … 
 
CL:… Several names.  
 
MAW: But now Galloway bought it, and repurchased it in 1985. 
 
CL: That was while I was here.  Al Flannes, bless his heart, really engineered that.  
 
JW: Now it houses our Day Care, which is an incredible ministry.  Over here is some of our historical 
data.  This is our cornerstone.  It was laid in 1882 in the sanctuary prior to the one we are in now.  We 
will in the next few days be putting this up into the chancel area where we have just restored our 
sanctuary. It will under a piece of glass right at the pulpit.  That will be a special thing to return that 
back. 



 
CL:  Will that finish be cleaned? 
 
JW: I don’t know whether he can or not.  There will be a piece of clear glass on the level with the floor 
and then this will be underneath the floor. 
 
MAW: I know that I have talked to people who clean tombstones, but you have to know what you are 
doing.  You have to do it very carefully.  
 
JW:  I somewhat remember as a child a bowling area upstairs.  The bowling alley was on what I call the 
top floor, which today is the fifth floor, but it was the third floor back then because I grew up the 
basement which is now the first floor.   This was our bowling alley, which pretty much extended the 
length upstairs, and it is kind of perfect because we have a double stairway here and a single stairwell at 
the end, and occasionally we would sneak away to bowl during church.  We would have one person sit 
at the double stairs, and another person sit at the other end in case somebody came from the balcony. 
We could hear them come up the stairs, and we would run off the other end of the bowling alley.  Of 
course, you had to sit up all the pins yourself, and you would sit up on top and roll the balls back down.  
They are still upstairs in a closet.  It was great time and it was a great thing.   Actually, one of our church 
members have the old bowling alley floor in their in their kitchen.  The floor is used as counter tops.  It 
has been put to good use.   
 We had shuffle board on the bottom floor of the basement outside the Fellowship Hall, and I 
know today, if you are down in the maintenance area, some of the numbers of the shuffle board are still 
there and that good old asbestos tile, red and green, down on the bottom floor.  A lot of fun things are 
around the church.  
 
CL:  You can learn something every day.  (laugh) 
  
(general conversation and laughter)  
 
JW: That was some of your children.   Right.  We all grew up together.  
 
  JW: Over here in the corner we have two of the three windows that are in the church that came from 
the sanctuary prior to this.   There is also one in the stair well that was given by the Lipscomb family, but 
these two pieces remain as well.   There’s actually three in the church, and you can see that they took a 
lot of the old motifs and colors from these windows that are now in our sanctuary windows from 1915. 
The cross motif is there as well.  It is very interesting how that has transpired and progressed through 
the ages.   
 
CL: One of the church’s fossils.  (laughter by everyone) 
 
KR: (Ken Roberts has joined the group.) I resemble that.   You know when you are seventy-nine years old 
you can’t deny being old.   
 
CL:  Wait til you are eighty-five.  (laughter) 
 
KR: You aren’t eighty-five yet. 
 
CL: Yes, I am.  



 
KR: I always pictured you when I was here your being five years older.  When you get this age, five years 
is NOTHING.  (Laughter) 
 
CL: Yes, it is.  
 
JM:    We are standing in the gathering area still, right outside the parlor.  I guess in the late eighties or 
early nineties, we did a major renovation to this area right here.  You see the ramp going up that Ken is 
going, that connects, I guess, to the old Baptist church.  This is the main access from here to there on the 
upper level.  There is no access on the lower level.  You are about to see the Fellowship Hall that was 
added just below this to the right.   
 
CL:  It was the Baptist Church at one time.  But also the Christian church.  The Christian Church used to 
be on the corner of North State Street and High Street.   That building is empty now, which I think is a 
shame.  They also were over here at one time.  I’m not sure when.    
 
JM: We are now in the first floor or former basement area and this is the access over to the Day Care 
Center. When we come down here, the first area that we come to is Reception A and B.  They are a very 
versatile area.  You can have one large meeting room or two rooms.  There are automatic screens that 
come down.  This is the principal gathering area for meals and things like that.     
 Right across through this wall is the gymnasium or Fellowship Hall where we are now having the 
church services while the sanctuary is being completed.    This is our temporary sanctuary.  As you see it 
has a basketball goal and the stage.  All these chairs will be removed in the next few days since we are 
moving back into the sanctuary.  The kitchen is just beyond those, and the serving line is just beyond 
those doors.  We can eat in here or in the Reception A and B areas.   
 
JW: All our stage productions, musicals all that stuff happens in here.    Full fly area.  There’s a capability 
of lighting and sound up above.  We have always had a history of musicals and things like that in here so 
that’s where all that takes place once this was added.  It has been an incredible versatile space for us in 
this transition period.   It is back to that purpose again. It will be interesting to see how that transpires 
over the next few months. 
 
CL: In the early eighties… 
 
MAW: Eighty-two.  I wasn’t sure quite.  
 
CL:  There was a real interesting discussion because the windows, of course, had the divisions and there 
are small pieces in there. We had a gentleman from Philadelphia, PA representing one of the companies 
that came down to talk to us about it and we had some ladies with real artistic ability.  They maintained 
that you had to have clear glass in a chapel like that because that was the way it was up east of the 
churches.            
 And the gentleman who was in his eighties, can’t think of his name, but he was a fascinating 
individual.  He just gently said to them, “Ladies, the reason those windows are clear is that they couldn’t 
afford anything else.”  (laugh) 
 
CL: Interestingly, like I say, very excellent artists were in the group.  They did some research and came 
back and said, “He’s right.”   That’s why we have it like it is, rather than a big section, each little square, 
and they pinned them together.  A company in Philadelphia did that.   



 
JW: One of the interesting things, as we move back into sanctuary in the last couple of weeks, a couple 
of the carpenters have said that they didn’t put the windows in the sanctuary correctly when they put 
them back, because there is a gap of about two feet by about an inch on one side.  We quickly said, 
“That’s where the hinge, the pivot hinge, used to be because originally those windows used to swing 
out.  Since then we have put on a storm window so that has been filled in.  Upstairs, I can remember as 
a kid, the upstairs was on a center pivot.  It just came down so you could sit in the window and hang 
your legs over outside the court yard.  So non liable.  I do remember those pivots. 
 
CL: You tell me that now!! 
 
JW: You had five children, and we had a lot of fun.  (Laugh) 
 
MAW: Before we leave this area, should we say anything about the food service.  We began offering 
meals after church when? 
 
CL:  In the summer of … September 1, 1976. It had been discussed before I came here.  The whole 
purposed of the meal was that we had a meal on Wednesday night and we had a meal on Sunday noon.  
We had a lot of older, mostly women, who were widows and there was a real concern about them 
getting food like they needed.  So we said that the church is going to make it possible for two good 
meals a wee,k and it became a very popular thing.  It is not as popular now as it was then.  These are 
different times.  We have a lot younger congregation than we had at that time.  I thought it was a great 
thing that they did it.  Over the years we have had some unusual personalities that have taken charge of 
that.  We had some cooks that had even more unusual personalities.  Mildred Bailey and Sara Young---
Lord, have mercy!  I don’t like turnip greens, (laugh) and they did everything possible to get me to eat 
turnip greens.  They even put Cool Whip on them one day on my tray.  (laugh)  Nothing like friends.  
 
JW: I remember Miss Sara and Miss Nell who were there when I was growing up.  I remember if you 
were the one---you always wanted to take collection and take it down to the secretary on Sunday 
morning.  Because that way, you could go down the steps and sneak into the back of the kitchen.  In the 
middle drawer in between the utensils Sara and  Nell would keep vanilla wafers and they would let you 
take a couple if you snuck down during Sunday School hours.  They were always on my list.  (laugh) 
 
CL: Another thing you may not know is that once a month back in those days, they had a meal that  I 
guess it was just a little bit high falutin’ because there was a particular group of people that came and 
they had a chitlin supper –Tommy Ross.  I tell you, you couldn’t have paid me to go. 
 
JW: One other person we were talking about this week, too.  We were looking at the old lamp post 
down front, and I told a story on Leroy because I remember growing up with Leroy, who was custodian 
for I don’t know how many years, and I remember one Christmas the ladies asked me to put a bow out 
on the lamp post.  I hid it out there and my arm hit one of the globes and, of course, it fell to the ground 
and burst.  When I turned around all, I could see was the plaque on the front of the church, you know, 
“Built in 1915 and the oldest church.”  I felt terrible, and I went to Leroy and I said, “I’ve broken this 
globe, and it has probably been there since 1900.  I don’t know what to do.”  He put his arm around me 
and he said, “Let’s go downstairs to my office, of course, where the shuffle board thing is.  So we sit 
down, and there’s this big, old cabinet down there, about six foot tall, two door.   He goes into this 
whole discussion, he said, “It’s ok.  It’s going to be all right.”  Ten minutes later, he opens those doors 
and he goes, “You know what, we got plenty of them.  I buy them by the case.”  (laugh)  He had twelve 



of them.  He said, “I’ve just bought a whole new case.  I just wanted you to squirm a little.”  He said, “It 
happens every week.”  (laugh) 
 
CL:   Denson  Napier went to Leroy’s funeral, and I tell you the truth, having known him and he was just 
one of the best people I have ever known.  You just had tears in your eyes. 
 
JW: Very, very sweet.  
 
MAW:  Shall we go to the chapel?  On this level.   
 
JW: Clay, you are saying that is the original structure of the windows, and they just changed out the 
original panes. 
 
CL: Yes.  I think it is amazing. 
 
JW: They did pick up on so much of the iconography and design throughout the rest of the church.  
So they did an incredible job.   This was added in the mid-fifties?  The chapel. 
 
CL: Yes, the chapel was built in 1952.  I do not know when they started…they had the 8:30 worship 
service here in the chapel.  When I came here in 1976, they were still having it here.  The first board 
meeting I went to, I never will forget, a gentleman made the motion that we do away with the 8:30 
service.   You would have thought we were doing away with God, mother, and apple pie.  But they voted 
to keep it.  I thoroughly enjoyed the 8:30 services here in the chapel.  The chapel at that time had a 
couple of more pews than it has now, and the balcony Is up there, but seated at best maybe 100, maybe 
110, if you really squeezed them in.  We usually averaged 80 in that early service.   I don’t remember, 
actually, when they started having it in the sanctuary. 
 
JW: I think it was when Ed Cates was here.  And we did a partial renovation.  Bob Cates.  Correct.  When 
he was here, we did a partial painting and renovation in the sanctuary, and I believe it started in here, 
during that time, I think.   
 
CL: I followed Bob. 
 
JW: Yes, you followed Bob. 
 
CL: And for twelve years we had it in here.  It was after 1988 that … 
 
JW: I gotcha.  In 1982, you baptized one of my children in here.   
 
CL:  We always had a soloist, or sometimes a quartet.  Didn’t you and Donny used to come to the 8:30 
service? 
 
MAW: We did.  We came to the 8:30 service. 
 
JW: We did, too.  My parents came and I took up collection when I was very little.  We seat right at 90 
now.  We have made some accessibility and other changes that we needed.  The small pipe organ that 
we used downstairs during the renovations is going to come up and be installed in the balcony.   
 



CL: Is it a little pipe organ? 
 
JW: It is.  Ironically, it is a small Moeler.  It is kind of like a home venue pipe organ.  Of course, a Moeler 
is what we had previously, before we had the Cassonlin in the sanctuary.  The Fleming family had given 
that in honor of Rev. Fleming.  That will be here in the chapel as well.                    
 
JW: They gave that in memory of Helene, and in memory of him for upstairs. 
 
MAW:  It’s nice with the aisle where people can walk.  
 
JW: We’ve widened the aisles, there are kneelers for every pew.  Course we still have the Gathering 
Area in the front, and we’ve changed the sound in here and our colors are slightly changed.  It is just a 
beautiful space---a totally different space than our sanctuary so it is wonderful to partake of two 
different atmospheres.   
 
MAW: It is nice to have this.  You don’t always need the large sanctuary, you need a small space. 
 
JW: That is right. 
 
MAW: Sometimes just a small area is good.  Do we need to say anything about the Courtyard? 
 
JW: That is up to you. 
 
MAW:  We missed Sara Ridgeway  then we were hesitant to call her because of her poor health. I 
remember the berm was added when the Courtyard was added. 
 
CL:  This was very flat out here and there was no event of any kind.  We used to have picnics out here. 
 
MAW: I remember that.  
 
CL:  It was a lovely place to do it.  Especially when the sun went down.  And you had enough shade out 
here.  In the summer time. 
 
MAW:  I would still like a shade tree. 
 
CL:  I think the way they finally did this was really well done.  They used a professional landscaper to do 
the original work.   
 
MAW: It is a nice area. 
 
CL: Let’s go look at those lanterns.   
 
MAW: Yes. I forget who had the estate sale of the Galloway House House, but we purchased a dresser 
and when we got home we started cleaning it out.  Underneath some drawer liner was a silk screen that 
I am sure came from China from the Galloways.  It was a nice little find.   
 
CL: These lanterns were given to Bishop Charles Betts Galloway for whom the church is named.  There’s 
a real question about whether they are Japanese or Chinese.  My understanding was that they are 



actually Chinese.  I know that some of the feeling that grew up was not too long after the Second World 
War.  
But these were given to Bishop Galloway, who was bishop of this area from 1886 to 1910 when he died.  
But he traveled all over the world.   
 The bishops in that day usually had a large area, but he was very much interested in the 
missionary movement and, interestingly, some people that have Mississippi roots, the Lambuths, and 
there were actually four over a period of about 150 years that all were missionaries of some kind.  
Starting out with missionaries to the Indians in southwest Tennessee, but they ultimately went to China.  
One of them was a doctor.  He was a minister as well, but he was a medical doctor.  He went to school 
and studied medicine, and then he and his father ended up starting the Methodist Church in Japan.  It 
did not last.  We do have some remnants of it today, but there was a period there when there was not 
one.  But here, again, I’ll be honest with you, I don’t know where… 
 
MAW: Have we ever tried to have it translated?  To know? 
 
CL: I don’t think you have had a preacher that could have translated it.  I feel safe in saying that.  
 
JW: But am I correct in saying that these were given to Bishop Galloway? 
 
CL: Yes. 
 
JW: From the Emperor of Japan?   
 
CL:  I don’t know. 
 
JW: I think that’s right.  We have gone through this with Ann Lipscomb at the Mississippi Department of 
Archives and they were presented to him for that year.   
 
CL:  I think it is an indication of his statesmanship.  We ought not to forget that the State Capitol that we 
have over here, it was Charles Betts Galloway in 1903 that gave the main speech at that dedication. 
 
MAW: You gave the speech again in 2003.   
 
JW: That’s right.  I know that we have the Bible from the year that this sanctuary was built, that the 
legislature presented to the church I guess in exchange for that as well.  That is the Bible that we used 
for the first few years that sits just outside the parlor. 
 
CL: Right 
 
JW:  From the legislature. 
 
CL: Most people look at these and just think they are nice little novelties.  In reality they have some real 
meaning.     
 
(The group moves to the Methodist Building.) 
CL: This Methodist Building was built in 1956.  It represented the offices of the Conference that covered 
the south half of the state.  We had two Conferences in Mississippi.  One called the North Mississippi 
Conference, the other called just the Mississippi Conference. It was the southern part of Mississippi.  I 



had the privilege of working in this building for five years from 1969 to 1974.  I did a lot of traveling and 
visited a lot of churches.  We were involved in a lot of different kinds of program activities for the 
Conference.  The roof of the building was a real problem almost from the day it was built.  I think they 
have fixed that, haven’t they, Jim? 
 
JM: It has been patched up again.  But it is currently not leaking.  
 
MAW:  I will add that I am probably the only one here that came to this site when it was the Carnegie 
Library.  Originally, this building, when Jackson built the new library down on State Street, across from 
the current Welty Library building,  it was the Carnegie Library and it was situated right on the corner.  It 
was a fabulous old library.  I have a picture of it.  That was the original site.  
 
CL:  I think the reason that the Conference built this building---I don’t know how they were able to get 
this property---but they wanted a witness right here next to the state Capital.  Our office was on the 
other side of the building on the second floor, and I could look out and watch and name every one of 
them.   
 
JM: We purchased the building, I believe, in about 2013.  About ’12 or ’13 and that completed Galloway 
owning the whole city block.  We recently renovated the first floor only.  It is primarily used for 
gatherings of people.  It has a nice kitchen, a good serving area.  A lot of activities go on morning, noon, 
and night. It has the prettiest view in Jackson through the window.   
 
CL:  My understanding is that they do more than just feed and that is one of the concerns as Christians, 
we need to have, we want to do for them what they need in terms of physical needs, but also do 
something in terms of their spiritual needs.  Hopefully, prayer for them and back into the main stream of 
life, working, and Jackson has so many homeless people.  It is not any different from other cities, but we 
seem to have a large number.  I’m so pleased that we have this kind of a witness---a daily program for 
them.  Food, clothing and things like that.  It seems to be doing real well.  
 
MAW: I think it is.   It serves their needs.  
 
JM: Just so that you all will know--- 
 
CL: There is an elevator that goes up to the second floor.  When I worked here it didn’t have an elevator.  
I remember certain things.  (LAUGH) 
 
JM: What’s important in your memory?  I always thought the dogwood trees along here were so pretty.  
 
MAW:  They are. 
 
JW: They are ready for Easter.  You would have thought that they would cut the grass for all the Easter 
Egg hunts.   We have had confirmation in here each week.  A lot of the ladies’ circles are meeting in 
here.   So it is amazing how much this building has started to be used because we don’t have to open the 
other facility, especially at night.  On Sunday nights, groups meet in here as well. So it has really become 
a very versatile space.  It is so easy over here.  Instead of opening up the other facility.  I think a lot of 
the groups enjoy the kitchen.  I know that Saturday cook days, and things like that, for Meals on Wheels 
and other programs over here as well, and Caring Cooks to give to people when they are sick  so they 
come in here on Saturdays and do that.  This has been great to have this extra facility over here.   



 
CL: Where the kitchen is now used to be an assembly room.   It was a little wider than it is now, but we 
could have forty people for a meal in it. 
 
JW: It is nice to see a new life in a building, isn’t it? 
 
CL:  It really is. This is a beautiful job.   
 
JM: It has a seating capacity of about a hundred.   
 
CL: Don’t we feed between eighty and a hundred most every day at Grace Place.  
 
JW: We do.  
 
JM:  Around eighty.  Usually sixty-five to eighty-five---somewhere like that.  
 
JW: I think that the Grace Place ministry that takes place here now with other churches and other 
denominations that have joined for the same mission of downtown, furthering help for those in need, 
helping with employment and other services.  I think it is kind of that common ground that everybody 
does not feel like they have to be a United Methodist to contribute to the needs downtown or 
throughout the city. I think that is interesting that that has taken place.   
 
MAW: It is a kind of lagniappe.  
 
JW:  Absolutely.  That’s right.   I think it has even shown other downtown churches what those 
partnerships can be.  I know that we have talked about in recent months about those partnerships that 
have started to form.   I hope that they will continue.  It is very interesting how this has taken place.  
   
MAW: I noticed the art work.  Are there any stories behind any of the art work? 
 
JW:  No.  There’s a group ---there’s a Sunday School Class here, and I cannot think of its name that has 
been purchasing art for this building.   I want to say it comes through Tom Harmon, but I’m not sure.  
 
MAW:  I can’t tell you all how much I appreciate your doing this.  I have been fascinated.   
 
JW: Did we halfway make sense? 
 
MAW: You did to me.  Thank you all very much.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


