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GB: This is Gloria Beckett with the Galloway Oral  History.  I am interviewing Mrs. Betty Sue Pittman 
May. We are at her home in Pearl, Mississippi., Good Afternoon, Mrs. May. 

SM: Good Afternoon, Gloria. 

GB: Would you please state and spell your name? 

SM: Betty B-e-t-t-y Sue Pittman May. 

GB: Where and when were you born? 

SM: I was born in Gulfport. My parents lived in rural Hancock County. So,, it was necessary to go to 
Gulfport to be in the hospital and so forth. But, ah, in 1925 October the 25th. 

GB: What is the name of your spouse and any children? 

SM: William W. May who died in 97. And, my daughter Nancy Chamberlin. 

GB: And you've been at Galloway quite a while. Can you share with us how you made it to Galloway 
and what it was like when you came to Galloway? 

SM: Ah yes, my family had lived in Hancock County as I mentioned until 1940 when we moved to 
Jackson. My dad had been working here with the Mississippi Forestry Association for a while and that 
was quite a commute you know so we moved to Jackson. And my older sister was ready to go to 
Millsaps and I was going into the ninth grade. And ah we moved to Jackson at that time we moved into 
the Galloway neighborhood which was Hamilton Street. It's hard to believe that there were nice 
residences on Hamilton Street now. But there was. Then and soon after that few though a few months 
we acquired a house on North Congress Street and lived there for two or three years. Tried to buy that 
house but couldn't. And did buy a house on North Street.  And that was still in the Galloway 
neighborhood. And we were always part of Galloway. 

GB: So your family moved here and at during what time did you join Galloway? 

SM: Well, I think the record says it was December of 44 but actually I thought it was earlier than that 
but I suppose it had something to do with transferring the church membership from Dantzler Memorial 
in Moss Point. Which was the Methodist church for my family. There was no Methodist church in the 
part of Hancock County where we lived and Moss Point was my mother's home and so consequently 
that was our church. 

GB: And when you joined Galloway, what were some of the activities you were involved in? 



SM: I….. the only ones  that I remember for a few years was just Sunday School and church. There 
are some of the same people there now who were in the junior high,  as we called it then, department    
like Catherine Klipple and Elizabeth Burks Lay are the two that I recall right now ah... and so we've been 
there ever since. 

GB: What did you like most about Galloway during that time? 

SM: Well, I certainly enjoyed the fellowship, the total ministry of the church, but actually I had just 
always been brought up in the church you just went and enjoyed it (laughter) and as far as I was concern 
there was no other choice of a church. Which there was of course plenty of churches in Jackson, but 
they weren't near  us and we just  enjoyed Galloway, the ministers. The first minister there, the one 
when we joined was Southerlin, and  he preferred to be called Pa. If you could imagine a minister being 
called Pa Southerlin  (laughter) and his wife wanting to be called Ma... and so we had Ma and Pa 
Southerlin and they were there for perhaps a year and then the music director who was the only other 
real staff member was a Dr. Thompson. 

....and he was also sort of associate minister. Then Dr. Chappel came when I was starting in ……starting 
in to high school and then ah he was there for four years. Then Dr. Selah. 
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GB: I kept the this ah edition of the Spotlight. I was curious about the bowling alley. Do you recall 
the bowling alley? 

SM:   O definitely I recall the bowling alley. 

Now that was not during my youth. That was during the time that ah I was... had grown, I was the ah  
counselor for the junior high department and ah this area of the church was built. See this is in the new 
addition to the church and I was growing up there was just the major addition sort of the square behind 
the sanctuary and the Sunday School rooms were there. There was no auditorium, no gathering area, no 
nothing over there in fact that was another house where we had Sunday School. It was an old parsonage 
and then the parsonage was next door. And all that's of course gone now with the Chapel and so forth. 

The bowling alley was in the on the top floor and it was very popular ah my ah junior high department of 
whom some of these were definitely a part of it and ah and we would meet every Sunday night ah 
Sunday afternoon. 

The choir the choristers group would meet and those who were not in the choir would be in our 
recreation program and we used the bowling alley as ah one of the places and then there was shuffle 
board in the hallway by it and there was a big ah patio roof which ah was a nice place to gather ah but 
since the floor was not suitable for ah it had slits in it was not a continuous floor for the rain to go thru 
you know(laughter) but it was it was a nice place to gather and ah and do some activities. But the 
bowling alley was a very popular part of the church and ah as you can see here ah with Anja Devries, and 



ah Anna Dennery,  ah the others in this picture were a little older…. they were already in high school 
when I was ah with them. 

GB: You were very involved at Galloway. You belonged to Sunday School. MYF, Young Adult 
Fellowship, Wesleyan Service Guild, United Methodist Women, Mary Martha Guild, Church Women 
United. 

SM: Yes 

GB: Tell me all about these groups? 

SM: Okay, let's see. Which is the oldest or just start there well Sunday School that's speaks for itself. I 
think the Sunday School period of time that meant the most to me was Young Adult Fellowship and we 
had Dr. James Ferguson from Millsaps as our principal teacher and he was just a wonderful inspiration to 
us all. He was an excellent ah biblical scholar and just ah general knowledge he was a very 
knowledgeable person of course. And ah then there’s Methodist Youth Fellowship ah we met on Sunday 
afternoons and ah had recreation and then supper and that supper was provided…  no professional 
doing it back then. Our parents came in and made sandwiches and brought cold drinks, Kool-Aid or 
something like that and so there were always a couple or three sets of parents there who were 
providing the refreshments of the evening. And mine like to bring in a particular. My dad favored the hot 
tamales (laughter) so everybody … hot tamale night you know (laughter)! And Caroline Wilson ah 
Tannehills parents were there all the time.   

And various other ones that are not connected in any way with the church that I know now. 

And ah the Young Adult Fellowship  that was the same period as the Sunday School with Dr. Ferguson 
and that was very interesting period of time.. Oh! There must have been 50 of us who were somewhere 
in our 20s  and maybe early 30s. Some married but mostly single. And we ah met for Sunday School and 
we met on Sunday evenings and we had our parties and our trips to the Gulf Coast and to retreats and 
things like that ah that was really a great time. And ah the Wesleyan Service Guild was the night meeting  
that used to be..... it has combined now it was a part of the United Methodist Women well which was 
not that at that time but ah but that was the young.... met at night so that working people could attend. 
And ah Bunny McKibben was always a part of Wesleyan Service Guild. And then now then I moved away 
with my work so I kind of had a disconnected period in there but when I came back and ah I became 
associated with the United Methodist Women. 

And ah I enjoy that group because it ah it involves missions. It is principally a study of Methodist mission. 
And then not just a study it's an action. We have our projects. We can study about the missions of the 
Methodist church worldwide and we have an opportunity to contribute to these missions and to get to 
know rather personally what goes on in the missions and I thoroughly enjoy that because I feel like 
that's the most important part of our church is the mission program. 

Local mission as well as foreign mission. And ah, United Methodist Women study both local and foreign. 
And we have a very close feeling with our circles, they're small and we have a very close friendship 



among ourselves and care for one another if we're ill or have any kind of problem or rejoice with one 
another when there is something special happening and always interested in ah and what's going on in 
the lives of one another.  For example next week we are going to have a birthday party for Dorothy Bey. 
She's in Manhattan Nursing Home and has been for about a year now and has been unable to attend 
our meetings and we have ah continually had a contact with her but ah this is going to be our meeting 
all of our membership will go to ah Manhattan and ah we will have a birthday to honor her but all of the 
residents of the nursing home are invited....  it’s about 40 of them so we will have a big party 
…..cupcakes with candles, ice cream and so forth. And ah in that way connect with Dottie and ah visit 
with her and with her new friends there at Manhattan. 

And ah so we try to follow thru with our membership even though they may be unable to attend regular 
meetings and that sort of thing. 

SM:    Let's see I've got next here the Mary Martha Guild is an important part of the church and that we 
at the …follow the wishes of the bereaved family and our funeral program if they're .... if there's a 
funeral at the church and ah we serve a meal at the church or we will go to their home and take care of 
the situation there. And that's a large group of women across the church who do that. 

GB: How long have you been a member of the Mary Martha Guild? 

SM: Since it began which was about five years ago I guess. 

 GB: So it’s a fairly new?  

SM: It’s a fairly new organization as far as church is concerned, yes. 

Ah Church Women United is an organization that all churches are encouraged, women’s group I guess 
mainly, are encourage to be a part of.  It began with the ah the problem of the integration of the church 
and of society. 

It ah was an effort to bring women together who are leaders or at least members of their own particular 
denomination or their own church.  We meet together at various churches thru the city in fact it’s an 
international organization. And I have heard people who come into our group here in Jackson who have 
been members of say in Hawaii or in California and the experiences they’ve had with the organization 
there.  And ah…Galloway has had a very important part in the ah organization and the   perpetuation of 
Church Women United in that in the beginning Galloway was one of the few places where a group of 
integrated members could gather and at that time … we had…there was … I was not a part of that ….that 
was before I became a member. And ah… my mother was a member though.  So I’d long heard of 
Church Women United.  But that that was a very important position for Galloway and ah Church Women 
United…was that when it began …it was… Galloway was one of the very few places where a group of 
integrate women could gather. 

And so that’s that takes care of that group. Church organization….. 



GB: You.. your mother, you and your mother were very involved in the progressive activities at 
Galloway. Now I also saw that your father was a state senator, is? 

SM: That was when we were in Hancock County from 36 to 40. At that time there was a different 
organization of of…the ah… state government and ah he was just…. And the state was organized into 
like three or four counties. were Districts and they alternated their officers I mean elections and so he 
was elected from Hancock County to serve Hancock, Pearl River and Lamar for four years.  And then the 
next year I mean the next term, would have been either Pearl River or Lamar. They never competed.  
The three of them, each county had its turn.  

GB: During this time, did he…. he ah he came up to Jackson, did you and your mom come with him 
and did you attend Galloway when you came? 

SM: No, we did not go to Galloway… in fact… of course we were in school. I mean the kids were in 
school , but, in the summer he would bring us to Jackson the four kids. Now my mother enjoyed going to 
places like Gatlinburg (laughter) a lot more than she enjoyed bringing four girls to Jackson (laughter)! 
Daddy was a babysitter for the summer I suppose. But ah never-the-less he would bring us and it was a 
glorious time for us because he lived at the Edwards …. The Edwards House. You know, hotel. 

GB: King Edward? 

SM: King Edwards. It was Edwards House at that time.  I think. That was where most of the 
legislators lived.  And ah so we would ah sometimes go to the ah Capital with him if it was for a short 
time but most of the time we’d go out to the zoo for the day you know ah this was when I was in the ah 
sixth, seventh, eighth  grade like that and I had two older sisters and one younger so he would he would 
have us all here and ah then on the way home we would sort of take a different route I remember going 
thru Natchez and seeing Natchez for the first time you know and on down so ah that’s what I remember 
except one thing with the legislature. He was on the Eleemosynary Committee. 

GB: And what is that? 

SM: That included Whitfield Mental Hospital. And that sort of thing.   

GB: Mental health? Kinda of. 

SM: I suppose so. I didn’t know at that time. Remember  

GB: It was different? 

SM: I was in the sixth grade. (laughter) 

SM:  I knew, I  got to see Whitfield and to go into the hospital area into  where the people lived.  You 
know. He took us in and ah of course they were pretty generous with him since he was on this 
committee. But never-the-less those are the things that I remember from his being senator was that in 
the summer time we did get to come if they had a special session you know they usually just have say, 



two weeks during the summer if at all but it was during that time that we got to come to Jackson   and 
go to the zoo and whatever. 

GB: When we have church on the grounds is it sentimental for you now? 

SM: No, not in particular, Ah When we lived on Hamilton Street,  that was a second playground. 

We ah slide down those … ah  (laughter) yes we did too …the elevator areas you know yeah sloped 
down on the card board box and ah it was fun and we could go in the capital on Sunday and play hide-
and-seek. ..inside of that capital and so I know every nook and cranny (laughter) and of course now you 
can hardly get on the grounds without a national permit (laughter). But it was open and ready to go and 
when we lived on North Congress and North Street pass thru the Capital going on the way home that 
was one of the ways to go and there was the ah the refreshment shop in the basement and we would 
pass by it and that was a good spot for a candy bar or an ice cream bar and something whatever we had 
a nickel for it didn’t you know….living was cheap then. ..compared to what it is now. If you had a nickel 
you could have an ice cream bar or something like that on the way home.  So those were my 
recollections of the Capital.  

GB: You were involved quite a bit while you were at Galloway. What does it mean to you or what 
would you tell young people nowadays about being involved, being active? 

SM: Well, it makes your church membership more vital more important to you and it gives you the 
opportunity to get to know so many different people different members and I find that true. Now when 
I was growing up we had a much larger membership but I knew practically everybody and now I’m not 
as ….where I am involved I know the people, but then I find a tremendous number of new and strange  
people every time I go to a meeting you know that sort of thing and if I were more involved  I know that 
I would know more people but that to me is is ah the clue to the value of church membership is getting  
to know all of these wonderful people who are involved in the same interests that you and ah that you 
can work together  in so many projects that you thoroughly enjoy and that are important to you 
personally. Makes good friendships too.  

GB: It does. That’s true indeed. (her dog yawns) Well, thank you so much for your time. Is there 
anything else that you would like to add to this interview that will be archived at Galloway? 

SM: Well, we’ve pretty well covered it (laughter). You asked some very pertinent questions I think. I 
can’t think of anything else that we might talk about. 

Well it’s been a delight and this is a delightful setting that we are in too. 

SM: Well, I enjoy my home, my garden.  

GB: Thank you so much for your time. 

SM: Thank you for coming an interviewing me and visiting with me 

You’re quite welcomed. Come again. 



Thank you. 
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