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Oral History Interview with Richard McRae 
By Ginnie Munford 

 

This is an interview for the Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church Oral History Project funded by 
the Mississippi Humanities Council.  The interview is with Richard McRae, member of Galloway United 
Methodist Church.  Taken in Jackson, Mississippi on January 28, 2015.  The interviewer is Ginnie 
Munford.   

 

Today is January 28, 2015. I am Ginnie Munford.  I am interviewing Richard McRae at his home on 
Meadowbrook Drive in Jackson. 

GM:  Mr. McRae, can you state your full name and tell us when and where you were born? 

RM:  Richard Duncan McRae.  I was born in 1921.  I was born here in Jackson. 

GM:  And tell us who your parents were? 

RM:  My father was Sam Proctor McRae, S.P. McRae.  

GM:  And your mother?  

RM:  My mother was Rowena Green. 

GM:  Were you born at home or in a hospital? 

RM:  Home.  My mother got tuberculosis a little bit after I was born.  And she stayed sick and we went 
out to Colorado… thought the dry air would be better for her.  She died when I was 8 years old.   

GM:  And you had a brother and a sister, is that correct? 

RM:  That’s right, Sam and Rowena.    

GM:  And was Sam your older brother? 

RM:  Sam was older…Rowena was the oldest, then Sam then me. 

GM:  And did all three of you go to Galloway Church your whole life? 

RM:  My whole life, yes.   

GM:  Tell us if you would some of your earliest childhood memories of Galloway? 

RM:   I remember the Sunday school classes…went to all the Sunday school classes.  I remember when I 
was real young a teacher was teaching and I went to sleep (laughing) and he said, “Mr. McRae, would 
you please wake up!” 

GM:  (Laughing) Do you remember any particular people who were important in the church in your 
growing up years? 

RM:   You mean the preachers or…? 
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GM:   Either preachers or teachers or active members that you remember? 

RM:   Of course, Dr. Selah was very important in the Church.  Sunday school teacher…what’s his 
name…very important… 

 

GM:   When you were a little boy, did you go to church every Sunday with your family? 

RM:    I know exactly where I sat! 

GM:   So you sat in the same place every Sunday? 

RM:   Every Sunday! 

GM:  And where was that? 

RM:  Going into the church, it’s on the left-hand side of those pews. 

GM:  And would you sit with any extended family, or was it just your father and your brothers and your 
sister? 

RM: Sometimes my sister would go off and sit with some girls upstairs. 

GM: What did you enjoy as a little boy at the church?  Was there anything in particular that you looked 
forward to? 

RM:  Oh… I can’t think of anything in particular, no. 

GM:  Did you have friends that were your church friends? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM:  Can you remember any of those people? 

RM:  No..thinking… 

GM:  That’s alright.  Maybe it will come back to you later.  How was Sunday school and church service 
different at Galloway when you were growing up from how it is now? 

RM:  I guess it’s about the same, you know it hasn’t changed much.  Different preachers. 

GM: But I guess one thing that’s different is we now have woman preachers…we didn’t have woman 
preachers back then.  How about the way people dress… was it different when you were growing up? 

RM:  No, not really here. 

GM:  About the same? 

RM:  About the same. 

GM:  Can you think of any ministers or outside speakers that came to Galloway when you were coming 
along? 



3 
 

RM: I remember some of them coming… you know we would have revivals and they would come to the 
revivals. 

GM:  Well now that’s something different, isn’t it!  We don’t do revivals much anymore. 

RM: Back in those days preachers came for a week for a revival and preach. 

GM: And when they came for revival…would your family go to hear them every night? 

RM: Oh yeah. 

GM: Every night!  My goodness!  Did they have meals?  Did they serve meals at the church back then, do 
you remember that? 

RM:  Yes. 

GM:  Where did you live?  Where did your family live in Jackson? 

RM:  On North State Street.  928 North State. 

GM:  928 North State.  So you would go to church in your family’s car, is that right? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM:  And was Galloway a church as it is now where people came from all different neighborhoods 
around town or did you feel like most of your friends were from the same area? 

RM:  I think they came from different neighborhoods. I think some people came from Rankin County 
over to church. 

GM:  That’s certainly true today too.  What kind of activities other than the church service do you 
remember your family being involved in?  Was your father involved in leadership in the church? 

RM: Yeah, he was… I guess he was Chairman of the Board… and what else now? 

GM: Did he attend a men’s Sunday school class? 

RM: I don’t believe he did. 

GM:  You may not remember that!  You just remember you did! 

RM:  (Laughing) I did! 

GM:  Do you remember if the Sunday school classes were boys and girls together? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM:  They were? 

RM:  No, wait a minute.  Boys went with boys and girls separate.  And later on they got together. 

GM:  Maybe when you got to be teenagers? 

RM:  Yeah. 
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GM:  But when you were little you remember it being separated? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM: One of our people we interviewed who’s older than you are, Phineas Stevens, remembered when 
he was a little boy they had a sand pile inside the church.  Do you remember?  Was that still there when 
you were growing up? 

RM:  I don’t remember. 

GM:  Did they have a playground outside that you remember?  Swing sets and that kind of thing for 
children? 

RM:  Yes seemed to me like there was, yes. 

GM: Tell us about your education and when you… as you were growing into a man and became your 
own adult and had your own family, did you go away to school? 

RM: Went to Davis School then I went to Central High School then went to Ole Miss. 

GM:  When did you graduate from Ole Miss? In the ‘40s, would it be in the ‘40s? 

RM: Thinking… 

GM: Would it be before the War or after the War? 

RM:  Before…it was Before the War. 

GM:  Before the War. And then did you and your brother go away during the war years or did you stay in 
Jackson? 

RM: Well, when I was about 11 years old I had osteomyelitis.  Do you know what that is? 

GM:  I don’t!  Something with the bones? 

RM: Osteomyelitis. Is with the marrow of the bone and I had about six operations for that. 

GM:  Oh my goodness. 

RM:  So then when I tried to get in the service I couldn’t get in.  So I got into the Red Cross and went 
overseas. 

GM:  Oh, so you spent the war years overseas in the Red Cross? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM: Do you remember anything that was different when you came back to Jackson?  Were you married 
after the war? 

RM: Oh yeah we got married after the war. 

GM:  Tell us about your wife, Selby. 

RM: Selby well... let’s see.  Sally Carmichael I think had a party on a Friday night and Selby was dating 
somebody and I had a date with somebody else.  Then Sunday I called her up and asked her to go out 
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with me and we did and then went out Sunday night for dinner.  I always said I bought her Sunday night 
dinners ever since! 

GM:  Ever since?! 

RM:  Ever since!  She was a great person. 

GM:  Well tell us a little bit about her family’s history with the Church. 

RM: You know Henry Vaughn, Henry Vaughn Watkins. 

GM:  And that was Selby’s father. 

RM:  Yes.  And he was very involved in the Church.   

GM:  So did you know Selby growing up through the Church?  Was she a different age? 

RM:  She was about 5 years younger than I was. 

GM:  Well, that’s a big difference when you’re teenagers. So you met her at a party at Sally 
Carmichael’s? 

RM:  Yes.  And so then we …then I asked her to marry me.  We were married on June 25th that year. 

GM:  I have a list here that says Clovis Chapel was the minister at Galloway during the war years from 
’41-‘45.  Do you remember him? 

RM:  Clovis, yes. Good preacher too, he was a good preacher. 

GM:  He was a strong preacher.   

RM:  A very strong preacher. 

GM: And then he was succeeded by Dr. Selah, who was there for 18 years. 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM: That’s a long time.  Can you tell us anything in particular you remember about either one of those 
strong preachers, Dr. Selah or Clovis Chapel? 

RM: No, I can’t remember anything in particular about Clovis Chapel.  But I’ve known Dr. Selah.  Some of 
the church members got him outside and tried to talk black members into coming into church…but 
these church members stood out there and wouldn’t’ let them in.  But then Dr. Selah heard about it and 
got very upset. And in a little bit he started bleeding from his nose. 

GM:  Oh my goodness.  And then he left after that, is that correct? 

RM:  No. 

GM: No.  But he was just upset? 

RM:  Yes, he was upset. But he stayed a long time. 

GM:  Tell us what kind of activities at the church you were involved in, you and Selby. 
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RM:  Let’s see…once we taught a Sunday school class together. 

GM:  Was that an adult class or young people? 

RM:  Adult class. 

GM:  It was an adult class you and Selby taught together? 

RM:  We were in the same class. 

GM:  Oh I see.  But both of you were teaching? 

RM: Uh huh. Then Selby got involved in going out and visiting old people at night. 

GM: Visiting for the church…shut-ins and people that couldn’t come to church? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM:  And tell us about your children. 

RM:  Well, let’s see.  I’ve got Richard. 

GM:  And Richard’s the oldest, is that correct? 

RM:  Richard’s the oldest.  Then … 

GM:  Susan? 

RM:  Susan then Vaughan. 

GM: Susan then Vaughan. And all three of them were raised at Galloway, is that correct? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM:  Just like your grandchildren now have all been raised at Galloway.  Well, Vaughan’s children have 
all been raised at Galloway.  So your involvement at Galloway… your family goes back several 
generations. 

RM:  Yeah, I was baptized there, I joined the Church there. 

GM: And did you get married there? 

RM:  Got married there. 

GM:  And then your children got baptized there. 

RM: Yeah. 

GM: And some of your grandchildren. 

RM: Yeah. 

GM: That’s a pretty strong connection!  Do you… I know you were involved of course in building up your 
business during those years when your children were growing up.  Did you take any leadership roles at 
Galloway during those years?  
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RM: As I said, I was Chairman of the Board. 

GM: That’s a big job!  Do you remember any difficult decisions that were made during your time as a 
leader of the Church?  Were there any hard choices that the Church had to make that you recall? 

RM: Not that I recall. 

GM: But when you were Chairman of the Board would’ve been sometime during the ‘50s or ‘60s when 
your children were growing up? 

RM: Yeah. 

GM: And where did ya’ll live when your children were growing up?  Did ya’ll live in Belhaven? 

RM: 928 North State. 

GM: Oh, you still lived at North State Street! 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM:  Okay! Can you think of any people other than Dr. Selah and Clovis Chapel who were leaders in the 
Church maybe lay leaders that you looked up to, or any other people that you admired as leaders in the 
Church? 

RM:  Thinking… 

GM:  Or people maybe that you counted on for help when you were involved in leadership during the 
years when your generation was involved in leadership? 

RM:  I can see them but I can’t think of their names! 

GM:  That’s understandable!  Can you think of any way you would characterize Galloway in describing it 
to somebody who isn’t familiar with it?  Can you say why Galloway is an important force in this 
community? 

RM:  I think it’s a very important force and I think you can offer a lot of activities to people and different 
things …it has good classes, Sunday school classes that would fit any person who comes to Galloway. 

GM:  That there’s a real variety of viewpoints and types of things being studied. 

RM:  And people come like I said from Rankin County and you know come… 

GM:  So you get to know people from across the community through the Church. 

RM:  Yeah.  And back then we used to have a church full of people. 

GM:  And when you said “church full of people” you’re talking about not 300 people, but you mean 
more than that? 

RM:  Well, I guess in Selah’s time all the seats were full and they put some chairs in the aisles. 

GM:  So they couldn’t even contain all the people in the regular pews during that period. 

RM:  Yeah. 
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GM:  And why do you think he was so popular? 

RM:  Well, he always had a good service, good sermon. 

GM:  And when you say a good sermon, you mean it was provocative?  He studied a lot? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM:  And would you characterize him as a scholar? 

RM:  I would say definitely he was a scholar. 

GM:  And was he a quiet man or a real lively personality? What was his personality like? 

RM:  He was more of a quiet person.  In fact when Selby and I was going to be married we went down to 
meet with him and tell him we were going to be married…we waited for him (laughing)…and he didn’t 
say anything!  He said well he wished he was going and we had the service. 

GM:  (Laughing) And that was it? 

RM:  (Laughing) That was it!  

GM:  He didn’t give you a lot of advice? 

RM:  Uh huh. 

GM:  You just sat there and waited and he never said anything? 

RM: No! 

GM: But he married you? 

RM:  What? 

GM:  Was he the one who performed the service? 

RM:  Yes. 

GM:  IS there anything that you can think of that’s important for us to make sure young people coming 
along know about Galloway? 

RM:  I think we have a lot to offer for them you know Sunday school classes…we have different things 
and games and things like that. 

GM:  And I know your children were real active in the Youth Department when they were coming along, 
isn’t that correct?   

RM:  Yeah. 

GM:  I remember I grew up in Columbia as you might know.  And of course we looked to Galloway as the 
flagship church for the Methodists and I knew Susan during that time when we were in high school 
because she was so active in Wesley Pines and the MYF.  She was about my age maybe a little bit 
younger and I remember she was deeply involved and was a leader in the Youth Group.  And all of your 
children were involved in the Church in those Youth activities? 
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RM: Yeah. 

GM: In more recent years, you and Selby donated the new organ that we have in our sanctuary.  Can 
you tell us about how that came about? 

RM:  Well, let’s see.  What’s her name…? 

GM:  Mary Taylor Sigman? 

RM:  Mary Taylor…we liked Mary Taylor and she talked about we needed a new organ.  So Selby and I 
gave the organ to the Church.  And they had all the pipes…we couldn’t meet in the sanctuary so had to 
meet downstairs because they had all the pipes and so forth in the pews to go in the back and you can’t 
imagine what goes back in there you know. 

GM:  Really? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM:  And so it was so elaborate when they were installing it that they had to close the sanctuary for a 
while? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM:  Well, I’ve been told that it’s one of the finest organs anywhere around. 

RM:  Well, it was… 

GM:  Specially built for our church. 

RM:  Size wise for our church...First Baptist may have something bigger! 

GM:  It’s so big!  I’m going to say the name of a few ministers that served during the time when you’ve 
been at Galloway and I’m going to ask you if you have any special memories of any of them.  Some of 
them may have been when you were a child.  H.S. Spragins, do you remember him?  You were probably 
too little then.  How about Decell…J.L. Decell? 

RM: Decell, yes. 

GM: He was in the ‘30s so you would’ve been in school then. 

RM: Yeah. 

GM:  Do you remember him?  Do you remember anything about him you could tell us? 

RM:  No. 

GM:  And the Southerland, B. L. Sutherland. 

RM: Yeah, but I didn’t think he was too good. 

GM:  So he wasn’t one of the stronger ones? 

RM: No! 

GM: Not like Clovis Chapel.  You remember Clovis Chapel? 
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RM: Oh yeah.  

GM:  He was a strong preacher? 

RM: Very strong. 

GM: And when you say very strong preacher. you mean he could give a good sermon? 

RM:  Good sermon and you would listen. 

GM:  Because it was worth listening to.  And Dr. Selah, the same way? 

RM: Yeah. 

GM: And did they know people in the congregation personally?  Were they personable and were they 
involved or were they more removed and just delivering the sermons? 

RM:  I think they knew people in the congregation but as far as outgoing they were not. 

GM:  They were not the outgoing types.  Did they have assistant preachers during those years, do you 
remember? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM:  Well, I think Clay Lee was an assistant at some point, wasn’t he, maybe as a young man? 

RM:  Yeah, he was an assistant and he used to sing...had a pretty voice. 

GM:  Another man that you remember? 

RM: Yeah. 

GM: And then Denson Napier was an assistant for a while but that was later? 

RM: Yeah. 

GM:  How about Warren J. Cunningham, he came after Dr. Selah, do you remember him? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM: And Warren Hamby? 

RM: Yeah, Warren Hamby, I remember him. 

GM: And what was he like? 

RM:  He was all right! (Laughing) 

GM: And then there was one named Robert Kates? 

RM: Yeah. He was good. 

GM: He was a good preacher.  And, of course, Clay Lee who was there for a long time. 

RM: Yeah. 
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GM: He must have been there… 

RM: 14 years. 

GM: Is that right? 

RM: Something like that.  Clay is a good preacher. 

GM: (Reading) Oh, here are some assistants.  This says, John Countiss, Sr.  That would’ve been Judge 
Countiss’ father maybe? 

RM: I don’t… 

GM: You don’t remember him?  James Holston, Robert Anding?  Youi remember him? 

RM: No. 

GM: And John Henry Morrow? 

RM: Yea, I know him.  He ran the Methodist Children’s Village, or something like that. 

GM: Oh, I do remember that because he came back to Galloway.  He ran the Children’s Home. 

RM: Yeah. 

GM: Methodist Children’s Home.  And then Bill Gober. 

RM: Bill Gober. 

GM:  That’s the one that you remember that was singing, is that right? 

RM: RM: He was a singer, right! 

GM: And he was there for a good while, 10 years. 

RM: Well, he wasn’t too good a preacher but he was a good singer! 

GM: He was a good singer!  (Laughing)  And didn’t he work with the Youth too? 

RM: Yeah, I think. 

GM: Okay.  And then Martin Case? 

RM: Yeah, Martin Case…I remember him but I can’t say whether he was good or bad. 

GM: (Laughing) Well, did the assistant ministers ever preach or did they mostly just help out on the 
activities and visitation? 

RM:  I think they helped out with visitation but I think they preached some too especially when the 
senior minister was on vacation. 

GM:  Well, now when you talk about revivals, tell us what that was like.  Was it more informal than the 
regular church service? 

RM: Yea, it was more informal and we don’t have those anymore. 
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GM: Did they have altar calls like the Baptists do? 

RM: What? 

GM: Did they have altar calls like the Baptists do at revival where they ask people to come down front? 

RM: No!  They didn’t. 

GM: They didn’t do that kind of revival.  But they would just have a guest preacher from off somewhere? 

RM:  Yeah. 

GM: And were the crowds substantial? 

RM: Yeah, had a good crowd. 

GM: For revivals.  And they would carry on services for a whole week at a time? 

RM: Yeah. 

GM: Can you think of anything else you would remember about Galloway and your family when you 
were growing up that you’d like to tell us? 

RM:  Well, Olivier, what’s his name…Ross Olivier? 

GM:  Ross Olivier. 

RM:  I thought he was a great preacher. 

GM:  He was a wonderful preacher, wasn’t he?  And that was an unusual appointment, where he was 
here from South Africa. 

RM: Yeah, he was a great preacher.  I guess…when Selby died and he performed the ceremony. 

GM: I think that’s right… that would’ve been during his time.  When you were a little boy and coming to 
Galloway, were there any Youth activities when you were in high school, do you remember that?  Did 
you do Scouts or anything like that? 

RM: Yeah, seemed like they had Scout Troup 9 I think it was out of Galloway. 

GM: And did y’all meet at the Church? 

RM: Yeah. 

GM: And you and your brother Sam both participated in that? 

RM: Yeah. 

GM: And what do you remember Rowena your sister involved in church activities? 

RM: Yeah, she was.  I can’t think exactly what she was doing but she did get involved.  I think we all got 
involved. 

GM: And your father was in Galloway Church until he died, is that correct? 
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RM: Yeah. 

GM: And he lived to be sometime in the ‘50s or ‘60s? 

RM: You mean when he died? 

GM: Yes. 

RM: He was 83. 

GM: Alright, can you think of anything else you need to tell us about? 

RM: No. 

GM: Well, thank you very much.  We appreciate your going back in time for us! 

 

 

 


