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The interview of Catherine Klipple by Ruth Cole:  
 
RC: Today is Thursday,  October 23, 2013. This is Ruth Cole with the Galloway Oral History program. 
Today I interviewing Catherine Powell Klipple about her Galloway experiences through the 
years.  We are at Galloway for the interview.  Catherine, would you please state your name and 
spell if for us. 

CK: Catherine Powell Klipple.  Catherine starts with a C and Klipple is K-L-I-double P-L-E. 

RC: Catherine and I are here visiting.  Catherine, tell us a little bit about your parents and where 
you were born in whatever order you would like.  

CK: My father was Walter Frith Powell.  The middle name is F-R-I-T-H. He was born in Texas, 
grew up in Arkansas and came to Jackson in 1922.  My mother was Pearl McInnis.  She was born 
and grew up in Wayne County in Southeast Mississippi.  She came to Jackson sometime in the 
early 20’s.   

RC: When did they marry and where was their home at first?   

CK: They married at the Galloway parsonage which stood in the area of the present courtyard.  
They married in 1925 and I was born the next year.  When they first married, they lived in the 
house that belonged to the Teat family which stood about where the chapel is now.  There 
were two houses that stood in the courtyard and chapel area at that time and they rented 
space in the Teak house and lived there until shortly before I was born.   

RC: Those houses were torn down at what time?  I bet you remember that.  

CK: Well, before they built this, I believe it was 1953 when the addition to the church was built. 
The Teat House later became the parsonage and that is where Dr. Selah lived, and the old 
parsonage was used for Sunday School rooms.  

RC: I see.  Where did your family live after that? 

CK: Briefly, off of West Capital Street and then a house on Millsaps Avenue.  I grew up thinking 
that Millsaps College was THE place to go and all my life all I wanted to do was to go to Millsaps.  

RC: That’s great. Catherine, I’m interested in your life growing up here in Galloway when you 
were a child and wondered about how could tell us about your early childhood memories and 
where you went to Sunday School in the building back then. 

CK:  Well, as a baby, of course, I don’t remember.  I started in what was called the Cradle Roll. 
That was the name they gave to the Infant Department.  And that was located in the ground 
level floor, which you entered by the doors that are at the sidewalk level on the Smith Park 



side. You went through those doors and it was a long, narrow room that just went straight back. 
That was where the babies were located. I don’t know at what age I was moved out of the 
Cradle Roll, but I know that the next place I was in was the area next to it below where the 
choir room is now, which is used right now for the small children’s area.  I think that is where all 
those children who had come out of the Cradle Roll but had not started school were—whatever 
ages that included.  And then, I think, all the elementary age children were on the top floor, or 
maybe what we now call the fourth floor.  I’m not sure, but I think the upper elementary and 
the junior high students were on the very top floor.  Senior highs were located in the old 
parsonage.  Then when I was in college—I went to Millsaps and so I was still attending Sunday 
School here while I was in college. I cannot remember where we went. 

RC:  That’s understandable. 

CK: I want to tell you about a ceremony that we had for birthdays.  I think this was in the upper 
elementary grades. The boys and girls were separated.  So you had three grades and separating 
the boys and girls made six classes.  At the beginning of the Sunday School hour they would all 
gather together and have some hymns and whatever and then later separate into the six 
classes.  On the Sunday that you had a birthday you were to come with pennies equal to your 
age. Up at the front of the gathering area there was a container and if it was your birthday 
week, you were to go up there and stand by the container and while the birthday song was 
being sung, you were to drop the pennies in one by one.  You were to start when the song 
started and time your penny dropping so that you ended when the birthday song ended.  I will 
recite the song for you.  “We bring you greetings on this day that celebrates your birth and pray 
that God may honor you with many more on earth.” 

RC: That is wonderful! You all would sing it for the birthday child during the gathering time 
when all the children were together? That is wonderful!  I love it that you remember the song. 

CK: I’ve never forgotten it.   

RC: Do you have other memories of junior high or high school age?  Classes, or friends, or 
particular teachers that enhanced your life? 

CK:  Well, I’ve been trying to think of teachers.  I remember that when I was in high school Mrs. 
Rufus Peeples taught I believe, two years that I was in high school and I cannot remember who 
taught the third year.  The only teacher that I can remember back earlier than high school was a 
Mrs. Brown and I think she was my teacher when I was in the fifth grade.  I don’t know why I 
remember this one person back then, unless it was the fact that she visited the homes of all the 
children she had in her class and I remember her coming to our house. 

RC: How nice! 

CK: As far as I remember, nobody else did that.  

RC: When you went to Millsaps, did you still live at home or did you live in the dormitory? 



CK: Lived at home.  You weren’t allowed to live on the campus then if your home was in the 
Jackson area. 

RC: I see.  They didn’t have enough dormitories, I guess.  Did you continue coming to Sunday 
School with your parents at that time? 

CK: Yes.  Students gathered here on Sunday night.  The place where we gathered was down 
there in the preschool area where I had attended when I was three or four years old and the 
area that had been the Cradle Roll was the kitchen.  As far as I know that was the first kitchen 
that Galloway had. If there was any other area in the church, I did not know about it.  Carolyn 
Tannehill’s mother, Mrs. Rice Wilson, was the food person.  I don’t know what her title was. It 
may have been hostess or whatever, but she was the one---later, a Mrs. Brown, not the one 
that was my Sunday School teacher, was her helper. 

RC: Minnie Lou Brown.  I remember her.  Catherine, I’m interested in knowing more about the 
outings that you took when you were in the youth group here at the church as a youth and 
when you were a college student. 

CK: The biggest thing was trips to Roosevelt Park. That doesn’t sound like very much now, but 
that was a big thing to us back then. 

RC: Did you go over just for the day? 

CK: I don’t remember staying overnight, so it must have been day trips.  Picnic lunch and maybe 
went swimming or whatever, hiking. 

RC: That’s great.  The minister at that time. Tell me about him. 

CK:  The first minister that I really remember was Dr. Chappell. Of course, he was known far and 
wide as being a marvelous preacher.  Then while I was in college he left and Dr. Selah came. Of 
course, Dr. Selah was here for many years and greatly loved and a fine preacher and just a 
wonderful person. 

RC: When you finished Millsaps a bit later, you told me you went off to graduate school.  

CK: Yes.  I went to Columbia University and got a Masters and came back to Jackson and joined 
a young adult class, I think it was probably all singles, and we met in the state office building 
that is across from the Methodist building.  There was no Sunday School space for us in the 
church property and so they let us use that on Sunday mornings and Professor Jimmy Ferguson 
who was a history professor at Millsaps taught that class. 

RC:  I know that was wonderful.  You have had so many involvements of your time and efforts 
over the years at Galloway with missions and with your Sunday School class and you’ve even 
taken a mission trip to North Carolina, I remember.  One of your more recent things to have 
done.  You have taught Sunday School so what would you like to tell me about your 
involvement with the church when you came back as an adult.  



CK:  I worked with three-year-olds for a number of years and one year with five year olds and I 
got to know a lot of different people that I probably otherwise would not have known as well as 
adult teachers who were also working in the children’s department.  

RC: Catherine, tell me about an interesting little incident that happened when you were 
teaching in the kindergarten, the five-year-old Sunday School, with a family, a family that we all 
know and love and I’d love for you to tell us that story.  

CK: This was the first Sunday of the new school year.  Dot Gober, Associate Minister Bill Gober’s 
wife, brought in Maud DeLes.  She introduced me and said that she’s named for both 
grandmothers, but we think Maud DeLes is too long a name so we decided to call her Dee and 
we would like for you to call her Dee. Maud DeLes’ good friend, Beth Boone, daughter  of Tom 
Boone, who was youth director was standing right there and she said, “I’m not going to call her 
Dee. Her name is Maud DeLes.”  And that was the last time I ever heard any mention of calling 
Maud DeLes anything but Maud DeLes. 

RC: I think that’s a rich experience that we should enjoy having recorded today.  After you 
served in the Sunday School area with the children, you served as our chairman of education at 
Galloway. You have talked about some of the changes that you all developed. Tell us about 
that.  

RK: One thing we did was offer alternative classes from time to time. Special topics at the 
Sunday School hour.  People in the regular Sunday School classes were invited to attend if they 
wished to or they could keep going to their regular class or individual members could attend if 
the topic appealed to them.  These would be short term classes that would last just a few 
weeks.  It just offered other opportunities.  

RC: That was a great thing for you all to start doing.  Tell us about the mission trip that you went 
on to North Carolina.  

CK:  Bob Conerly and his wife, who had been our missionaries in Mexico for probably thirty 
years, had retired to North Carolina and were still active and were doing mission work among 
immigrants in North Carolina and so for probably several years our summer mission work team 
would go there for a week and help out with that work.  I was able to go one summer.  I think it 
was 1988.  Maybe 1987.  We did a variety of things.  We built a sort of gazebo attachment to 
the church where they could have different events.  There was work done on the well.  They 
had a mass of unsorted clothes that we organized into a regular clothes closet.  We painted 
inside the church, installed some new bathroom fixtures.  We did a variety of things.  We got a 
lot done in one week as well as having worship services. 

RC: That was great project for you all to go up there and help him.  I remember that before that 
he had been in Mexico and how we had sent teams down there, prior to this.   What about your 
being a member of the Christian Fellowship class, that I believe was started about 1970.  Tell us 
about your experiences.  



CK: Oh, it had been started…I don’t know how long it had been going before then, but 1970 was 
when I stopped teaching the little children and joined an adult class.  After I had been in there 
about two years I somehow or other became the only officer. I wasn’t president, but I got to be 
the person in charge –sort of accidentally or without … 

RC: Without an election… 

CK: And did that for about fifteen years. 

RC: I know those class meetings have been important in your life – you have great friends from 
that.   Are there memories from that group that you would like to share. 

CK:  I think it is absolutely the best thing. I have been in that class since 1970 –that’s 43 years 
and I can’t think of being without that class.  The people in it have been wonderful people over 
the years.  Of course we have lost a lot, but we keep having new members all the time.  

RC:  You have also been active in our church in the United Methodist Women.  You’ve been on 
various committees.  You have been an officer.  You were a charter member of Bethany circle.  
You were working full time at that time so tell us how you got Bethany circle started.   

CK: It was Vashti Cain who wanted to organize a circle for working women because there were 
no night time circles at that time as far as I know.  She kept talking to me.  I had never been a 
member of the UMW and kind of hate to say it, but I didn’t want to join it because I thought it 
was the old ladies organization. 

Laugh 

CK: Vashti kept twisting my arm so I finally I said ok I will do this.  It really was just a favor for 
her because I didn’t want to.  But it has been a great thing to be a member of the UMW.  Again 
to meet some people that I wouldn’t have gotten to know otherwise.  Of course some of the 
people I already knew, but there have been so many wonderful people that I have known and 
become friends with. The UMW has marvelous studies and service projects, and I think that all 
Methodist women should belong. 

RC: That’s a comment I appreciate since I’m a member with you in the circle.  

CK: Your mother, Mrs. Pickett, helped Vashti get this circle going.  She would meet with us. 

RC: She was very interested in that and served faithfully for a number of years as an officer 
herself and as a study leader and as a circle leader etc. 

CL: I remember her coming to our meetings and explaining things to us about the organization. 

RC:  Good.  One thing I know is that the Methodist Women usually have a study that features a 
foreign country very often—for missions.  I have learned a lot myself and I know that you are a 
world traveler. I think it is so interesting that you have been able to contribute in the Bethany 



circle especially where I’ve gotten to be around you. Do you have particular memories of trips 
that you have made abroad? 

CK: Two outstanding ones were two summers that I worked with archaeological teams in 
Jordan and Israel and I wouldn’t take ten million dollars for those experiences.  Also I was able 
to make a trip around the world.  I had the opportunity to travel all around the Bible areas and 
to see those areas not so much as a tourist, but to meet with people and also would have 
weekends free to go to Jerusalem. To be able to spend every weekend in Jerusalem was just 
awesome.  To become acquainted with different merchants in the vicinity of where I would stay 
on weekends and just wander all over the city at leisure. Then while I was in Jordan I spent 
weekends in Amman –another great opportunity traveling over both countries.  And to make 
repeated visits to Petra. 

RC: That was fabulous.  You were working with the State Board of Health during your career as 
a professional in Jackson.  Tell us a little bit about that. 

CK: I majored in math at Millsaps and my graduate degree was in biostatistics from the 
Columbia University School of Public Health.  The Health Department was the only place I ever 
worked.  I worked under a number of different health officers and first was located in the Old 
Capital and then we had a new building out across from the University Medical Center. I had 
the opportunity to meet with people from other states.  We would have meetings in 
Washington, DC and we were able to meet with federal officials, people from all over the 
country from other health departments. 

RC: I notice on your biographical sketch that you traveled some on some friendship tours 
including around the world with groups representing American career women. 

CK: That was an around the world trip with forty two of us from all over the country.  We met 
with government officials and career women and news media in other countries. 

RC: Do you have other memories from…I know you have been very active in government and 
your interest in the city of Jackson, our state.  At one time you were on a Long Range Planning 
Committee for the city of Jackson.  Tell us about your involvement in the community. 

CK:  Well, my father worked for the city and I sort of grew up in City Hall.  I guess that is how I 
became interested in government and politics.  I worked at the polls a lot.  I helped in 
campaigns.  I was in the League of Women Voters and for a number of years I was on the Long 
Range Planning Committee for the city of Jackson. 

RC:  Well, you certainly contributed a lot to the ongoing city interests and development of the 
city.  You have been a great influence in our community. 

(Pause) 

RC: Catherine and I have been looking over our notes.  We want to go back and pick up on a 
couple of things that are important that we would like to add at this time.  Particularly, I want 



her to tell where the adult classes were when she was growing up before the education wing 
and chapel wing were added to the church plant.   

CK:  As far as I can remember there was only the Men’s Bible Class and the Women’s Bible 
Class.  We didn’t have all these different adult classes like we have now.  The Women’s Class 
area was the large area behind the sanctuary where the choir practice room is now.  As far as I 
remember, the men must have met in the sanctuary.  

RC: I have seen a picture of the men in the class in the sanctuary, standing in front of the altar 
table.  We were also talking about the days when you were working with the young children in 
the three-year-olds.  Tell us some of the people who were workers with you.  

CK: When I started working with the three-year-olds, Jay Shands was the superintendent of that 
age group, ages three, four, and five and the person I worked with the most was Missye Peets 
and Rita Cook, Virginia Warner. 

RC: Ann Evans is one I remember. 

CK: I can’t remember her.   

RC: She may have been a little later.  

CK: Oh, yes.  The year I worked with five-year-olds my partner was George Patton, Sr. 

RC: Really.  How wonderful. 

CK: It was a huge class. There must have been 30 children in there.  We were located in this big 
room to the north side of the parlor.   Where Jenny Slack is now was one huge room with all 
those children in it with George and I in there trying to control all those children.  Most of the 
time when I was working with the three year olds the classes for the three and four year olds 
were back behind the sanctuary where the choir practice room is now but part of the time 
when I worked with three-year-olds the classrooms were down where the pastoral offices and 
the break room are now.  

RC: That was before or after you taught the five year olds? 

CK: That was before.  

RC: I see. We want to go back to the time in your life when you were in the Girl Scouts. That’s 
something you skipped.  

CK: I don’t know how I became interested in the Girl Scouts.  But Galloway had a Girl Scout 
troop. Mrs. Wilson, Caroline Tannehill’s mother, was the Girl Scout leader and we met in that 
area on the ground level floor where I had gone to Sunday School when I was three or four 
years old and where the college students met on Sunday nights.  At the time I was a Girl Scout, 
that was where the Girl Scouts met. But, of course, sometimes we went out across the street to 
meet in Smith Park. Mrs. Wilson was not only the Girl Scout leader, but she was also the 



dietician for the Girl Scout camp.  At that time the Girl Scouts did not have a separate camp, but 
used the Boy Scout camp at Kickapoo.  I thought Mrs. Wilson’s meals at the Girl Scout camp 
were marvelous.  

RC: How long did you stay in Girl Scouting? 

CK: I was ten when I joined, when I was in the fifth grade, and stayed through the ninth grade. 
When I was in Junior High School, there was no longer a Galloway troop, but part of that time I 
belonged to a troop with Mrs. Pullen as the Scout leader.  Now Mrs. Pullen was the mother of 
Catherine Davis, Mrs. Russell Davis, and a member of Galloway. Also part of the time when I 
was in Junior High School the leader was Mrs. Wallace who lived in the house that I think 
Vaughan and Nora Frances McRae live in now on State Street.  I could walk over there from 
Bailey Junior High School or walk to Mrs. Pullen’s house on Pinehurst Street after school. 

RC: And you met in their homes.  How nice.  

CK: The Wallaces had a little playhouse in the back yard.  Their daughter was in my class and 
part of the time we met in the little playhouse and part of the time we met in the big house.  

RC: That was an important statement for us catch up with. 

CK: I thought the Girl Scouts were the most wonderful organization that existed.  

RC: I sure you learned a lot with these ladies as your leaders.   You also mentioned in the 
biography sheet that Dr. Selah was our pastor for a long time and was an important person in 
your life and you especially remembered things about him including his resignation so tell us 
things about Dr. Selah that you would like to share.  

CK: I remember his ability to recite poetry.  I remember that he always had a twinkle in his eye 
and his sermons were great.  Of course he was there from the time I was in college until well 
into my young adult life. I just feel that he taught me so much about what was good and how to 
live. 

RC: I believe that he served for almost twenty years and did resign in the 60’s.  Do you want to 
tell us anything that you remember about that. 

CK: I was in church the day he resigned and I remember seeing a lot of people crying.  It was a 
very sad day and I was appalled, actually, that the actions of the church had driven him to do 
this.  But I understood why he did it, and I almost left Galloway myself when some things 
happened because in those days it was very ugly.  Many ugly and vile things said.  I don’t mean 
in church, but it was just everywhere you went: on the streets, at work, in the restaurants you 
just had all these ugly things said.  Anyway, back then women were not allowed to be on the 
Board of Stewards and so, unless you had a family member or a close friend who was on the 
Board, you didn’t really know what was going on and you just heard a lot of rumors. Like people 
bringing guns to keep people, blacks, out of the church and so on. The first day that I came and 
saw these men standing in the doorway—this was when I was doing three-year-olds—I stood 



on the sidewalk on the Smith Park side for a while and thought, “This is not a church, this is just 
a glorified country club if you are going to have people standing there to keep other people 
out,” but then I thought, “Where would I go?  This is the situation everywhere. There wouldn’t 
be any church you could go to.” Then I thought, “Well, I’ll just hang in there and see how it 
works out.”  Of course now, I’m glad I stayed. Very glad.  But I remember just standing there in 
the middle of the sidewalk and then thinking, “Well, those little three-year-olds are up there 
waiting. 

RC: And they were.  

Pause 

RC: Catherine and I are about to conclude out time together.  But we thought of a couple of 
things for her to tell you about. One is for her to tell you about the sanctuary that she 
remembers, growing up here. 

CK: Basically, it was as it is now.  The choir loft has been enlarged and the pulpit area has been 
enlarged, but the BIG difference is that when I was growing up and as a young adult we didn’t 
have air conditioning.  I always sat in the balcony and there were great big fans placed all 
around and you sort of had to work your way around them to get to a seat. The windows would 
be open and the preacher had to preach over the noise of the fans. 

RC: The other thing that we especially remembered was that you helped on Wednesday night 
for the fellowship meal and program.  Tell us about that. 

CK: Yes.  Back then, this would have been the 1960’s—You had to make a reservation for the 
meal and Charlotte Sands and I worked at the desk taking in the money and checking off the 
names.  If you came without a reservation, you had to wait outside until all the people who had 
made a reservation came, so that they would know if they had enough food for you.  But we did 
have big crowds and sometimes you had to wait for somebody to finish eating so you could 
take their place to sit down.  

RC: That was before we had the second addition on the church and bought the building next 
door, (now the Foundery). We are talking about the old Fellowship Hall, aren’t we? 

CK: Yes.  It is now Reception A and B.  At that time there was a stage at the south end, the 
Smith Park end, but the kitchen was pretty much where it is now.  But much smaller and didn’t 
extend to the behind the big Fellowship area. 

RC:  It has been a pleasure to visit with you this afternoon. We will turn this in and I know it will 
be wonderful addition to our oral history project.  I thank you so much. 

CK:  It’s been fun.   

RC: We will turn this over to Al now.  Thank you.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


