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By Leonard Van Slyke 

 

This the Galloway United Methodist Church Oral History Project.  The interviewee is T.W. Lewis and the 
questioner is Leonard Van Slyke.   

LVS:  T.W., Good Morning. 

TWL: Good Morning.  

LVS: Maybe the place for you to start would be to tell us what T.W. stands for. 

TWL: It stands for Thomas Wiley. 

LVS: All right. Have you always been known as T.W. or were you known as something else growing up. 

TWL: No. I was always known as T.W. My mother explained to me one time why they used the initials 
was because my grandfather was still living.  I’m the third. They called him Tom and my father was 
Tommy.  So I got to be T.W.  They said Thomas was too dignified for a child. 

LVS: OK (Laugh)  Tell us a little about your family.  Where you grew up and what your parents did for a 
living.  If they both worked and about your siblings. 

TWL: I was born in Columbus, MS in 1931.  My father was an attorney.  He was the attorney for the city 
of Columbus and also for what at that time was the Columbus Savings & Association.  He was involved in 
that as well throughout his career.  My mother had taught school in Memphis, and they married. She 
must have been in her middle thirties, early thirties at that time.  My father was in his middle to late 
thirties.  It was not an early marriage in that sense.  
 I was born after they had been married, I think, four years.  She was very active in the Methodist 
Church, the Women’s Society.  She taught Sunday School and did visiting, particularly to, I suppose, 
indigent people.  My father taught the Men’s Bible Class.  So I was at the church every time the door 
opened because of their involvement. 
 
LVS: Was that at the First Methodist Church? 
 
TWL: Yes. My grandfather had been the pastor of that church twice.   Once, at the turn of the century 
and then, in about 1906 or 1907.   He was in Tupelo when they moved him to Jackson to be an official at 
Millsaps College, where he stayed for a couple of years as maybe Director of Development and decided 
that his calling was in the pastorate.  When he went back, they sent him back to Columbus for two years 
before they moved him to the Memphis Conference.  He was in those churches in the city of Memphis.  
So, I was raised in Columbus and felt all of that heritage on my shoulders as I grew up. 
 
LVS: Did you have any siblings? 
 
TWL: No. I was an only child.  
 
LVS: Did you then stay in Columbus through high school? 
 



TWL:  Yes. I went to Franklin Academy Elementary School and to Lee Junior and High School. 
 
LVS: OK.  And then on to college? 
 
TWL: I came to Millsaps as a Freshman. 
LVS: How did you happen to choose Millsaps? 
 
TWL:  My father had been both to undergraduate school and to the Millsaps Law School. They had a Law 
School at that time, which they abandoned in the ‘20’s to their regret.  Since my grandfather and my 
father were connected with the college---but I think probably the reason was that finally I could play 
football there. (Laugh) 
 
LVS: Tell us about your athletic career. 
 
TWL: I played four years in high school and played four years at Millsaps. 
 
LVS: What was your position? 
 
TWL: I was a running back.  When we ran from the tee, I was the wing back--when we shifted to the 
single wing.  And I kicked the extra points.  And Ii played safety on defense.  
    
LVS:  So you played both ways. 
 
TWL: Most of the time, I did. It was before they mandated both ways.  The year after I graduated, they 
started everybody both ways.  But I had Coach Doby Bartley who put you in the game and didn’t take 
you out unless you got hurt.   
 
LVS: What did you major in at Millsaps? 
 
TWL:  I majored in Sociology. Largely because of the professor, Vernon Wharton, who was a highly 
respected and brilliant man.  He wrote the best book at the time on the Negro in the South or maybe it 
was the Negro in Mississippi.  It was a classic.  He was a wonderful lecturer.  He was a very active lay 
person.  He was the representative to the Annual Conference from his congregation. He was a 
churchman as well as a wonderful professor. 
 
LVS: At Millsaps did you meet Julia?  
 
TWL: Yes. She was in high school when I was a freshman at Millsaps.  We were both appointed to the 
North Mississippi Conference Youth Counci,l and the first time we had a council meeting it was at the 
PKA house because the chairman of the council was a member of that fraternity and it was as far as I 
was concerned, it was love at first sight.  As soon as I saw her, you know…she spoke well, and it took her 
a time to make up her mind.  (laugh)  She was that way all of her life.  She had to think about things for a 
while.  I invited her down for a dance and started corresponding with her, and I went to Kentucky to sell 
Bibles, dictionaries, cook books that summer to make money to come back to school the next year.  She 
came to Millsaps as a freshman, and we reconnected at that point.  Finally, I gave her my fraternity pin. 
 
LVS: Were you married while you were still in school? 
 



TWL: We married in December of my senior year.  I had thought that we were going to wait until I 
finished, but she insisted on marrying in December.  I never …I didn’t know it at the time, but I finally 
figured it out that her parents who lived in Clarksdale, were getting ready to move to Louisiana, and she 
wanted to be married in the church where she was baptized.  So it was to be that.  So we got a garage 
apartment from Mrs. Powers Moore, who was a member of Galloway and that summer we –after she 
was a junior, she finished her junior year there and I finished my senior year and I had a job in the 
Methodist Church at Corinth the Youth Director and Assistant Pastor, and we were there for three 
months  of the summer of 1953.  Then we moved to Dallas, Texas, where I entered the Perkins School of 
Theology and she entered the undergraduate school and she finished her undergraduate work.  She is a 
graduate of SMU.   
 
LVS: You all were married how many years? 
 
TWL: Sixty-three. 
 
LVS: Sixty-three years, until her recent death. 
 
TWL: We were married sixty-three years in December. 
 
LVS: Before we move to theology school, take me back just a moment to Millsaps.  Did you make a 
connection with Galloway at that point during your college years? 
 
TWL: Actually, I did.  Galloway was the church that students went to traditionally, but they had a very 
attractive minister.  His name was W.B. Selah, and his sermons always were very well prepared.  He 
never used notes. I don’t recall, Leonard, I’d like to go back and see some pictures of the sanctuary in 
those days.  Because I don’t recall his using a mike.  I think the acoustics were very good before they put 
that box back there, behind the preacher where they now seat the choir. 
 
LVS: So when you first went to Galloway, there was no choir loft or whatever we call it.   
 
TWL: As I remember it, the choir being behind the pastor.  In several rows, but I can’t picture them being 
seated in a cut out place like they have there now…which has made it hard for me to hear the choir, 
particularly when they were singing softly, until they put that projection above the choir in the recent 
changes. I think that is wonderful. 
 
LVS:  I have heard many people say that. 
 
TWL: It is much better now.   
 
LVS: Choir members themselves say that they could not hear each other over the organ previously. 
That is an interesting bit that I didn’t know that had been changed before.  
What was your first year at Millsaps? 
 
TWL: Fall of ’49. 
 
LVS: So that was your first real connection to Galloway.  Then you moved on to theology school at 
Perkins at SMU. 
 



TWL: Yes. 
 
LVS: Did you emphasize one area or another when you were in theology school or did you just take a 
basic curriculum? 
 
TWL: They had a new curriculum when I arrived.  We were the first class to go into that particular—
probably it has had two or three since then.  But it was very exciting time.  We had wonderful 
professors.  There was an Old Testament professor who actually had written for the Interpreter’s Bible.  
His name was William A. Irwin, and he really turned me on as far as the Old Testament was concerned. 
Then I had a New Testament professor named Hobbs that really made New Testament study exciting for 
me. 
 
LVS: You mentioned Hobbs.  What was Hobbs? 
 
TWL: Hobbs was New Testament. 
 
LVS: Oh, he was the New Testament.  
 
TWL Irwin was the Old Testament professor; Hobbs was the New Testament professor. Edward C. 
Hobbs.  He was just out of graduate school himself.  He was a very dynamic teacher.  He tended to be a 
friend to the student.  He would invite you to his house, and you would have great conversations there.  
The other person that meant a great deal to me was also in New Testament and his name was Fred 
Gayley.  Gayley taught Greek and I didn’t take Greek from him to my regret but I did take New 
Testament.  He would give…he  celebrated communion every morning in the chapel, and he would a ten 
minute, five to ten minute communion meditations that have since been collected into a volume that I 
treasure as some of the best theology in preaching that I have found anywhere.  
 There was a historical theologian there who, I think, was probably—no doubt about it—the 
number one Methodist theologian of the twentieth century.  His name was Albert C. Outler, and he has 
written –he was the one who turned me on to Wesley, to John Wesley.  So those were the people who 
meant a great deal to me.  
 There was a wild man there.  His name was Joe Matthews, who was actually the brother of 
James Matthews who was a Methodist bishop.  You really stayed awake in his class.  You might get hit 
on the head if you didn’t.  
  
LVS: You finished Perkins what year? 
 
TWL: ’56. 
 
LVS: Then where did you go from there. 
 
TWL:  We were appointed to the Macon Methodist Circuit.  Four churches at that time around Macon. 
Exprarie in north east.  Centerpoint, which was a Methodist and Presbyterian congregation, and then 
down in the southeast part, about eighteen miles down there, was Cooksville.  Sandyland was west of  
Salem, which was red clay.   
 
LVS: A geographical experience! 
 



TWL: Yes.  I would preach twice every Sunday morning and once on Sunday evening.  The congregations 
would get three worship services a month instead of just the two that they normally had.  There was a  
Wednesday night service at Salem.  There is a person who was a member of our Sunday School class 
now at Galloway.  Her name is Catherine Edwards, who was an eleven year old in my church at 
Centerpoint.  Her mother was the pianist.  Her father taught the Sunday School class there.   Julie and I 
have maintained relations with them over the years.   
LVS: How long did you serve the Macon circuit? 
 
TWL: Three years. 
 
LVS: Where did you go from there.  
 
TWL: I was thinking of going back to school to get a Master’s in Bible.   I had realized in the teaching that 
I had done for the churches the need to have a better knowledge, for example, of the Biblical language, 
of Greek.  So I had started trying to teach myself Greek with the help of a Presbyterian minister who was 
a dear friend of mine.  He loaned me his standard text of New Testament Greek in those days.   Dr. Jim 
Wroten was the chairman of the department at Millsaps found out that I was interested in going back to 
get the Master’s in Bible,  and he asked me if I would be willing to put that off for a year to fill in for 
Robert Anding who was on the faculty at Millsaps as primarily the one who supervised student pastors 
in their work.  He said, “You’ve had the experience as a pastor of churches, rural churches, most of these 
young men who are now serving and going to Millsaps are in those churches.  So we think you would be 
a good fit.  Bob Anding was going on a sabbatical leave in fifty-nine, sixty.  So I signed a contract with 
them in March of fifty-nine to come and teach.  
  Well, in May I got a letter from Jim saying that Bob Anding has decided not to take his 
sabbatical next year, so I had a contract with Millsaps.  Jim was something of a sly one.  He said, “That’s 
good. Now we can make an additional to the Religion faculty that we have always wanted.  One more 
person in there.  So they gave me fifteen hours and 135 students, and I had never been in the classroom.  
 We didn’t have any children.  Julie got a job teaching at Barr Elementary School.  I was staying 
up until two o’clock in the morning, getting up about six, doing about four hours of sleep at night, 
getting ready to meet the students the next day.  After about six weeks, I went in to see Jim and I said, 
“Jim, I ought to be hating this, but I am loving it.  Interacting with these students makes me feel like this 
is what I want to do.”   He said, “Well, I thought so.  That means you are going to have to go back and 
get your terminal degree.”   I said, “Yes.”  He said, “You need to stay another year, to get your languages 
in shape.”   I had taken German in college, but not taken French.  I had to have both, plus Greek.  So this 
gave me another year to work on Greek, to brush up on my German, and to learn French.   
 
LVS:  What was the importance of French?   
 
TWL: There was a standard requirement for PHD students at that time that they learn French and 
German, and I can explain why that was a blessing to me at that time.   I was shifted out of the full load 
of fifteen hours.  I was teaching only two courses that year.  I thought from what Jim said that President 
Finger was going to give me my choice as to whether I would stay doing what they had originally called 
me to do, or whether I would shift to the Director of Religious Life.   Bob Bergmark was the Director of 
Religious Life at that time, and he was going to move into Philosophy fulltime to take the place of Bond 
Fleming who was going to be on sabbatical.  So Jim asked, “Which would you rather do, had you rather 
do the supervision of the students or become the Director of Religious Life.”  I said to Jim that I had 
rather do the students, the student pastors, because I haven’t done any programming of the Religious 



Life.  He said, “OK, I’ll tell Finger.” He came back and said, “TW, you are going to be the Director of 
Religious Life.  (laugh) 
 
LVS: Regardless! (laugh) 
 
TWL: So I did that for a year and then we …Julia got pregnant.   We had been married seven years.  And 
she get’s pregnant with Tom so Tom is born in June.  I teach summer school, and we pack up Tom and 
belongings and take off for Drew University, Madison, New Jersey.   
 
LVS:  Why Drew University? 
 
TWL: Because of the faculty.  They had the most exciting faculty in theology schools at the time. They 
were glad to have somebody from the South.  The text that I had been using in Old Testament, 
Understanding the Old Testament by Bernard Anderson, was the Old Testament teacher.  The New 
Testament text, Understanding the New Testament by Howard Key, was the New Testament professor 
at Drew.  They had Carl Michaelson, who was probably the most exciting theologian around, was very 
popular.   They had Robert Funk, who became my advisor when I got there.  Thank goodness, because 
he didn’t believe in people staying around a long time.  He wanted you to get through with your work, 
get back to whatever you had in mind.   
 So we went up there and stayed three years.  I stayed three years.  Julia stayed two and one half 
and my father got sick, and she was pregnant again, and she and Tom came back to Mississippi to 
Columbus to look after my father, who was having a difficult time.  I stayed there from February until 
May of 1964.  I got in the car, packed up our things, and brought our things home in the summer of 64, 
which was a very interesting time to come back to Mississippi. 
 
LVS:  Well, I want to talk about that.  So you came back to Millsaps. 
 
TWL: Yes.  They were kind enough to want me back.   
 
LVS: At that point, who was the pastor at Galloway then? 
 
TWL: When I came back--- a good friend of mine—He was there two years. 
 
LVS: Was that Cunningham? 
 
TWL: Cunningham, Jeff Cunningham.  Why am I going blank?  Jeff left Memphis, St. John’s, I think. 
He came back to Galloway, thinking that he could persuade people them to do what Selah was trying to 
persuade them to do. 
 
LVS: Tell us about that.  The history of Galloway –you a much more familiar with than I—I understand 
Selah, basically, that was the time which some black pastor wanted to be seated?  Is that the incident? 
 
TWL: No. 
 
LVS: No, that’s not the incident?  Tell us about that.  What happened with Dr. Selah? 
 
TWL:  Well, as I understand it. Ed King has helped me understand this.   Medgar Evers and Dr. Selah had 
been in conversation about what would be the most appropriate way to introduce black visitors to 



Galloway so that they would be seated.   Selah had warned the board that he would not stay as a pastor 
if they turned anybody away.  They just didn’t believe him.  They came …Evers and the students came to 
the First Baptist Church, thinking they would be seated…students thought that they would be admitted.  
They were turned down.  They were very upset about this. And they said, “Let’s go over to Galloway” 
and, according to one story I heard, Evers reluctantly took them over there because he knew that Selah 
was not expecting them.   They had the guards at the door.  As soon as they were turned away, 
someone told Selah, and he announced his resignation.  He said, “You can’t do this, so I resign.” 
 
LVS: Do you recall what year he resigned? 
 
TWL:  Sixty-three, I think. 
 
LVS: That was not long before you came back? 
 
TWL:  The irony of it was that I was at Drew, and this was news, and once they were turned away, others 
started coming and there were Methodist bishops that came, black and white bishops were arrested 
and were turned away.  The concern around Drew and in that area was about who pays the bail for 
these people so that they have to stay in jail.  One of the principal persons, get the irony of this, was 
Seymore Epstein over in Morristown, who was raising money to pay bail for these Methodist bishops 
and preachers and whoever else was in jail in Jackson because they were turned away.   
 
LVS: Who was Seymore Epstein?  Was he a business man? 
 
TWL:  Oh, yes, Epstein’s Department Store.  He was Jewish, obviously.  He had a very high  
 
 
LVS: So when you came back to Millsaps, to keep our chronology straight, what year did you return? 
 
TWL: Sixty-four.   That spring---to show you how deep this problem runs---we had African students who 
had been having their hair cut in the barbershop that was right across the street from the campus at 
Drew.  All of a sudden, the barbers there stopped cutting their hair--refused to cut the hair of black 
students, of African American students.  There was a gown/town controversy, and persuaded me and 
about four other Southerners--- I was doing a little teaching that semester---to go into the barber shop 
with a black student to protest this.  So I got arrested by the owner’s son who was the lawyer and whose 
store was next door.  This got into the Madison paper.  There happened to be a woman in Madison 
whose brother was a member of the Klan in Noxubee County, and so she gave everybody that clipping 
that had me going into that.   That caused a bit of furor, but it died down.   
 
LVS: So we are talking about Madison, New Jersey.  
 
TWL: Madison, New Jersey.  And they had sign there that said, “Is this Madison, Mississippi? 
 
LVS: So you came back and this is really sort of the height of the furor over Civil Rights in Mississippi. 
And you came back to Millsaps.  At that time I assume there were no black students at Millsaps.  
 
TWL:  NONE 
 
LVS: When did that change? 



 
TWL: I came in sixty-four.  There was no indication from the board that they were going to change the 
policy.  There were faculty representatives on the board saying, “This is something that you really need 
to do.”  By December of that year, they were told, “Don’t bring this up again.”    I took a trip to Lycoming 
College that winter-—in early January---to interview for a job.  I wasn’t going to stay at Millsaps if they 
kept the color bar.  They offered me the job to come into the religion department there.  When I got 
back, before we could make any arrangements to leave, the board---Nat Rogers-- made the 
announcement we would accept any person who qualified for admission.  Since I had pushed for that I 
can’t walk off and leave them holding this bag.   Lycoming understood.  The president understood what I 
meant. I stayed. 
 
LVS: Was there anything in particular that caused the board of change the policy that you are aware of? 
 
TWL: The obvious factor was that even though Ellis Finger could not persuade the board to change, it 
dawned on the board that who’s going to come who has any integrity.  This is an institution that has at 
least national implications.   Who’s going to come down here if we don’t at least take on the business of 
trying to get the college to desegregate? 
 
LVS: So Ellis Finger was leaving at that time? 
 
TWL: He had been elected bishop in July.  He was gone.  And that whole first semester that I was back, 
the college was being run by a John Christmas, Pete Wood, and one other person.  Three of them.  I 
think it was –they realized that Benjamin Graves, the man they wanted from Ole Miss, who was the 
chair of the Economics Department---wasn’t about to come and have to face that fight so they decided 
and that put it in a decent way.  We are going to answer the call of the church, the national church, to 
conform to the Discipline and we are not going to be segregated.  
 
LVS: When that announcement came in what? Sixty-four? 
 
TWL: I think it was the winter of sixty-five. 
 
LVS: Sixty-five.  And then when was the first black student actually admitted? 
 
TWL: I think ther was a Jackson State faculty member that came that summer and took a course  from 
Bob Bergmark in philosophy.  There were four freshmen students, two women and two men, who were 
admitted in the regular college in the fall of sixty-five.  I think there was one other women, an African 
American, who transferred in either that year or the next year and was the first African American to 
receive a diploma from Millsaps.    
 
LVS: So by way of context, actually Ole Miss had already occurred by the time Millsaps admitted black 
students. 
 
TWL: Right.  
 
LVS: By Ole Miss, I mean the James Meredith admission.  All right, so we skip back to Galloway and what 
was going on at Galloway at the time.  I believe that you said when you returned Jeff Cunningham was 
the pastor.  How was he received? 
 



TWL: Jeff thought that he could persuade….he thought that reason would work.  It didn’t.  After two 
years he realized that it was hopeless. So he resigned.  He went back to Memphis or wherever.  Maybe 
he just retired.  It came to that point.  Then the board realized the same thing.  That the Millsaps board 
had realized.      You are not going to get anybody in this church unless you change.  And so they did--- 
reluctantly.  
 
LVS: Reluctantly…But did.  
 
TWL: Yes. 
 
LVS: OK.  If I recall from what I’ve been told, I obviously wasn’t here at the time, when Selah resigned, a 
goodly number of parishioners left as well.  Is that correct?  
 
TWL: For different reasons.  Some who started a Methodist Church that was segregated.  It was going to 
stay segregated.  So it wasn’t officially Methodist.   They claimed they were going back to the original 
Wesleyan tradition----that was what they said.  But there were others who went to churches that 
admitted blacks.  Like St. Andrews.   There were people who… I have a good friend now, Walker Waters, 
he and his wife, were members of Galloway and really loved Selah, but when Selah resigned, and the 
blacks had gone to St. Andrews, black students had gone to St. Andrews, and Sherwood Wise was in the 
church there and the person who on the door said, “Mr. Wise, here are some African-Americans, what 
are we going to do?”  He said, “Let them in.”   
 
LVS:  So the church, by the time Cunningham came and then Hamby, who followed, was actually in 
terms of membership a good bit smaller? 
 
TWL: Oh, yes.  They must have lost about one thousand people, one way or another.    
 
LVS: So by the time Hamby came, the board had reluctantly agreed to admit African-Americans. 
 
TWL: To seat. 
 
LVS: To seat African-Americans.  But there was not anyone who joined who was African-American for 
many years?  Is that correct? 
 
TWL: The board at one time --- People were getting tired of being guards and did so reluctantly, and so 
they asked for volunteers.  And Bob Travis volunteered.  So when this African-American couple came, 
seated them!  (Laugh)    That was one incidence. 
 
 LVS: What was roughly Hamby’s tenure?  Do you remember how many years he was there? 
 
TWL: He was there for four.  Hamby was a standup guy.  Let’s see. He would have come somewhere 
around sixty-six. 
 
LVW: And stayed about four years. 
 
TWL: Yes.   Course sixty-seven was when the Klan hit Bob Kochtitzky’s house, and Hamby made a really 
prophetic statement there.  He said that I am guilty of not being standing upright.  He supported Bob in 
that.   



 
 
LVS: What about yourself?  Did you ever have any physical ramifications or economic ramifications as a 
result of your…. 
 
TWL: I was on Bob’s board, Laos, Layman’s Overseas Service, and our aim was to put lay people who 
wanted short term mission opportunities.  The Methodist Church said that you had to sign up for two 
years if you want to serve.  Bob said, “No, there are people who have a month or a year, something like 
that.  
  Francis Stevens had given Bob, had let Bob use his house on Poplar Street---St. Mary’s and 
Poplar.    And people who were going on missions would come there before Orientation.  There was one 
person from Huntsville who was a Jackson native--his name was V.M. Howie, who was a doctor who 
took his whole family to Bolivia for a full year---set up a clinic there.  Well, there were also some African-
Americans on the board and people saw African-Americans going in, at least one, going into Bob’s 
house, and started calling around saying, “We’ve got black people coming here.”  And the rumor was 
that Stokely Carmichael and Bobby Kennedy had met there.  You know, wild stories.  Nelson’s book, 
Terror in the Night, which is a story of the Klan’s violence against the Jews, mainly, but he records this 
thing about hitting Bob.  
  We had worked, when Meredith was shot walking from Memphis to Jackson, to support voter 
registration.  Our board contacted the NAACP and said what can we do?  They said, “Go down to 
Pleasant Avenue area and do voter registration.  So we met with community members in the Truevine 
Baptist Church, and talked with them about that.  We said we had been sent there by the NAACP and 
they said, “We don’t think that is the biggest priority down here because Alan Thompson has closed the 
JC Park, and our children don’t have any place to play but in the streets.  We need playgrounds.  So what 
you ought to do is let the community decide.  So we made a survey of the neighborhoods, of five or six 
vacant lots there, and got the owners to let us clear the lots.   I think it was Sid Geiger that gave us some 
steel,and we could make some swing sets and some seesaws and that sort of thing.  We worked down 
there clearing the neighborhood and made friends with a lot of people.  We ran a kind of a program of 
self-affirmation in one of the churches, made some more friends, and that became a place where we 
spent a lot of time.  Community development—we formed a community organization called COG—
Community Organization Group.  
  One day the Klan showed up.  They threatened us to get out of there.  They said, “Don’t you be 
down here.”  We had a student from Princeton that didn’t know any better, went out and started an 
argument (laugh) and it was after that they hit Bob’s house.  
 It was the following summer that Julia and I never really knew until Nelson told us later that we 
got some phone calls, people breathing, shining lights on the house as they’d come by.  There was a 
person parked across the street watching the house, swilling vodka, watching us, and the kid across the 
street and the neighbor’s kid said, “By the way, there was somebody that went into your house while 
you were gone. Stayed there for a while then came out.”  We didn’t lock doors in those days.  My father 
was a semi-invalid, living in the house.  He spent all his time watching television.  
  So when that happened, I told Kim Dean, who had made contact with the Klan, and was very 
honest with them.  He said, “Jesus tells me I have to love my enemy, so I am here to love you.”  They 
explained their theology to him--- about when they bomb a house.  “Before we do that, we have to 
know that there is a way out of the house for the people who are there.  If there is a back exit, so if we 
throw fire in the front of the house, they have an escape.  If they don’t escape, that means that it is 
God’s judgment upon them.  We are doing God’s will.  But if they do escape, that means it was just a 
warning.”  After all of this, he can’t explain that to me.    



 One night we were all at the dinner table, and Catherine was about three or four years old, and 
she lay down on the floor asleep.  So we picked her up and I took her back to her bedroom which was in 
the back of the house.  When I cut on the light, there was a man on the patio, the back patio.  And he 
ran.  So I called Ken, and I said, “Ken, what do I do?  You know all that has happened here.” He said, “Call 
Jim Ingram.”  He was with the FBI.  I had been to see Jim because of this harassment. He had checked it 
out.  I found out that he was in Madison, New Jersey, at the time of the barbershop episode when I got 
arrested.  He remembered me.  So Jim and I became friends.   He said, “Call the Chief of Police, tell them 
that you want them to put a car out by your house. “  We lived at the corner of St. Ann and Pinehurst.  
The chief said, “I can’t do that. I can’t spare a car.”  I said, “I’ll tell you what, Chief, some of my friends, I 
didn’t ask them to do this, but they heard what was happening and they are sitting out there in the 
bushes with shot guns.”  I said, “If some innocent person happens to wander into this yard and gets 
shot, I’m going to tell the papers that I asked for help for protection, and you didn’t send anyone.”  And 
he said, ‘I’ll send a car out there.”   
So there was a car there that stayed about ten days.  I had no more trouble.   
 
LVS: No more, ever. 
 
TWL: Never.  
 
LVS: Were any other Galloway members on that board with you at that time? 
 
TWL: Walton Lipscomb was on the board.  Bob Travis was on the board, Jack Shuford –these are people 
who are no longer around.  I know there were some women on the board.  I just can’t remember.  
 
LVS: Was Ed King a member of Galloway at that time?  
 
TWL: Shakes head. 
 
LVS: He was not.  He came later.  
 
TWL:  He was the chaplain at Tougaloo.  
 
LVS: Right.  You have mentioned a number of pastors at Galloway.  I know from being at Galloway the 
last thirty years myself there have been a number of others.  Is there any one or two pastors that stand 
out, and if so, was it preaching or pastoral ability, was it leadership, what strikes you?  
 
TWL: Warren Hamby was an excellent preacher.  He said the right things.  But there was a 
disappointment here.  Once the color bars were dropped, and blacks could come and go as they 
pleased, there were a number of us that felt that there was real need since that church stood vacant 
during the week to utilize those facilities for some positive effort in the community.  There was a former 
student of ours, I forget her name, who was working with the Head Start program and we got to talking 
to her.  There was a sort of survey done of the potential Head Start participation and it was about sixty 
white and forty black.   We said that this would be incredibly important to do this at Galloway. There 
were five commissions at the church: worship, evangelism, education, community service, something 
else.  All five of the commissions got on board, as did the Board of Trustees.  We were moving in that 
direction, and we felt that if Galloway did it, then St. Peter’s would do something like this and surely St. 
Andrews would, too.  And here the inner city churches would be working for racial reconciliation 
progress in the city.   



 Well, this was not unknown to people who were on the Official Board.  We were working with 
the programing arms of the church.  They called an Official Board meeting.  Hamby was in Louisiana or 
Alabama preaching at a revival meeting. He was not there.  There was a big argument.  They decided 
they did not want to be involved with any government programs.  They turned it down.  
  Galloway had drawn people who were of a progressive vision of what the church could be.  
Francis Stevens and his wife came there from Broadmeadow.  They had had a bad experience out there.  
Charles and Harrylyn Sallis were there.  Charles may have been on one of the committees. People like 
that were so dissolutioned that they just went elsewhere.  Again we lost some good members, who 
found that this is not where I want to worship.  There were many hard feelings.  We were alienated from 
others.  Some said, “You are just trying to use this church for your own purposes.”  And I guess we were.  
 
LVS:  For God’s work.  (Laugh) 
 
TWL: (laugh)  We thought it was God’s work.  I’m getting back to your question about pastors.  We had 
two pastors in a row who were Millsaps graduates.  One was able.  Saw him the other day. He’s retired 
now.  And you probably were in on this.  When did they buy the Insurance building and turn it into the 
Child Care Center?  
 
LVS: Unfortunately, I’m not good with the dates.  I remember all that happening and the furor. 
Burt Felder was the pastor. 
 
TWL: Burt was the one that was able to engineer that.  He twenty years after-- seemed like twenty years 
after-- we missed that wonderful opportunity to do something really significant that might have said 
something to a lot of people.  I think it would have brought people to Galloway.  Just like the Child Care 
Center. 
 
LVS: I remember twenty years in between, even at the time the Child Care Center was established, there 
was strong opposition.  People were into all kind of things –the building being torn up and loud noise 
and all such things as that. 
 
TWL:  One of the things that Galloway members had to deal with was what people from other churches 
that were racist, conservative, had to say to them.  John Gardner was a member of our Sunday School 
class and a member of Galloway and he taught physics at Tougaloo.  John had been to see…they had 
John arrested because he had brought in one of his students through the back door to the Sunday 
School Class.  They arrested John.  But later on John ---we were here---John said, “I’m going to go over 
and talk to the pastor at Capitol Street about admitting my students there.  I said, “John, you are not 
going by yourself.  I’ll go with you.”  So we both went over, sat through the worship service and I stood 
outside while John talked to the pastor.   
 The next day I had a call from the president’s secretary, Bishop Graves wanted to talk to me.  He 
said, “I have just gotten an irate call from one of our alums who is a member of Galloway, and she said 
that she was told that you and John Garner charged the barricades at Capitol Street.” (laugh)   I said, 
“What?”  So I explained to him what took place, and he looked at me and he said, “OK. I believe you.  
But here is a person who has been burned by her bridge companions or her other friends, attacking her 
church.  Because here was a person out there doing BAD things.”  So a lot of the conservative members 
of Galloway might have just kept their mouths shut and not objected, were objecting because they were 
taking a lot of heat.  I mean they were still taking heat from that big church on State Street.  
 



LVS: Well, I guess we are coming to the end here.  I want to give you an opportunity to talk about 
anything that you feel is important to people who read this thirty, forty, fifty years from now---what 
they need to know about Galloway that we might not have covered.  
 
TWL:  I would like to say something about those who stayed, like Coopery Shands and his family,  
who were humiliated about the fact that Galloway had not been early on responsive to that.  Thank God 
he lived to see the change.  There were a lot of people at Galloway like that.  Who just had to suffer the 
majority’s negativity.  Warren Hamby did a good job.  Burt Felder accomplished something.  But I think 
the person who made the biggest difference in what Galloway is today compared to what it was in the 
late eighties as we were trying to move on was that South African that came.   
 
LVS: Ross Olivier. 
 
TWL: Ross Olivier.  He made the point that we have a mission here, and that we could no longer just 
endure whatever advances had been made, but you had to be involved in mission. The good news of the 
Gospel that you are loved, valued, accepted, embraced by God’s love through Christ.  You are reconciled 
with him means then that you take up your cross and you go into the world and, I think, that was the 
thing that confronted us with responsibilities that we had to take up.  That’s when we started getting 
blacks joining the church and with greater interest than some that joined before that. He made it a 
much diverse congregation than before and also pointed us to our mission.  When he left, I think Joey 
and Connie coming was perfect.  We didn’t miss a step.  They came in and continued that outward 
looking as well as remembering why we are here.    By the grace of God we are still here as a church.  
Our mission is always there that we must take up. 
 
LVS: To those readers in the future, you are speaking of Joey and Connie Shelton.  
TW, I appreciate your time and I think this will be a valuable history to be read many years from now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
  
 


