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Oral History Interview with Clay Lee 
By Larry Morrisey 

 

Good morning! This is Larry Morrisey and I’m here speaking today at Galloway Church with Clay 
Lee.  He’s a former senior minister here as well as a former bishop in the Methodist Church, 
now retired.  Today is September the 5th, 2013.   We are going to be talking today about Bishop 
Lee’s time here as a minister and his earlier years.  This is for Galloway’s oral history project.   

LM:  So let’s start off with--you were mentioning that you are originally from Laurel.  If you 
could just give a little background about yourself: where you were born, grew up, a little bit 
about your parents.   Then maybe because we are talking about, the church you could talk a 
little about your family’s religious life when you were growing up. 

CL:  Both of my parents came from middle Tennessee.  In fact I’m the only one on both sides of 
the family that was born in Mississippi.  But my mother and father had come to Laurel shortly 
after they were married in 1926. I still don’t know why they ended up there except that that 
really became home for them.  My parents were very, very active in the First Methodist Church  
in Laurel.  As I grew up, I didn’t know anything other than church. We never had a discussion 
about “Are we going to church today?”  It was just assumed.  I have one sister, or I had one 
sister, she is now deceased.  We had a very happy childhood.  
  Laurel had an exceptionally fine school system. I went all the way through and 
graduated from high school in 1947.  I came to love and respect the First Methodist Church 
there just like my parents had.  I was very active in the youth work and ultimately was active in 
the Conference Youth work.  I even served as President of the Conference Youth one year, 
which was the south half of the state of Mississippi at that time.   
 But when I finished high school, I knew that I was going into some sort of religious work.  
At that time I was not really certain about it because I had this love for music.  I started taking 
voice lessons when I was 8 years old, I mean when I was in the 8th grade.  I’m an old man, I 
don’t remember well!  The teacher was well known there in Laurel, Miss Ruth Giles.  I was her 
first male student to ever give a senior concert by myself.  As I said, I was very much leaning 
toward church music at that time.  I came to Millsaps College, got involved with the Millsaps 
Singers with Pop King, who is a legend around this area even though he’s been gone now for a 
number of years.  But I just couldn’t really make up my mind about this.   
 When I was a junior in college I was still taking a kind of a pre-ministerial course.  It’s 
kind of a complicated story, but it ended up that there was a church down in Smith County 
between Raleigh and Taylorsville, Mississippi, that wanted to go full-time.  That is, to have 
somebody preaching there every Sunday.  They agreed that they would take a student minister. 
I guess that was the farthest thing from my mind at that time.  But like I said, it’ll take two days 
to tell the story!  But to make a long story short, I ended up pastoring there and that just settled 
the whole thing.  I was there from November the first, 1949 until June of 1951.    

LM:  Were you still a student at Millsaps? 
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CL:  Yes, it was my junior year that I went down there and just, in a sense of the word, that’s 
where I found myself.  Music is still a very important part of my life simply because I love music. 
There was a time when I not only sang in the shower, I sang anywhere.  But when you get to be 
83 years old you don’t sing quite as much as you used to!   
 That’s a little bit of the background out of my life.  After going to college, I went on to 
Emory University to the Candler School of Theology.  That was back not too long after the 
Second World War and the creation of the atomic bomb, and there was a strong belief that the 
world was going to be blown to bits pretty soon, so you better get out and save the world next 
Wednesday or Thursday at the most!   I finished up in a little less than two years on a four-year 
program, going year round and through the summer.  I came back here to Mississippi, and 
that’s when I was appointed as a pastor.  Well, actually my first year, I was an associate pastor 
at the Capitol Street Church which at that time had about 2,700 members.  It was a big thing.  
So that’s kind of the background. 

LM:  Was your father at all in leadership in the church? 

CL:  Oh yes, he was Church School superintendent.  My father had a 6th grade education.  He 
was a smart man though. He established a small grocery store in Laurel at that time.  In fact, 
within a one block area there were three different neighborhood groceries.  Back in those days 
you didn’t have any of the big supermarkets or anything.  But he was a little bit of an 
entrepreneur.  For example, this was before you had frozen meats and chicken and such thing 
as that, so in the fall, he would borrow a truck and go up to east Mississippi, up northeast 
Mississippi, and buy turkeys, bring them back, take orders for them--one of the only places in 
town people could buy turkeys for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  So, he was a very smart man, 
but he was very active in the church.  Like I say, I remember he was Church School 
superintendent for at least 10-12 years.  My mother taught Sunday School. 

LM:  Did they ever encourage you to think about ministerial work or was that just something 
that you kind of led yourself to? 

CL:  I’ve thought about that and that’s a good question.  They were not the kind of people that 
were always saying “This is what you ought to do” and “That’s what you ought to do.”  They 
gave me a great deal of freedom and that sort of thing.  But I always realized that even though 
they didn’t talk about it, that that was something that they would be very pleased about and 
they were.  And for that I’m very grateful. 

LM:  That wasn’t the case for many people in that time period, to have parents who were 
ministers and that kind of thing? 

CL:  Well, you’re exactly right because it was totally different back in those days, yes. 

LM: Well, tell me about the things that led you coming to Galloway initially.  Were you …so you 
were at Capitol Street?  Tell me what that congregation was in relation to Galloway, because I 
don’t know my old church history in Jackson. 
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CL:  Capitol Street at that time was the second largest Methodist church in the south half of the 
state.  Galloway was the largest. Now since that time there have been some other churches 
that have superceded them and, of course, Capitol Street does not exist now.  Kind of sad, but 
the demographics changed so drastically.  What made that an interesting--like I said I was only 
there a year but … 

LM: Was it down on West Capitol? 

CL:  Yes. 

LM:  Ok. 

CL:  And after having that experience in the rural area, I was just chomping at the bit to be 
appointed to some kind of rural charge, you know.   When I was told that I was going to be 
appointed to Capitol Street as the associate, I won’t say we had weeping and wailing and 
gnashing of teeth, but I was not very happy.  Roy Clark was the senior minister; we both went 
there together.  He was 33 at the time and I was 23.  Roy had a very thin voice, and he lost his 
voice the first week in October.   He did not speak or preach until the next April.  So you might 
say that I really got baptized by fire!  I remember one Saturday, I had four funerals!  That 
probably…you know, nobody planned that.    
 Interestingly, Roy has been a dear friend all these years.  He was elected a bishop in 
1980.   I was elected a bishop in 1988.  Even though he had left this conference at that time, we 
were only two of about four since 1900 that were elected.  So that was a good experience.  I 
left there and went just 12 miles down the road to Raymond where Hinds Community College is 
located.  At that time it was Hinds Junior College.  It was the largest in the state.  At that time it 
had about 800 students, has about 1,300 now.  It’s changed! But I had not only had the church 
in Raymond, but I did the Wesley Foundation work, the Methodist student work on the campus.   
I also taught two different courses.  So it was one of the most wonderful things that could have 
ever happened to me in that situation.  It was a time that I really had to go back and do a lot of 
studying that I had not anticipated doing. But it was a great experience, a great experience.   

I stayed there 7 years, and then went to the other side of the state to Quitman, 
Mississippi, right on the Alabama line, south of Meridian, and stayed there for 3 years. When I 
was asked to come here as the associate minister, and that happened not at our regular 
Conference time, but it happened in October.  Regular Conference time has always been in 
June.  That’s usually when we have moves.  But Galloway had just gone through some terrible 
times. This was during the civil rights era, and this was when we had African-American people 
as well as white ministers from the north that came down south in order to integrate the 
worship services.  That was when churches and Galloway included, thank God they changed, 
but they had “color guards” out front of the church.   The man who was pastor at that time, he 
came here in 1945.   His was the longest pastorate that this church has ever had since it started 
in 1836.  He was in his 18th year, and he left because of the stance of the church, being 
unwilling to open the doors to African-American people.  I don’t want to sound arrogant at this 
point, but you almost had to be here to realize how traumatic that was.  That was in 1963.  In 
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1965 in 10-days period, this church lost 1,500 members.  It had around 4,000 on the books at 
that time.   They went out and created an independent church, and over time built a very large 
building out on Riverside Drive which now belongs, I believe, to Belhaven.  But there is still a 
small independent church that is a remnant of those who left that have had a difficult time. 
They’re very small, out in kind of the northwest part of the city.  They have a building out there, 
but it’s very small compared to the one that they built.  I don’t know how much of this you 
want to know.   

LM:  Let’s step back to you. So you were in Quitman.  It was it like a special appointment or 
something that brought you here?  Because you said it wasn’t the normal time. 

CL:  Yes, that makes possible what I was just getting ready to talk about!  What happened after 
Dr. Selah, who was so highly loved and respected, even some of the people who later left the 
church loved him.  But you know he just said I cannot serve a church like that.  So he left 
abruptly in August of 1963.  This church, along with, oh, about 12 other churches throughout 
the southeast and south central part, were a part of what was called “The Transfer Circuit.”  
Now, we appoint ministers in the Methodist Church but some of those larger churches got 
together, they sort of created their own way of doing things.  The bishop who was here at that 
time told the Church that they could, you know, look around and try to get somebody to come.  
Problem is, that nobody wanted to come to Galloway at that time.  I had a very dear friend, 
Wallace Friday, in South Carolina, who they wanted to come here as the pastor.  Wallace said 
“No, I just can’t serve a church where you don’t open the doors to everybody.”  That was right 
in the middle of all the heat and everything.    
 They finally got a man named Jeff Cunningham to agree to come.  He was about their 4th 
choice.  Jeff approached me in Quitman and said, “I want us to start something new there.  I 
don’t want you to be an associate pastor.  I want you to be a co-pastor.”   Let me be very 
honest.  I guess I just capitulated with the idea that I was going to be a co-pastor at Galloway 
Church!  As I look back, it was just plain stupid on my part.  Jeff did not last very long.  He talked 
a good game, but he had a hearing problem.   
 I don’t know whether you’ve read his book, Agony at Galloway.  It’s not very nice to a 
lot of folks, including myself, which perhaps I, for example, on Easter Sunday in 1964, a white 
bishop and a black bishop from the Church, Bishop Matthews and Bishop Golden.  Bishop 
Golden was the African-American, came to worship.  Well, I didn’t know that they were coming.  
There had been some rumors and everything, but I didn’t get overly involved in thinking about 
that because we had so much other stuff going on.  But between the Sunday School hour and 
the church hour about 10:30, Jeff came and got me and took me out in the alley out between 
the Methodist building, (or what was then the Methodist building), and the Church where 
Bishop Golden and Bishop Matthews were.  Nat Rogers was Chairman of the Board of the 
Church then.  Nat was a very honorable man.  He was president of what was then Deposit 
Guaranty Bank. Nat’s a very even-tempered person.  Jeff really reamed me out in his book 
because I didn’t get involved in the conversation.  Well, I was just doing what I had been told 
earlier and, that is, don’t speak unless somebody tells you to.  You’re the associate, co-pastor, 
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that didn’t matter.  So it was a very difficult time.  I hope I don’t come across as feeling, you 
know, all that…any harsh feelings against Jeff.  Jeff was caught in a tough situation.  But that 
became, a kind of a focal moment.   
 Ultimately, even though they were refused entrance, at least the black man was, it 
became a stepping stone to ultimately opening the doors of the Church.  Because the whole 
Church began to see it and really after so many of them left in 1965,  you had a group of people 
that were left that had been raising questions themselves about that kind of policy. 
 
LM:  When you got here in the fall of ’63, was there clear dividing lines upon who ---were there 
clear camps about we need to change and we don’t need to change?  Or was there more kind 
of up in the air who was in what camp?  

CL:    I’ve given some thought to that because, you get a little older and you start trying to put 
things together again!  The truth is that there was a small group of people in the church that 
felt like our policy was very wrong.  That we could not in any sense of the word measure it by 
what we say we believe in as Christian people.  Some stuck by the church.  I’d say probably at 
that time 80 percent of the Church membership would not have wanted to give in at all.  That 
small group of people, however, I think planted enough seeds over a period of time that it 
really was the foundation on which the Church said we’re going to move in a different 
direction.  But at that time, there was no organized thing on either side.   It was just an 
assumption.  In other words, you know, that’s the way we Mississippians are!  I don’t know 
whether you realize that since you’ve been here!  We just are this way, and we don’t change!   

LM:  So was the attraction for you coming here was that carrot of co-pastor?  Is that what 
brought… 

CL:  Yes! 

LM:  Because you would have known about what happened to the previous pastor.  It was well 
known? 

CL:  Oh yes. 

LM:  So you knew it had been a difficult situation perhaps when you got here. 

CL:  Uh huh, right.  

LM:  And did Cunningham articulate to you, like “We’re going to make this change” or “We’re 
going to ride this out” or did you have any discussions with him about this situation? 

CL:  Well yes, I mentioned it earlier, but it was almost common that every Saturday we’d have 
to take some time to meet with people who’d come from the north just to be able to integrate 
the Church on Sunday.  Most of them were good folks that believed very strongly in their 
position and were willing to take whatever “abuse” that might result from it.  They were also 
kind enough to at least come and say, “This is what we’re going to do.”   
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 There was a period of time that we spent a lot of time in that.  Sometimes I would 
handle it by myself; sometimes Jeff would handle it by himself.  Sometimes we did it together.  
But Jeff kind of played everything close to his vest.  I’ve known a lot of people that have done 
that sort of thing, and you know that’s their privilege.  The problem that ultimately grows out of 
that is that you’re the only one that knows what’s going on or what’s supposed to be going on.  
It was a tough time, and yet I had a wonderful experience with the people.  I was “in the field of 
evangelism” more than anything else and trying to get new members and what have you.  We 
started some small group discussions, and I was visiting with a lady the other day that said that 
was one of the most enjoyable things that she ever got involved with, you know at that time.  

LM:  So it was separate from like a Bible study group or was it…? 

CL:  It’s interesting, back in those days we didn’t call them Bible study groups! 

LM:  Okay. 

CL:  We called them study groups!  A lot of times what you did was---there were some pretty 
good books that had come out and you talked about those more than anything else. 

LM:  So contemporary books about faith and such. 

CL:  Yes. 

LM:  Galloway was the premier, that is, the flagship Methodist church in Jackson at that point?  

CL:  Yes.  We had a bishop that came here in 1984 that called it the “Cathedral Church.”  
[Laughing.]  Which is interesting to say the least!  But it was the flagship church at that time.  
Capitol Street was having the same kind of problems at that time.  Sometimes you’d have 
enough people coming from other places on a weekend--part went there and part went here.    

LM:  Was there a difference in terms of service or the emphasis between those two churches?  

CL:  Not at that time.  Well, when I came to Millsaps College my first year or so, I went out there 
and sang in the choir at Capitol Street because the choir director there was also Pop King who 
was such an outstanding person.  But they had a large sanctuary.  It had a balcony to it.  There 
was a different kind of architecture.  It was called the Akron Plan where usually you could shut 
off part of the sanctuary and have smaller meetings over here, and then on Sunday morning 
you raise the partition, and they would have these classrooms all around the balcony up there.  
My home church in Laurel was like that at that time.  So Capitol Street was very strong, but in 
terms of reputation, in the way people looked on them.   Galloway was a little different. 

LM:  And so the incident in the alley that you were talking about, did that play any role in your 
transferring to Philadelphia?  Or, what were the circumstances that sent you to Philadelphia? 

CL:  Sometime I blame God for it!  I still wonder why.  I know I went to the Bishop and told him, 
I said, “Bishop, I’m not going to blame anybody for this.  I took responsibility. I was the one 
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saying I was willing to come and what have you.  But I said that I’m not helping the situation 
there, and I think he understood.  I had no idea that I’d be sent to Philadelphia because it was 
an exceptionally fine church at that time.  It had 800 members.  Our situation here was that Jeff 
preached on Sunday morning, I preached on Sunday night.  Back then we had pretty good 
services on Sunday night.  And so for whatever reason I was appointed there.  And like I say, 
nobody knew when we arrived there on June the 1st, that in three weeks’ time that whole 
community and that whole town and everything --the whole world’s attention was focused on 
it when those murders took place.   

LM:  Well, I don’t want to, you know, you mention that your story of that part of your 
ministerial career has kind of been pretty well been documented, and I want to try to keep the 
focus on Galloway.  So during your time--tell me quickly, were you at Philadelphia the whole 
time between leaving here and coming back or did you have other appointments between 
leaving and coming back? 

CL:  I was at Philadelphia for three years.  Then I was appointed down at south Jackson at 
Leavell Woods Church.  I thought I’d be there for a number of years.  Of course, it was a very 
strong, suburban church at that time.   But after two years, I was asked by the Bishop to serve 
as Conference officer.  They still have that, but it’s had all kinds of different titles.  We had what 
was called the Program Council, which was bringing all the different emphases of the church - 
the evangelism, then the missions and the education and the lay work and so on and so forth – 
in kind of a common arena where no one part got all the pie so to speak.  I served there for five 
years in that position. It also at that time was kind of an assistant to the Bishop. 

LM:   An administrative kind of position? 

CL:  Yes.  In other words, if the Bishop wanted something, I did it!  After that, I was District 
Superintendent of the Brookhaven District.  It included Crystal Springs and Hazlehurst and 
McComb and over into Jerry Clower territory, Amite County.  I was there two years.  I wanted 
to stay, but our Bishop then was Max Stokes who’d been a seminary professor of mine.  He set 
his mind on the fact that I was coming to Galloway. The minister who was here at that time was 
here for six years.  He did a magnificent job even though he died thinking that he had failed 
here, which is so tragic.  It was under his leadership that the church decided to stay downtown 
because there had been a feeling---other churches were moving out. He led the Church to the 
decision to remain downtown.   He was here for six years, and there was a lot of feeling that he 
should stay.  I was on the cabinet at that time, so I knew what was going on.  He met with the 
Staff Parish committee here nine different times in three weeks because they wanted to bring 
in a well-known minister from some other area of the Church.  
  I only served two years on the District.  I had some hopes and dreams. That was during 
the time we were trying to get some of the smaller churches to do cooperative work with other 
smaller churches.  These smaller churches out in the rural areas oftentimes are little individual 
chapels, and I found that out up in Virginia.  We had a church that burned. It was called 
Centenary Church and had about 35 members.  One of the nearby churches said, “Well come 
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use our facilities.  We’ll change our worship time and everything.”  No sir, they weren’t going 
to!  They have minds of their own!  But that’s the situation that existed when I came to 
Galloway.  At that time it was not anywhere near as “attractive” as it would’ve been say back in 
’63. 

LM:    Right, there had been a sea change with the split. 

CL:  Yes, and that’s another thing that the minister I followed---he really brought those people 
together that had stayed. They were much stronger even though their numbers were not the 
same. But they were much stronger than they were prior to that time. 

LM:  So you were around---did you maintain any contacts with friends at Galloway?  I mean, 
you kind of knew what was going on after you left,, and did you have any kind of… 

CL:  Not really, except for the fact that when I was working for the Conference, I saw so many of 
those people because my office was next door. 

LM:  So when you got here, what was the relative size of the congregation in that mid ‘70s 
range? 

CL:  The average attendance was about 375 at the major worship service which would be the 
11:00 o’clock on Sunday morning.  We did have a service at that time in the chapel.  There was 
a time when they were averaging, when they had 4,000 members, they were averaging 1200 to 
1,500 every Sunday.  During the period I was here, and I think I need to make sure that 
everyone understands it wasn’t my call because I was here, but we were averaging over 700 
when I left here 12 years later.  It’s gone down some. We live in different times. People don’t 
attend the church perhaps even as they did 25 years ago. 

LM:  Any church! 

CL:  Any church.  Oh, yes. 

LM:  Not just Methodists. 

CL:  That’s right.   

LM:  So you had the split that you talked about.  Were there other factors that caused it?  Was 
there kind of a suburbanization thing that was maybe happening?  What were the other things 
besides that kind of split in congregations that caused the attraction? 

CL:  Yes. 

LM: the attraction? 

CL:  That’s interesting that you asked that because that rarely is asked.  But the one thing that 
was so evident to me was that our children went to public school.  But by the mid-1970s, they 
had started several of the private schools. For example, Jackson Prep got started during that 
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time.  Jackson Academy had been really for smaller children, but it began to grow during that 
time.  You had the public school/private school thing that was always somewhere in the room 
wherever you met.  You know, I had people in the church offer to pay tuition for our children, 
but my wife and I said no, they’re going to public schools.   

LM:  Was that a divider in terms of people leaving Galloway?  Or was it just an internal division? 

CL:  It wasn’t so much a division.   You had these two sets, but the church was not an arena 
where they fought it out necessarily.  But it was always there. 

LM:  What was the---could you assign a sort of mood or a feeling amongst the remaining 
congregants when you got here?  Was it you know---you were talking about kind of them 
coming together stronger, so I’m wondering if you had---did you feel something---do you know 
what I’m getting at? 

CL:  Yes. 

LM:  Kind of an overall mood of the congregation at that point when you got here. 

CL:  The way I have interpreted it is that they had gone through so much dissension for so long, 
and they’d finally made a decision to stay downtown.  Yet they had not really been able to 
grow.  I think the mood when I got here was perhaps:  now, by the grace of God, we can begin 
to grow again.  And we did.  We received about 2,200 members in the 12 years I was here.  I 
made a goal of 100 a year, and that’s really where we put our best energies.  It made a real 
difference.  We did several things.  We started a Sunday luncheon.  At that time, we had a lot of 
older, single adults mostly females that… we had a program on Wednesday nights.  We had a 
good meal on Wednesday night and had a good meal on Sunday.  That Sunday noon meal 
turned out to be one of the finest things we ever did because we wanted to be a metropolitan 
church.  That was the goal that I tried to infect them with when I first came here and serve the 
whole city of Jackson.  Before that basically, we served this Belhaven area.  Of course, Fondren 
had begun to develop at that time and you still had all of that northeast and northwest part of 
Jackson that was going to grow.  I’ve always said that if we had “success,” it was the times and 
what had happened before.  It all just came to one crossroad so to speak, and people said well 
let’s get with it. 

LM:  So the lunches started as---maybe you had these older women primarily, who you were 
concerned about in terms of just them…. 

CL:  Yes, they had been talking about it a little bit before I got here. I got here in June of ’06 
[correction to June ‘76] and we started it on July the 4th.  In fact that was the bicentennial year 
and we had a big thing.  So after that we served the meal following the service to anybody who 
was here, didn’t have to have reservations or anything.  It was not expensive at all. We still have 
it.  We don’t have the number of people involved now, but what happened was that we got a 
lot of younger people joining the church, and they began to have babies and they enjoyed the 
meal because they got to see people and get to know people who maybe lived in a different 
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part of the city.  Like I said, I don’t think anybody sat down and drew out the plan or anything.  
It’s just one of those things that really exploded. 

LM: So that was kind of an initial thing that helped. 

CL:  Yes. 

LM:  What were some other things that you put in place to build your numbers? 

CL:  This is interesting.  I had been here a little less than a year and WAPT-TV Channel 16 was 
very new at that time.  All the other stations had First Presbyterian and First Baptist on there on 
Sunday.  We were approached by the television station about the possibility of our televising 
our service.  We had a lot of people say, no, that sanctuary seats about 1,200 people.  You don’t 
want to show all those empty seats.  My philosophy was, we are who we are, we are trying to 
be somebody different, but we are who we are and we need to be honest about that.  So on 
September the 9th, 1977, we televised our first service and we’re still doing that.  In fact, back 
on September the 9th last year, we had our 35th anniversary and we took a part of the service…. 
our pastors were on leave at that time, well not on leave, but on a sabbatical.  I was preaching 
at the time, and we had that as a part of the service.  It’s longer than any other church has been 
on, you know, in a consistent manner. 

LM:  Right.  Was that a common thing among Methodist churches at that time?  To have a 
televised service?   

CL:  We were the only one in the state that I know of at that time.  A little later there was some 
kind of situation that really came out of Washington that talked about a local televising of 
services.  I know First Church Gulfport still does a local thing, it’s not on a regular network 
station.  It’s just on public access station.  There are probably some others in the state, but I 
really don’t know where they are right now. 

LM:  What feedback did you see initially from it?  I’m curious how it changed in terms of either 
drawing people or just connecting people?  

CL:  Well, it made people aware that we were one of the downtown churches.  We didn’t claim 
to be as big as First Baptist or as strong as First Presbyterian was at that time, or even probably 
St. Andrews.  But it gave them an idea that we were here.  We had an excellent music program 
at that time so that appealed to people.  I don’t know in terms of how many people ultimately 
came to us because of that, but over the years even until this day, you have people from time 
to time say “Yes, I saw you on television and I want to come be a part of it.”  Bu,t like I said, I 
don’t know of any numbers or anything like that. 

LM:  But did you…you felt its results over time? 

CL:  Yes, you heard people talking about it out in the community and that was what was so 
important.   
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LM:  And they could distinguish something unique about Galloway from another church or 
whatever? 

CL:  Yes, well, that’s what I’m saying.  We just absolutely said we are going to be who we are 
and not try to pretend to be something else. 

LM:  Were you involved in the kind of production side of it in terms of--like, I can’t think of a 
detail, since there are permanent camera stands, and there’s a really nice production aspect 
because of that. 

CL: Yes.  Well there was a gentleman of this church, a very faithful man, he was not married.   
When he died, he left a considerable amount of money for the television ministry.  When we 
started it, the people that ran the cameras were from WAPT.  It was their cameras, and they 
came and set up every Sunday morning.  They had a truck out alongside the sanctuary that 
sounded the signal off the building down here out to their station.  For a long time, we didn’t 
have to do anything like that.  My role was to preach. The marbles just fall wherever they want 
to when you do that, you know!  You may appeal to some people and to some people you may 
not be in the least bit… 

LM:  When you were preaching were you thinking about just the people that were in front of 
you, or were you thinking about that larger audience as well?   

CL:  I was thinking about the larger audience.  This probably not ought be in this, but…[laughing] 
but we kept faith with the time because we said, if we are thinking about a television audience 
or congregation as they were, wherever they were, that they ought to be given access from the 
beginning to the end.  In these last few years, pastors have gone overtime and you’d be cut off! 

LM:  It just stops wherever they are?  

CL:   Yes, and that bothers me!  But it’s not the only thing that bothers me! 

LM:  Some other things, notes that people sent me about things to ask you about were kind of… 
a lot were kind of about capital improvements that were happening while you were here, such 
as renovations and purchases of property and things.  Is there anything specific in that you 
wanted to talk about?  

CL:  We did not do a great deal of capital improvements while I was here.  In fact, we laid the 
groundwork for some that took place in 1990, which really changed the whole face of the 
church.  The one thing that we did do was we purchased this building next door which was the 
old Consolidated American Life Insurance Company Building, or it was the First Baptist Church 
in 1848.  That gave us some additional room for children’s ministries that we did not have prior 
to that time.  We were really hurting for some additional space because our Sunday School had 
grown considerably during that time. 

LM:  Right.  
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CL:  But we may have done some other things but to be honest with you, I never looked upon 
those as being the most important things we did.  

LM:  Okay.  They also mentioned---I guess a couple other things---Were you here for the 200th 
anniversary at the church? 

CL:  No, now the Church hasn’t had the 200th anniversary because it was started in 1830.  I was 
here for the 150th. 

LM:  Okay. 

CL:  Yes, because we had on Saturday night a pageant and I played the part of Charles Betts 
Galloway for which the Church was named.  His home was across the street.  He became a 
Bishop in the old Methodist Episcopal Church South in 1886.   He had been pastor here twice, 
when this church, well, the first time was 1870, I believe, and then he came back a little later.  
Then he served---but back in those days he was not only bishop here in Mississippi.  In 1891, he 
was the Bishop of the Holston Conference, where I served from 1988 to 1996.  But the reason I 
mentioned that was that up in the northwestern part of the Conference, what we call the 
Coalmining area, the church at Richlands, Virginia, was celebrating its 100th anniversary.  They 
started in 1891.  Well, Galloway was the bishop at that time.  So they had a woman in 
Kingsport, Tennessee to paint a 8 x 4 foot mural.  It was a magnificent thing the way she did it.  
I’ve got a picture of it at home.  But down in the corner, she had the images of John Wesley and 
then Frances Asbury and then Bishop Galloway and then myself who’d been bishop in 1991.  So 
I’m in high class company! 

LM:  I guess so!  Like Mt. Rushmore… 

CL:  I hadn’t thought about that, but I like that!  I think one of the things that probably helped 
the Church to some extent, in 1987 I was chosen as the preacher for the United Methodist 
series on the Protestant Hour.  At that time it was being heard on about 510 radio stations 
throughout the country, plus the armed forces network.  For 13 weeks, I preached and, of 
course, Galloway was named.  That I think helped the feeling of the church. You know we’ve 
always had a great history.  We were known here, but now we had a chance to be known in 
other areas as well, and which, by the way, you didn’t ask this, and you can cut it out, but when 
I was an active bishop, you’re required once every four years to make a trip overseas to visit 
churches in different places.  In that particular time I was appointed to go to Germany.  I went 
to some of the other surrounding areas.  But the--- forget what I was going to tell you!  Old age 
is awful!  Oh well, it wasn’t important anyway! 

LM:  When you portrayed Galloway was that a---were you in period dress?  Did you find old---
did they have texts of old sermons of his that you read or what was the portrayal like? 

CL:  No it was actually something written by some people here in the church. 

LM:  Okay. 
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CL:  And there were certainly historical references made in it, but there were no sermons or 
anything like that. 

LM:  So were you speaking as him or you were telling his story? 

CL:  I was dressed as he would have been dressed and I was speaking for him.  Yes. 

LM:  So he was kind of telling his story? 

CL:  That’s right. 

LM:  Mary Alice White mentioned…did you do it again for something at the Capitol? 

CL:  Oh yes, I had forgotten about that!  In 1903, the Capitol was built, and Galloway was living 
in his home here.  He was asked to give the dedicatory address for that occasion.  What I did is, 
I repeated that.  I was dressed in long tails and all that sort of stuff. It was very, to me, moving. 

LM:  Is that like the 100th anniversary? 

CL:  Yes the 100th anniversary in 2003. 

LM:  That’s great.  Okay, so we talked about the Sunday dinners, we talked about the tv 
ministry.  What other things in terms of special ministerial projects or things would you like to 
mention about your time here? 

CL:  Oh, I don’t know!  

LM:  Any other sorts of things maybe… 

CL:  We had an exceptionally good staff here at that time.  We had a good friend of mine, Jimmy 
Carr, who came in 1979 and stayed until even after I left, in 1988, as director of program 
ministries, and that was so very helpful because a church can get so involved in its own life 
sometime that it forgets that it needs to be reaching out to others, and we need to make sure 
that we are ministering.   If you’ve got a group of young people that is not just from one school 
out here or anything.  But to get them all together.   And so to have a staff person like that.  
Another staff person was Reverend Denson Napier who, unfortunately, died a few years ago 
who was here at two different times, but he became what we called the Minister of 
Administration.  You’ve got a staff here of around 30 people, maybe have more now, I don’t 
know. But of course we didn’t have to have the security back then like we have to have now.  
But we had a large janitorial force.  We had good kitchen force.   He was sort of overseer of all 
the lay staff, and I was the overseer for the ministerial staff.  At times we would have as many 
as two associates.  But a lot of other times, we found out that a lot of lay people were just 
about as well qualified to do some of the work of the church as people who had been to 
seminary.   I shouldn’t say that you might get more work out of them but they had completed 
one career and they came and did that.  I thought that was one of the most, well, I won’t say 
ingenious, but that was one of the most helpful things that we did. 
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LM:  Did the day care --- was that here when you were here or did that start later? 

CL:  That started later. We fought that battle several times. But we had some older people that 
right, wrong, good, bad or indifferent, they weren’t in favor of it.  But it’s turned out to be very, 
very popular. 

LM:  I would say it’s--- you know, I’ve known friends, who’ve had children and it’s always been 
very highly regarded outside the church, in the community.  I would assume that would be a 
good—I mean at least an entrance point to …? 

CL:  Well, for so long, we kept saying that so many people that work downtown that could take 
advantage of that, you know.  But that happened after I left here and I really think it’s one of 
the great things that they’ve done.   

LM:  Yes, it’s probably like the tv ministry, something that---at least all state government 
workers know about it. 

CL:  That’s right. 

LM:  It’s very highly regarded.    Well, what about---one other thing I wanted to mention, the 
flood of ’79---Did it have any kind of impact in terms of ministerial or, you know, just impact on 
property? 

CL:  You know, we had a number of people that their homes were totally flooded.  The Chief of 
Police was a member here at that time, Ray Pope. On that particular Sunday morning in 1979, 
somehow, people knew that there was this danger, but somehow didn’t realize how great it 
was.  But Ray called me about 10:30.  We had had an early morning service, but he called me 
about 10:30 and he says “Go ahead and have your service but tell people to please go straight 
home and stay there.”   He went on to talk about the fact that the water was rising so high that 
the levees over here could have easily given away and everything.  It was more dangerous, but 
we had a lot of people---Dennery’s Restaurant at that time and some of the Dennerys were 
members here, and I remember going down there.   We had work teams that started out the 
next day, as soon as the water went down. 

LM:  Right. 

CL:  I remember taking up the carpet in that restaurant down there that was just wet and smelly 
and everything.  It took them forever to get that redone.  A lot of people, Brad Dye, the 
Lieutenant Governor, his home was flooded.  And we did…I remember going out to a house in 
north Jackson that people weren’t members of our church, but the husband was in the hospital 
and the wife was there with him all that time, and we had to go in there and just---a beautiful 
home, and just take refrigerators and televisions and put them out to the street to be picked 
up.  That was a traumatic time. 

LM:  What were the steps that kind of led you to being named Bishop?  Was that something 
that just popped up or was that something that kind of started brewing slowly? 
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CL:  We are elected by jurisdiction and that includes nine southeastern states.  As you might 
imagine Mississippi would not necessarily be ???  Memberships of the jurisdictions is based on 
really how large the church is in that area, you know.  Mississippi had at that time maybe 18 
delegates; Virginia had 70!  That gives you some idea.  We had not had anybody elected from 
this Conference, the south half.  Now we are one--the whole state is a Conference.  But then we 
were just the south half, and we had not had anybody elected to the Episcopacy since 1936.  
North Mississippi had had one.  But DeCell, J. Lloyd. DeCell , who was pastor here at Galloway in 
1936, was elected.  So chances were not too good; you had to be realistic about that because 
Florida would have 60-something votes.  The Book of Discipline, by which we live, makes it 
possible for a Conference or the delegates from the Conference to endorse a person.  They 
never use the word “nominate” because when you go up there you’re given a blank piece of 
paper, and you have so many that you can vote for because you have so many retirements or 
possibly other situations.   So by that time, by 1988, they had begun, before the Conference 
started, let those who had been endorsed, speak to different groups of delegates.  Because 
otherwise, you might… nobody in Virginia knew me much.  So it was really--we were electing 7 
that year and I was the last one that got elected.  But it’s just a very tedious sort of thing.  Some 
people in this church had some material printed, and some people in the church sent it all over 
the jurisdiction.  Of course, others, who endorsed candidates, were doing the same thing at 
that time.  But when you get to thinking about it, we had 17 conferences in the southeast at 
that time.  Chances of getting elected in situations like that are pretty small especially when you 
come from a small conference.   

LM:  So you prevailed and then you were off--and then, I guess, pretty much for the rest of your 
working life you were in Virginia, you were pretty much disconnected.  Are you pretty 
disconnected with what’s going on here at Galloway? 

CL:  Yes, I came back when my portrait out there was given to the church.  I came back at that 
Sunday that they…I don’t know whether they dedicated it or whether they…or just what!  But 
mostly, I came back just one or two other situations.  But we had family here in Jackson at that 
time.  Our children were grown and had three of them living in this area at that time, three out 
of five.  

LM:  Oh, ok. 

CL:  So we made it back to Mississippi when we could.  That’s a full-time job.  See I had 
southwest Virginia, east Tennessee and that little part of north Georgia. It’s about 435 miles up 
and down it, and right at about 1,000 churches that you’re supposed to have some sort of 
responsibility for.  I enjoyed it, you can’t take yourself too seriously in a situation like that.   Like 
I say, the worst thing that ever happened out of it is I lost my name! 

LM:  You became your position, right? 

CL:  I became my position! 
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LM:  Well, having come back, in retirement, I’m curious.  I was thinking, maybe, you could kind 
of talk about Galloway’s future and maybe some of the challenges you see for it, but also 
maybe some of the opportunities kind of moving forward for the congregation? 

CL:  Well, this had been kind of tedious in a lot of ways because I’m just a human being, and I 
think I know how to run this thing better than anybody else does!  I’m being facetious now!  But 
we made a conscious decision, because nearly all of our friends were here, that we would come 
and be participants just like anybody else.  Now, my wife is on the church council and steering 
committee, and all this sort of stuff now which I’m glad she is.  But I’ve tried my best to stay in 
the background.  If I’m asked something, or if I’m asked to do something, you know, I’m going 
to be preaching in the middle of November for a special occasion.  I’m glad to do that, but I’m 
not going to get involved in it too much.  I think what they’re doing now in terms of the capital 
funds campaign and a lot of renovation in the church, is desperately needed.  And they’re 
talking about some rather radical changes in the sanctuary which has a lot of older people 
upset because I mean it was good enough for Abraham and Moses, it ought to be good enough 
for us!  But like I say, as best I can, I just stay out of it.  I go to a Sunday School class that I 
thoroughly enjoy when I am ??? Of course recently I took on a responsibility at The Orchard 
which is a retirement home here in Jackson, and for about 9 years they have had a worship 
service on Sunday morning at 10:00 o’clock.  A resident there was a retired Baptist preacher; I 
knew him in south Jackson when I was at Leavell Woods Church and he was at Alta Woods 
Baptist Church at that time.   A wonderful man.  But he called me around the first of the year 
and said he needed some help.  That his wife and daughter thought he ought to slow down.  
Well, he’s 94! 

LM:  A younger man! 

CL:  But it was so interesting.  He says “I think they need a Methodist.  They’ve had a Baptist 
long enough!”  It’s supposed to be interdenominational.  And I told him, I said, “Well, Charles, 
let me think about it.” And I did.  And when we got together, I told him I said, “You know, you 
want to slow down.  If we just swap every other month.”  And he says “That’s a great idea.”  
Well, in the meantime his health really did begin to fail, which I hate.  But along came James 
Baird who had been pastor at First Presbyterian Church when I was here at Galloway.  And we 
do it.  We don’t get paid anything, don’t even get gas money.  But we do it because we love to 
do it.  And I have just had a ball doing that because right, wrong, good, bad or indifferent, 
preaching is my real,  well, it’s the thing that’s kept me going now for 62 years of ministry. 

LM:  Well, that’s great!  Is there anything we didn’t cover that you want to make sure to 
mention before we close out the interview? 

CL:  I really can’t remember anything of any significance.  The one theme that through all the 
years about Galloway is you’d think that a big downtown church would be almost, you know, so 
impersonal and everything.  But this church is a very warm church.  That’s what I have loved 
and appreciated about it so much.  When I came here I really had some,  senior minister, I had 
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some trepidations about the fact that how in the world can you minister to that many people.  
But it’s a very warm and personable church. 

LM:  Well, I’d like to thank you so much for your time this morning. 

CL:  I’ll send you a bill the first of the month! [Laughing]  No, I appreciate what you’re doing 
because the Church has history up until 1956.  And we desperately need to get a written history 
from that time forward.   

LM:  Yes, it’s important to document it. 

CL:  It really is.  Nat Rogers, that I mentioned earlier, has said that you know.  But it needs a real 
historian you know.  But this is going to help some I think. 

LM:  Absolutely! Every voice is important. 

CL:  Right.  

LM:  Well, thank you so much again. 

CL:  Well, listen, thank you.  I hate to run, but I’m in good shape! 

             

 

… 


