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Oral History Interview with Karen Ezell Redhead, Edward Bergmark, and Martha 
Bergmark 
By Mary Alice White 
 

MAW:  This is Mary Alice White and today is April 10, 2015.  I am at Galloway United Methodist Church 
with Karen Ezell Redhead, Edward Bergmark and Martha Bergmark.  They will each introduce 
themselves and tell a little bit about them. 

MB:  My name is Martha Bergmark and we moved to Jackson in 1953 and began attending Galloway 
Methodist Church then and attended until we left for college. 

EB:  I am Edward Bergmark, two years younger than Martha. I attended here until I left for college in 
1968. 

MB: We were four and two when we got here.  And our father was a Methodist minister and had had a 
church.   He was pastor of a church in Texas in the Southwest Texas Conference of the Methodist 
Church.  He came here to teach at Millsaps.  The way it worked then was, you know, obviously we 
selected a church to attend, but Daddy was …I mean, we were here when the doors opened and we left 
when the doors closed.  But his role as a pastor was not here at Galloway.  He kept up his license, and 
was a pastoral minister never again, having a church.  But worked at Millsaps.  So, that’s what brought 
us to Jackson.  

EB: This room is where Sunday school was held.  Our mother died in 2008.  She had Parkinson’s.  She 
couldn’t make it through the main service, but really up until pretty close to the end, I was coming down 
every few weeks from Minnesota to check on her and she always wanted to come to Sunday school and 
this is where we would have Sunday school.  

MAW: This is the class that…it’s Room 409 and it is the Christian Fellowship Sunday school class and 
there’s still… you have T.W. Lewis is a member, and the Powell’s, and a lot of very faithful members. 

MB:  Brad Chism, I think, was one of the younger members, who came to this class. 

MAW: Ed King 

MB: Ed King, yes, and … 

KR: Dean Miller, who’s now married to…… 

MB: Oh, absolutely. Dean and Gloria, now Peggy. Yep, that’s right.  

MAW:  And the Weavers.   

MB:   And then our mother was a singer and a musician, by training, and was the contralto soloist in the 
choir for most of …the years that we were growing up she did that.  So we were very active in the music 
program as well.   

MAW: Did either of you sing in the choir? 

MB: Oh, yes. 
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EB: Of course.  We had no choice!  But it was fun …Miss Byler, absolutely … 

MB: And she was our piano teacher.  Mama taught piano lessons, but knew that teaching your own 
children is not so good, so we had Miss Byler as a teacher to teach us.  

EB: What was the name of the organist?  

MB: Oh, Mary Taylor Sigman was just really…and they were…Mama and she and your mom were at the 
Orchard together. 

KR: Just so you’ll know who “my mom” is, I am Karen Ezell Redhead here and Christina, Edward and 
Martha’s younger sister, who is now deceased, was a dear friend of mine and so she would’ve been one 
year old when you all moved to Jackson. 

MB: That’s right.  Exactly.  So our earliest memories really are of Jackson.  I have a few of Texas, but not 
so much.  

MAW: What other activities at Galloway or favorite Sunday School teachers or ministers that you as 
youth growing up in the church. 

MB: As I said, we were here when the lights came on and we left when the lights went off.  We were 
active in Sunday school and Vacation Bible School and choir and you name it: Wednesday Night 
Fellowship and the drama.  Who was the wonderful … 

KR:  Virginia Metz.  Her mother was Mrs. Metz. 

MB:  Yeah, Virginia Fox Metz.  Yes, she was in that class as well when our parents got older.  She just ran 
that terrific drama program and we put on...I don’t know what.  The basketball team, I think I played on 
the basketball team when Tom Boone was coaching.   I think they would get Millsaps people over here 
to coach the sports. So I played girls’ basketball on that team.  What else, Karen?  It was a lot!  A lot 
went on.  

KR:  MYF. 

MB: MYF was huge.  

EB: It was interesting to me.  I have lived in Minnesota since I left in ‘68 for the most part and it is 
interesting to me how these memories come back.  There was Jerry somebody who was an assistant 
minister.   

MAW:  Furr. 

EB:  Jerry who? 

MB:  Furr.  

EB: And when Tom Boone… was his wife Edna?   

MB: Edna, uh huh, Khayat. 

EB: He told what I thought was the raciest joke and it was on a Sunday night and he was talking about 
when they first dated.  They had gone out to some lover’s place to be in the car together and Edna, 
being the proper young woman that she was, said “Well, I’m not going to stay here and I certainly 
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wouldn’t stay here unless …you know, maybe if it were a convertible I’d stay here.”   At which point Tom 
said, “Well, I’ll take the roof off the car!”  

EB:  I was probably in the eighth grade at the time.  I thought Wow!  

[LAUGHTER] 

EB: I was shocked.  In church no less!  And so the question was, “How are you going to put the top back 
on?” and Tom said, “I’m not worried about that!”  

MB: I do remember Tom as someone who …you know, this is so pre-women’s movement of any kind 
you know but... he was absolutely committed to the notion that us girls would play basketball and we 
would go …. He taught us how to water ski, as I recall, out on that lake. 

EB:  Hico, Lake Hico, that’s right. 

MB:  And he was just as committed to having the girls do all those things as having the boys do all those 
things.  And that was a real take away for me at a time when that wasn’t necessarily emphasized.   

MAW: It’s interesting now because people may not realize but this was a time when people came to 
both, on Sundays, to the morning worship and the evening worship.   

MB: Yes. 

EB: And we were in the choir so it was the Young People’s choir that sang in the evening service. And we 
would also sing at the Wednesday night service.  So we spent most of Sundays here.   We would play 
ping pong and you know, we’d eat supper here. 

MB: And there was the bowling alley. Remember the bowling alley? 

EB:  Actually, this finger got crushed in the bowling alley.  

MB: Oh, I’m sorry, Edward. 

EB:  It’s still flat.  It had the insides squished out of it.  

KR: Somebody mentioned Miss Royal’s mother.  There was Joe Royals and then I’m at a loss for the 
daughter who was mine and Christina’s age.  But their grandmother did all the food on Wednesdays and 
I can’t remember her name.  Has anybody brought her up because she was a faithful servant to the 
church? 

MB: Oh, my goodness!  Oh heavens! 

KR: She did Wednesday night food and Sunday night food for us.  Her daughter’s last name was Royals 
but that was not hers.  

MAW: Mrs. Wilson. 

MB: Really! Good for you.  

MAW: Good for you. Let’s check the recorder just while I’m looking for this name.   I would hate to lose 
all of this. 
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EB:  We got soft drinks at dinner on Wednesday nights which we didn’t get at home very often at all 
which for us was a very special event.  

MAW: Now tell a little about your parents.  What your father did at Millsaps and all? 

MB:  Well, Daddy came here to take the place of someone who was on sabbatical. So he wasn’t offered 
a full time or permanent job at that point.  And that was for Dr. Bond Fleming. That was the one 
Philosophy professor.  So Daddy became the one Philosophy professor when Dr. Fleming was away.  But 
then was able to stay.  They offered him a position after that.  And he was just a wonderful teacher to 
both … to his family and to his students.  And he didn’t come here at all to participate in the emerging 
civil rights movement; that wasn’t how we wound up here. But once that was going on…and it began to 
happen in the ‘50s with students at Tougaloo and then students at Millsaps.  And there were a few 
faculty members who were involved in that. And Daddy was one of those.  Just getting people together 
to talk.  And Ed King was one of his students at Millsaps.  But there were many others.  And there is a 
paper about that so I won’t belabor that.  But Daddy’s relation to Galloway was in a way more careful.  I 
can remember him…he was just very respectful of the fact that he was not the pastoral minister or in 
any official position at Galloway. And to my knowledge did not take any role in the sort of governance of 
Galloway or on the Board and would not have even been permitted to because he was still a member of 
the Texas Conference.  But it certainly got talked about in our home.  I mean that was a real topic of 
conversation and the schools were at risk too as you know.  And so my mother was active with a group 
of women who wanted to make sure just that the schools stayed open.  That was really their…you know, 
it was Mississippians for Public Schools.   And so she was part of that group.  But quietly so.  I don’t 
remember, you know…I don’t believe their name appears in any newspaper probably or…..well, Daddy 
did have a Sovereignty Commission File, yes.   And this paper that was done about the Millsaps 
professors who were active sort of raises that as well.  But as children I don’t recall….I know that he 
would go off to meetings and I know that there was concern about that.  And my mother was afraid 
about that, you know.  There was much attention was paid to when Daddy was gonna be home; it was 
not the days of cell phones so there was waiting around on occasion and nervousness about that.  And 
Daddy was responsible for raising the bail money.  When it became time to work on worshiping at 
Galloway in an inclusive way and of course there was an issue on whether that could happen at 
Galloway, Daddy somehow became responsible for helping raise bond money. I think that was in part 
because he went to the Boston University School of Theology; that was where his Masters in Theology 
was from.  And so his colleagues from there were coming to Jackson sometimes to be part of groups 
that would try to go worship.  So his classmates… then they’d be taken to jail and they’d get out of jail 
and they had to pay money to do that and so.  I don’t know how Daddy fell into that; he was terrible 
with money!  So how they ever managed to put Daddy in charge!  Daddy couldn’t care less about 
money, honestly.   

EB:  You know an interesting…in that time period…he was often gone at night.  And you know we always 
wanted him around.  And so I knew he was leaving for the evening and he was going out to Tougaloo 
and so I was just sort of….I was in junior high, probably early junior high, just sort of following him 
around.  And he always carried a little pocketknife about 2 inches long.  It’s a little knife.  And so he was 
getting ready to leave and he took the knife out of his pocket and he put it on the chest of drawers. But 
he kept everything else.  And I said “Why’d you do that?”  And he said, “Well, I’m going out to 
Tougaloo.” And I said, “Well, I don’t understand?” and he said “Well, the police love to stop you when 
you’re driving out to Tougaloo.  And if you don’t come to a complete roll-back stop where you’re 
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supposed to stop, they’ll stop you on the railroad tracks.”  And he said, “Once they stop you, they’ll frisk 
you.  And if they find a pocketknife on you they will charge you with having a concealed weapon.  So I 
don’t want to have a concealed weapon on me.”  And it was just one of those things that as a child left 
an indelible impression.   

MAW:  Well, let’s move to the civil rights era and tell about these journals first, so they’ll know the basis. 

MB:  Okay.  So my mom was a dutiful diarist.  She started keeping a diary when she was 18.  And she had 
a certain publishing company that she liked to get her journals from.  So they’re red-bound year by year.  
And each Christmas one of Daddy’s presents to my mom would be the coming year’s diary so that was 
always waiting for her under the Christmas tree that she could write for the next year.  So we do have 
these for her whole adult life.  But they were her calendar, you know, she kept track of when her piano 
lessons were and what dates were coming up that she had to be on the calendar.  They’re very matter 
fact, these were not journals in which she poured her heart and soul out or even opined much about 
anything they were very, you know, “Martha has girl scouts.  Edward has to go to the doctor.” You 
know, that sort of thing. And yet they are interspersed as we get to 1961, ‘62, ‘63, there are these little 
tantalizing, rather dry comments in there, “went to public school meeting with Jane Petty,  Pat Darian, 
and little Bernstein”, you know, but nothing much about what happened there, so it’s rare that you get 
the opinion words. She does say the night or the Easter Sunday that the black Methodist bishop came to 
try to worship here and you know, that was sort of a bigger deal that particular Sunday. She says in here 
at the evening service, she said that “It really tore me up, that evening service; it just felt so hypocritical 
and absolutely no mention of what had happened that day.” But that’s kind of a rarity. There are other 
moments where she opines. So Galloway was just so important to them, you know, that we were there 
constantly. First of all, because it was so important to their lives and our lives. So the fact that Galloway 
was facing this decision point itself was something that got discussed in our home and we were, what I 
remember about Sunday school during those days was, that the children were, you would have 
memories too, was not just the adults who were talking about this, this was a, you know, you couldn’t 
be living in Jackson and not appreciate that there were Freedom Riders coming through and Civil Rights 
workers being kidnapped and murdered in Neshoba County.  I mean… and those things were happening 
around us and so, and yet, what I remember is that in my classes, there was an effort by the teachers 
not too much talk about that. So, we talked about it among ourselves, because of course, we just did, 
but there was no teaching that went on directly about that. I remember that teaching happening in my 
home, not so much in Sunday school classes, maybe you have other memories about that. 

EB: I would call it a “conspiracy of silence.” It was as if I ignored, it would go away.  

MAW: I don’t remember it being talked about in Sunday school. 

MB: And yet, we would go out and the entertainment, every Sunday, during that period, when groups of 
people would come try to worship, the entertainment was to leave Sunday school class, go out to the 
front steps and watch the action. I mean, that’s what we did, you know, between Sunday school and 
church. And we would go in.  

EB: I don’t know if it was that Easter but one of the images that is still most clear in my memory was 
when the Bishop of the central conference, it was when the Central Conference was a lot….  

MB: Bishop Golden. 
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EB: ...black conference, he came and there were people that I had never seen at Galloway- tough 
looking, and they were dressed in suits, but they just had a meanness about them and just created a 
wall on the steps. And there was this sort of standoff and then they started pushing him, physically 
pushing him down the steps and he maintained a non-violent approach. And was pushed all the way 
down the steps, out onto the sidewalk and then there was… I was pretty close, meaning 10-15 feet and 
they said “Well, we’re not going to get in, let’s go,” and they started walking from the main sanctuary 
toward the chapel, just on the sidewalk.  And this one fellow that I had never seen before came up and 
just started slugging him in the head. And then people pulled this guy off and as they were pulling this 
guy off, he continued to kick him until he was just completely out of reach and the bishop, in just a very 
dignified way, just continued to walk away. But just thinking, this was the whole time of the Vietnam 
War era too and here we are supposed to turn the other cheek and just the incredible hypocrisy of it all 
made a very lasting impression on me. 

MB: I remember an incident, and I remember that incident and then on the side door, there was one 
Sunday when, and I don’t remember why this particular Sunday was a bigger deal than others but there 
was a camera man, you know, filming a group that was trying to get in right here at this side door by the 
parking lot, and one of the ushers, one of the guards, the ushers, you know, who were assigned to keep 
people out, something set him off and he just went…I was standing there sort of right next to the 
camera person and something set off this usher and he kind of came after, maybe because it was being 
filmed, you know, he came after the camera guy and started chasing him around the block, you know, 
that was riveting. But it was, I, I really, was deeply pained by the whole thing. I left for college and I’ve 
never had a church affiliation since, interestingly. I felt like I had...  

MAW: You attended a lot over the years. 

MB: I felt like I had a lifetime immunization, perhaps, you know, but the sort of disconnect between 
what the values were that we were claiming to you know, believe in and… 

EB: Espouse.  

MB: Espouse, and what was actually going on was just painfully apparent and I just felt like I didn’t have 
any need to immerse myself in that, in anything like that again.  

MAW: I think it took a while for Galloway to heal. 

MB: Oh, I’m sure.  

MAW: Over the years. 

MB: I’m confident in that. I went away to college in ‘66’, Edward in ‘68, Christina left a year early in ‘69,  

MAW: She didn’t graduate early? 

EB: She didn’t graduate. 

MB: She just left. 

EB: She was a dropout. 

MAW: Now where did you both attend college? 
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MB: I went to Overland College. 

EB: And I went to Macalester, in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

MB: And then Christina went to Overland as well, so I was a senior and she was a freshman and it was 
just great to have that year together in college. Our parents, of course, continued to be quite active at 
Galloway, you know, going forward although once we were, it wasn’t quite as you know, every minute 
of the day and night, you know, Mama was still singing in the choir and still a soloist and so forth.  But 
over the years, Sunday school became their big commitment, they just loved that particular class and 
Daddy had a real role in it, as you would expect, in sort of teaching and helping with that programming 
for that class. And Mama continued in the choir, although her voice got damaged, probably earlier than 
she would have had to stop singing otherwise and she had always been committed to the fact that she 
would not sing beyond, you know, peak performance, no, she, I don’t remember what year that was, 
she pretty gracefully said “okay my soloist singing days are done.” 

MAW: Well, going back to her journals, her diaries, what is one of the first references you have marked? 

MB: Well, I didn’t bring 1961, you know, 1961, would have been the first time that a lot of public things, 
where she could have been commenting on public things that were happening. I haven’t looked at the 
‘50s, she was active in the schools’ effort, starting in the ‘50s, so I have to do that. So the diaries are 
here, as you know, I don’t live here most of the time, I did start pulling them off of the shelf yesterday to 
see what I could find. So I really started with ‘60s and then we were gone in ’62.  We got back in August 
and the Meredith integration at Ole Miss happened the next month. And I do remember that Mama and 
Daddy both were following the news on the T.V. and on the radio just intently.  And I’m remembering 
that there is not a lot about that though in her diary, she… you know. In ‘63, with Galloway, we start to 
pick up because it touched her life. I was telling Mary Alice earlier that when Dr. Selah started to sort of 
step out and say, you know, “I’m not in the same place as the majority of my board”, he made some 
public statements, those are referenced in here and then she… and then what came out, is again, she’s 
not expressing emotion about it much, but Dr. Selah was suffering health issues and so she mentions 
how worried they were about Dr. Selah.  And it’s just very clear the connection between the stress he 
must have been under, you know, in that situation and what was going on. The other big memory I have 
is we were, we knew, everybody knew that Dr. Selah would not continue to be our minister once people 
had been turned away from his door. So everybody was waiting for the first moment when that shoe 
was going to drop and my parents were very concerned that we be there. There’s a description in here, 
of one Sunday that it was below zero and only going to go up to 20 degrees or something so they were 
worried that church was just going to be cleared out and people weren’t there, but that we went 
because we needed to support Dr. Selah, so it was, we would have gone anyway, sort of a joke about 
that. 

EB: If we had to take a boat, we would have gone. 

MB: That’s right. Or sled or something. So, the day that it actually came to pass, we were up at Camp 
Lake Stevens. Daddy was doing a weekend there, so we are in the car driving back that Sunday when it 
came on the news that that had happened and what I remember… she mentions that that happened in 
her diary… my memory is that Daddy literally pulled the car over and they cried and it was very 
upsetting.  
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MAW: I was at Galloway that Sunday and I will never forget, you know, it was such an impression, I 
mean, it was just, I mean every, your heart just sank, you just thought “oh no”, you know it was, 
anyway, it was quite. 

MB: It was quite emotional. Well, people so revered him. 

MAW: They did. 

MB: For him to take this rather courageous stand on the other side was interesting, I mean, you know, 
they loved him and yet they were prepared to let him go, you know, what was that about? 

MAW: You wonder, because they really did.  No one really wanted to see him go. 

MB: No. 

MAW: And I just… 

KR: Well, except for those that were blocking the doors. 

MB: Yes. 

KR: That eventually ended up pulling away and starting Riverside Methodist. 

MB: Yes. 

KR: So the ones who were not blocking the door who were in the position of your parents and ours, they 
stayed with Galloway and would have supported Dr. Selah I think in anything that was best for him. But 
those who didn’t, vote the way they did and closed the doors, ended up pulling out. 

MAW: But it still took several years.  

KR:  It took a long time.  

MAW: I mean, they didn’t pull out immediately, I assume. 

MB: How long did that go on? That was one thing I was wondering, I’ve only looked through, I’ll do some 
more work on these diaries and I’ll try to find some of the interesting parts but, when did they finally 
turn it around? 

MAW: That’s what I was looking, this is The Agony at Galloway is written by Jeff Cunningham. 

MB: And I remember Dr. Cunningham. 

MAW: I do too. 

MB: He was quite a preacher. 

MAW: And he followed, I think anyone who reads it, is, he’s being very defensive and I understand. He 
came at a very difficult time. 

MB: Oh, absolutely. 

KR: Anybody who had to follow Dr. Selah would have a hard time regardless of what the circumstances 
were.  
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MB: Let alone this whole set of circumstances.  

MAW: But he talks in here about, I literally was skimming it, so…but it was later before Riverside 
Independent was actually formed.  I want to say two or three years.  

MB: I think it was, because I think I was off to college almost by the time they started building that, 
didn’t they build that building? 

MAW: Yeah, on Riverside Drive. 

MB: I don’t think, I think I was in college by the time that happened, that’s very vague. I don’t recall that 
it was solved by the time I was graduating in ‘66.  

KR: Well I don’t know, you mentioned my mother, Edward, as your Sunday school teacher, I don’t know 
what was said but something was said and it was probably a very mild statement of “we need to be able 
to be open,” that caused somebody to walk out of her Sunday school class. It was somebody whose 
parents were probably on the side of those blocking the doors. But this young man got up and walked 
out and I think it’s a group that’s older than your class. But that’s one thing that I remember. And then 
also, I remember going to Central Farish street, Central Church with some other people and I cannot find 
anybody that remembers going with me, I’m the only one that remembers going there where we were 
trying to do some kind of …just dialogue of understanding. But one of the things I’ll tell you real quickly, 
Christina for MYF played the song Alphie, “What’s It All About, Alfie” and then she explained to the rest 
of us who were clueless. It was one of the most, I mean I distinctly remember it though as one of those 
kind of moments in your life where you’re kind of thinking “Wow, she is a profound thinker!”  And it was 
so great to have her as part of our group. 

EB: Well, my recollection of your …and your mother was the only mother, only Sunday school teacher, I 
recall.  We had a lot of really interesting discussions and I’m only now remembering, I wonder who 
organized it, it was on a Sunday night and I was probably in the tenth grade and I would call it a “teach-
in” about the Vietnam War. Somebody had come over, I think from Millsaps, to explain, kind of what 
was happening in Southeast Asia.  And it was here at Galloway and it was an amazingly, pivotal point in 
my life, because we, in Sunday school we talked a lot about what does it mean to be Christian, and what 
do the teachings of Jesus mean, how are we supposed to behave. And then you look at all the people 
who declare themselves to be Christians and are doing incredibly cruel and inhuman things.  And I really 
looked forward to those. 

MAW: That’s wonderful.  I do recall the number of members who left Galloway over the years. I mean it 
was just unbelievable.  

MB: There was quite an outflow, yes.  

MAW: Is there any reference to? 

MB: I didn’t see any yet, no, I’ll continue looking. 

MAW: Kay Barksdale, who at the time, she was at Millsaps and then she worked here at Galloway, she 
was telling me the other day that she will never forget, right during this time, she was helping and 
shortly after Dr. Selah resigned and all of this happened, the postman arrived with bags of mail, and she 
said there had to have been six hundred letters of members saying they were withdrawing their 
membership, and she said… we were just... And then when you think about just the financial support, 
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and she said no telling how many people stepped up with additional funds so that Galloway could 
continue. 

MB: Wow! 

MAW: These little things you never think about. 

MB: Do you remember Senator Allen Thompson where he sat in the middle, and he was waving! I mean 
he was a major figure, you know with his Thompson Tank and his, you know, “We will not be moved” 
whatever his public way of doing that it was… so the fact that Galloway had him, you know, in the 
congregation.  

KR: Interesting! 

MAW: Very interesting, and a lot evidently went on in the board meetings. 

MB: Oh yeah. 

EB: I’m sure, I’m sure it did!  

MB: And I do remember Daddy saying, being really distancing himself from that, that it was not, he felt it 
was not appropriate for him, people knew where he stood, but that it was not… he wasn’t a member of 
Galloway, in fact, because he was a Methodist minister and …Mama was a Methodist member but he 
was not. 

EB: I was a member. 

MB: And I was a member, right, right, exactly. I still have the bible that Dr. Selah handed me with my 
name on it.  

MAW: I do too. So what other memories? 

EB: I’ve already had a lot more than I thought I’d have! 

{LAUGHTER} 

MAW: Well when you start talking, it’s funny how things, will, you remember. 

MB: Yeah. 

EB: Like being in the bell choir, and… 

MB: Oh yeah. 

EB: I loved the singing. 

MB: Yeah the music was terrific! 

EB: And I never found a place to sing since leaving Galloway, and it was just… 

KR: Was Dr. Buyler the choir director for the junior, upper choir for y’all? 

EB: Yes. 

MAW: Okay, he was for us too, Mrs. Buyler when we… was the junior choir leader when we were little.  
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MB: And then Dr. Buyler, that’s right. 

MAW: And then when we were in high school. Any other ministers that you remember that or MYF 
leaders or? 

EB: Who? 

MB: I think the two ministers in my era were first Dr. Selah and then Dr. Cunningham. 

KR: And then Warren Hamby. 

EB: And his son, what was his name? 

MAW: Warren. 

EB: He, he was really a handful. He was a wild child.  

KR: He was a preacher’s kid. 

EB: He really was! 

MB: Whereas, we weren’t! I mean in that sense, we were so straight and narrow, we were. I remember 
about Galloway, that my mother was also a wonderful seamstress and so she loved seeing what you 
were wearing and what …and she made all of our clothes so she was very in the Shands girls and who 
else? 

KR: Robey?  

MB: Susan. 

KR: Janet Robey, who was always so beautifully dressed. 

MB: Beautifully dressed and Walton. 

MAW: Kelly?  

MB: Kelly Walton, I just remember all those little girls and they were the younger ones, and I was too big 
to be in this crew, it was all those cute little girls with their cute little clothes and so I just remember 
sitting, we sat in the balcony on the, well, on the right hand side, as you face the front, and we just had a 
great view of people in their Easter clothes and I don’t know…it was just a very social… 

KR: Did you say you sat with your father since your mother was in the choir? 

MB: Yes. 

EB: Right, we sat with our father.  

KR: Do you remember when you got to sit by yourself? It was a big deal for us. 

MB: Oh, to sit elsewhere, and not in your little family enclave? Yeah, that was exciting! There was 
discussion about that and discussion about when you would get to wear heels and hose, you know, 
which was what? Seventh grade? 

MAW: Seventh grade. 
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MB: Yeah, something like that.  

EB: I don’t think I ever wanted to not sit with the family.  

MB: Oh really? 

EB: Yeah.  

KER: Good for you, you weren’t leaving your dad alone. 

MB: We were excited when we got to leave and go sit with our friends. 

MAW: Well, you will have to see the sanctuary since it has been renovated.  

MB: Oh, well we saw that they were painting this morning. 

MAW: It is just, Easter Sunday was the first Sunday. 

MB: Oh, we’ll walk in there.  

MAW: The choir, I mean, they have built an acoustical shell, so the voices will… I am not a singer so I 
don’t understand what I’m saying but… 

MAW: But it helps the choir.  

EB: But you’re a listener. So you do understand! 

MAW: I’m a listener.  

MB: And that’s important. 

MAW: That’s true.  So you will appreciate it, it is beautiful.  

MB: Yeah, yeah.  

KR: Well, I just know that Galloway benefitted from having your family as part of the congregation in so 
many ways, from your parents’ example and having each of you as a part of those different youth 
groups because it was the voice of reason and understanding that a lot of children didn’t get at home 
and they got the exact opposite, as a matter of fact.  

MB: Well, Daddy did send us in with messages! {LAUGHTER} He really did, and we would talk at home 
and he would say, you know, well did you know this? Did you know that? I think we walked right in and 
just spatted it out.  I’m pretty sure. 

MAW: Well, I agree with Karen, of course, my mother worked at Millsaps for all those years. 

MB: Yes, yes, with Daddy, I know. 

MAW: So, I’ve always admired both of them.  

EB: I’m trying to, another memory that has come back and I’m trying to remember when this might have 
been in the ‘80s, Daddy was teaching Sunday school and they were talking about the trilogy, and the 
question was, well, you know, Dr. Bergmark, do you believe in the trilogy?  Is it important to believe in 
the trilogy? And you know, he said it’s sort of important what you do with your life and whether or not 
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you believe in the trilogy or not… and there was an enormous brouhaha and that’s when he quit 
teaching Sunday school, and he just...  

MB: I don’t remember that. 

EB: And he just said, “What’s important is how you live your life and getting obsessive compulsive about 
liturgy and belief structures is not what this is about.” And that’s when he quit teaching Sunday school 
‘cause he would teach Sunday school kind of off and on.  

KER: What a gift! 

MAW: It is a gift. Well, tell us what you are doing now, where you live and what you have done. 

MB: Okay, I now live in Tacoma Park, Maryland, which is a Maryland suburb of the district of D.C. And 
my new project for the last year and a half is a national communications hub to get the word out 
through the media about the importance of access to civil justice, access to civil legal aid and that’s 
because, unlike in the criminal justice system where people do have sense that yes, you have a right to a 
lawyer if you need one and can’t afford it, not true in the civil system, so you can lose your home, you 
can lose your children, you can lose your livelihood without access to justice and that’s just… people are 
quite unaware of it.  We did some opinion research to find that, it’s kind of shocking how bad we are on 
that. But the fact that there’s not public awareness really stands in the way of increased support in 
funding and so forth with that.  But I am coming off a stint as the president for the Mississippi Center for 
Justice which for the last dozen years has, been a major cause and dear to my heart and so, I’ve been in 
Jackson and back in Jackson. I hadn’t lived in Jackson at all since I left for college, practiced law in 
Hattisburg for fourteen years but then lived in D.C. after that, so until 2003, I hadn’t really been back in 
Jackson at all and it’s just been really a privilege to be back, you know, to get to see you all, and my 
Jackson book group is my…still my closest friends.  And so it’s just been really a privilege to be able to 
reconnect after having really kind of walked away, you know, in ’66. I thought I had had a really 
interesting childhood but, I was moving on and that was fine too. But it’s nice to be… it’s been very nice 
to be back in Jackson the last dozen years to see what’s happened with the Welty Foundation and all 
that you two have done on that, really a tremendous contribution.  

KER: Jackson has benefitted from having you here 

MB: Well, it’s been interesting; it’s my story. 

EB: And I benefitted because otherwise I would have no idea what was going on here, so… because I left 
in ‘68, and I really didn’t come back.  I think the option at the time was to go to Millsaps and live at 
home and I thought “it’s time to do something else!”  And Macalester gave me a great academic 
scholarship and I went to St. Paul, I had never been to Minnesota, and I have been there ever since. 
Ended up with a Ph.D. in Psychology, started a company called Optum to help people sort out issues, 
grew that to cover over 24 million people when I left that. In the meantime, had two boys who were 
twelve and thirteen when my wife broke her neck and, took twenty months to get her home, she was on 
a ventilator for ten months, actually had to take her to Shepherd’s Spinal Center in Atlanta to get her off 
the ventilator. They couldn’t get her off a ventilator in Minnesota.  So I was working all the time, trying 
to raise kids, trying to deal with that, and the kids are now grown and doing well on their own, and so in 
2005, I was just 55 and I was kind of worn out and I retired. And she died in ‘06 and so since… Optum is 
now part of United Health Group that has continued to grow and I am now involved, sort of took a while 
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to kind of find first gear again.  But I’m involved in boards and particularly interested in education and 
healthcare and how to create a healthcare system that is more responsive to people who have chronic 
conditions that are expensive and affect their lives in profoundly adverse ways, so sort of driven by that 
personal experience. 

KR: Still in St. Paul? 

EB: Still in St. Paul. 

KR: You’ve experienced winters in your personal life and then in the atmosphere.  

EB: You know, it’s a wonderful state, it’s a very progressive state.  It was a wonderful place to raise my 
kids.  One of my kids… they followed one another to college and med school.  They were in Boston, she’s 
a head and neck surgeon, he’s a cardiologist.  But when he finishes his fellowship, they want to come 
back to Minnesota. It’s been a very good place to live and now that cars actually run in the winter… the 
amazing differences in how well things work in cold weather, if you have resources, granted it’s a 
terrible place to be poor but if you have resources, it’s a fabulous place to live. 

KR: Well, we miss you. 

MAW: We do. What brought you here this weekend?  I was delighted… 

EB: Martha! 

MAW: Well, good for Martha! 

EB: She said we need to get together and you need to come down. I was… after my wife died, and then 
our mother was getting progressively… I was coming every few weeks at least, and I was thinking, you 
know, when she’s not here, I really don’t have a reason to come back to Mississippi.  

MB: Well, you know the Mississippi Center for Justice exists because Daddy got sick and was diagnosed 
in 2000 and so a group of people had been talking about oh, there needs to be… you know, the lawyers’ 
committee went away and there’s just nothing here that is a concerted legal resource for this kind of 
work and so, somebody said to me, Rob McDuff said to me, “Well, you’re going to be down here with 
your dad often so you should just start the center while you’re here” and we laughed and then it was 
like oh okay, you know, that could work.  And I think it was… Daddy loved… he didn’t last very long after. 
I cherish the fact that I had those last five years with Mama, you know, really here. And Daddy didn’t live 
very much of that but he did live to see the center start and I think, and loved it. It was meaningful. 

EB: And died before the war with Iraq got started. 

MB: He died just a few days before.  

EB: That was good. 

MB: That was really good. 

KR: Am I correct in remembering that he did get to come the night that Randall Pinkston was the 
Millsaps Alumni of the Year?  

MB: Yes. 
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KR: And Jimmy Middleton was the senator? 

MB: Yes. 

KR: And Dr. Wright was there, it was just a reunion. 

MB: Amazing, he died a month later. 

KR: Yes. 

MB: Yes.  

KR: That was a very special evening. 

MB: Yes, that was a wonderful night, and we almost didn’t make it there.  It was pouring rain, so to get 
these two people, you know, Daddy, who was very sick, I was thinking this was crazy; we should not… 

EB: Momma could hardly move herself. 

MB: Momma could hardly move herself, you know, and it was pouring rain and I’m thinking how are we 
even going to get inside? 

EB: Soaking! 

MB: And the people were just wonderful, they let us drive right up you know practically under the 
building. 

KR: On the sidewalk. 

MB: I mean, we did.  We drove right up there, we couldn’t have gotten in and then it turned out, and I’m 
exhausted by the whole experience thinking how am I going to get home? And then it was just the most 
wonderful evening.  

KR: It was. 

MB: For them, it was, they cherished it. It was really great.  

EB: Is your mother still alive? 

KR: My mother passed away in 2006. 

MB: Yeah, she died. I remember that so well. 

KR: I was so disappointed that I was out of town when your mother died, I was not here, but your 
mother was so great about getting these women at the Orchard. 

MB: The Orchard, oh, she was great about, she was an organizer until the day.  

KR: I mean, Momma showed me a paper about, she was trying to get them to read and I’m going “Well 
Momma, when you figure it out, please explain it to me because I don’t understand a word that’s being 
said here!” 

MB: So funny! 
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KR: I mean it was so above everybody’s head.  But it was great because she was continuing to stimulate 
and… 

MB: She would always get people to go to the symphony; she could barely move herself. 

KR: And Louise Berwell was in that group too. 

MB: Oh yes, and Mary Taylor Sigmund then came, I don’t remember when, this is the sad thing about 
the comings and goings. 

EB: That was her. 

KER: Yes. 

MB: And Posey Smith was also just a real sparkplug there! 

EB: I want to hear about your brothers but I don’t know if. 

KER: We can talk about that. 

MAW: Is there anything else?  

MB: I don’t think so, anything else you want to say? 

EB: I have no idea what’s going to happen, probably.  

MB: This was really fun, thank you, I’m glad we got to do this.  

MAW: I want to thank you, thank you so much, and I will stop it.  

(END OF INTERVIEW) 

KR: I will tell y’all another Christina story real quick. She and Ree Ridgway and I were out at Star, the 
Ridgway property out at Star, and Christina, she was so ahead of the game, exercising, and she had us 
doing exercises before we went outside to go to the lake.  And we were walking down to the lake and 
there was a water moccasin in the process of swallowing a frog right by the pier and of course, we 
screamed bloody murder, enough so that, I didn’t know that they could, but he released and the frog 
got away! We would not get in the water after that.  

MB: No, that was it 

KER: But anyway, one other fond memory of Christina, you know where our house was on North State 
Street? 

MB: Yeah. 

KR: We were out there with our little batons, and that was on the highway then.  There wasn’t an 
interstate.  

MB: No, and that was the main road. 

KR: And we were just out there, twirling our little batons just so happy!  

MAW: Tell me about your brothers. 
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KR: Ken, my oldest brother, is a forester and he lives in Pocahontas, not far from… 

MB: Oh, no kidding? 

KR: And he has two boys who are both in nurse anesthetist school and one in Charleston, Ken, and they 
don’t have any children but, Josh, his oldest, has a son Ryan so they have one grandchild. And then Kip is 
a dentist and he practices out on Lakeland Drive in Flowood.  But he and his wife Janis live in Clinton and 
they have three girls and only one grandchild because Elizabeth the oldest, who has the child, has 
diabetes and she knows she won’t be able to have any more children. And then their daughter Leslie, 
who’s the youngest, is in Korea teaching so that’s interesting.  And then their middle child is a nurse and 
she is practicing here and then Korey is my youngest brother and he’s the one who had cancer when he 
was in college. 

MB: Oh yeah.  

KER: But he’s been cancer-free.  

EB: Wow. 

KR: He had to have heart… this is an interesting story since Bill Treme is a friend of yours.  He beat the 
cancer or so we thought.  Because of all the radiation he had and he was having all these health 
problems and his doctor in Shreveport was treating him primarily but he wasn’t getting any better. So 
Ken and I talked and I said you know Ken, Bill is at Mayo and our mothers were such good friends and 
Sue was my friend and he said well, Karen if you ever call in the chips – he’s real matter of fact – it’s time 
to call them in.  So I said okay, and I email Sue and said I know you don’t like to do this but would you 
possibly share Bill’s email with me.  And to make long story short she did and immediately after she did 
it she said don’t give it to anybody.  And I said okay. But anyway, Korey sent me his whole medical 
history which I emailed to Bill with a letter, with you know a note, and he emailed back and said he’s 
got, he either needs a new heart or blah blah. So it wasn’t pulmonary, it was his heart, so he goes back 
to his doctor in Shreveport and says this and the doctor got a little huffy but then he went to a different 
doctor and then they got him in Mayo and he had bypass surgery. 

MB: Oh my goodness 

KR: …with medical valves replaced, bypass, valves, and a heart, a pacemaker.  But he just turned fifty, he 
will be fifty eight in December. His daughter, Karen Ezell is graduating from Millsaps in May.  

MB: I love it!  

KR: She’s as cute as she can be. She just finished her comps yesterday. Oral comps, biochemistry major. 

MB: That’s great! 

KR: And then the son, Christopher, is completing his sophomore year at Millsaps so 

MB: That’s really great  

KR: Now, Fred, is probably who you remember, he’s your age. 

EB: Uh huh. 

KR: He’s Uncle Bob’s son, so he’s here. 
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MB: He was in Cancun in Mexico with…  

KR: That’s right with Fred and Virginia.   I introduced them at church.  We had an ecumenical retreat 
between Galloway, St. Richards, and St. Andrews and Virginia went to St. Andrews.  And she was my 
friend and Fred was a senior. So I introduced them on that retreat and that was it. 

MB: Oh is that funny! 

KR: And then Frank is a year younger, and he’s here, he takes tremendous photographs for everything 
and everybody, kind of like their mother did. There’s tons of photographs that we’ll see someday that’ll 
be somewhere. And Will, still works, they sold the… Will and Fred ran the mattress company after that 
had sold out and their dad died. 

MB: Does it still exist? 

KR: No, it was too… anyway. William still does sales and in…  

MB: He was in my class. 

KR: Yeah, that’s right.  

MB: And what does he do? 

KR: He does sales but I don’t know…in the mattress world but I don’t know, I’m not sure for which 
company.  

MB: Yeah.  

KR: And Isabel, you know, they had three boys and a girl and we had three boys and a girl and she was 
the baby, she went to Rowan during integration. Her and about five other whites.  

MB: Yeah. 

KR: And then I came back after… I moved back, I lived in Nachez for almost ten years, I taught at Rowan 
for four years.  

MB: And you taught at Brinkley. 

KR: I taught at Brinkley, yeah. 

MAW: I mean there were a core of Methodists, I mean… 

MB: Uh huh. 

MAW: Dean Miller, their son was there. 

MB: Yes. 

KR: The Winters’ daughters, William Winters’.  I’m trying to remember…they were all at Brinkley.  

MB: Yeah. 

MAW: That was something. 

MB: Yeah it really was.  
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KR: Because freedom of choice wasn’t in the works when ya’ll…really, but they didn’t really integrate 
until our senior year. 

MB: Yeah, until your senior year, and that was really revolutionary.  

KR: But it was really a fruit basket turnover of teachers. 

MB: Yeah, yes, yes. 

KR: The real integration didn’t occur until ‘71 and that was when the big pullout.  Very hard.  

MB: Yes, Jackson is an interesting place.  

MAW: It is. 

MB: An interesting history.  

KR: I was going to stop talking, I always do this, but I was at a conference one time in St. Louis, for a law 
related education conference and this woman, who…a beautiful black woman that had done a 
documentary on the lawyers who came to Mississippi.  

MB: Oh, to Mississippi? 

KR: Yeah to Mississippi. 

MB: Oh really, I’d love to see that sometime.  

KR: And it was really well done, and you’re probably, maybe your Daddy was in it, he wasn’t… I would 
have recognized him if he was.  But anyway, but you know it was about getting them out of jail and all 
that, you know, any everything. 

MB: Uh-huh. 

KR: But after she spoke, people were asking questions and everything and somebody said, well have 
things changed in Mississippi since that time?  And she said, well not really. And I was probably the only 
Mississippian in the room and is… Mary Alice has heard this story…and I was just starting to shake.  I was 
not going to say anything or am I, I’m not going to say anything?  

MB: And did you? 

KR: So, finally, I stood up and I said, “Well I just beg to differ” I said, “You know, I live in Mississippi and 
you know we have a long way to go, we got a hard past to overcome but a lot has changed in Mississippi 
and I’ll just tell you a few!”  And I won’t even go into what I said but when I sat down I was still shaking 
and people clapped.  

MB: Oh good! 

KR: But you know, it’s so hard to have people who are not here act like nothing has changed.  

MB: You can’t even imagine. 

MAW: And some of the stories, unfortunately, probably go untold, like the ladies, the night that Medgar 
Evers… 
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KR:  Jimmy Butler and Pat Darion, they took food the next day.  

MB: Oh yeah. 

KR: When he was assassinated.  Then at Rowan, this is my last one, I promise! But I was one of four 
white teachers and learned real quickly, I thought it would have been, you know, it was kind to say call 
someone by their first name but it was still the hangover.  

MB: Yeah and you didn’t want to do that. 

KR: And I quickly learned no, Missus so and so meant… Anyway, there was one woman who was a Ph.D., 
her name was Dr. Fulton, and she was really the only black teacher initially who would speak to me or 
who was kind to me or anything, so, and this is 1988.  So I had duty, and you know, everybody hates to 
have their duty post, because you’d get there early and have to stand outside and make sure there are 
no fights.  So when I arrived at school she said, “You need to go get some air in your tire, you’re going to 
have a flat by the time school gets out.” And I said, “Well, I can’t because I have duty.”  And she said, 
“Well go get some air, I’ll take your duty post.”  And so I was just like, “Oh my gosh, you will? Thank you 
so much.” So I ran and got the air in my tire and came back and she said, “How did you get back so 
fast?” And I said “well, I just went to that gas station over there on the corner of Northwest and Mitchell 
Street.” And she said, “Well, how did you know about that gas station?” And I said ”Well you know I 
used to pass it every day when I was growing up, going to work.”  And she said, “Well, where did you 
work?” And I said, “At Mississippi Bedding Company.” And she said, “Who are you?” Just like that! And I 
said, “Well I was Karen Ezell growing up.”  She said “My grandmother was Savannah.” Savannah was the 
woman that raised Uncle Bob and Betty. 

MB: Wow! 

EB: Oh wow! 

KR: She said, your uncle sent me to college.  

MAW: Oh Karen! 

KR: Yes 

EB: Wow. 

KR:  So when I stood up and told that story at her graduation, I mean her retirement party, you could not 
have heard a word said in that room. 

MB: You could have heard a pin drop, oh! 

KR: Isn’t that unbelievable? Now those are the stories that nobody knows about.  

MB: It’s such a complicated story. 

MAW: It is a very complicated story. 

KR: Very complicated story, we are much more connected than people know.  

MB: Yeah. 
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KR: It’s still bad.  I could tell those stories when I taught at Murrah and it became personal. I could say 
my uncle had a cross burned or my grandmother was down there with Barbara Fowler when trying to 
get the plumbing, in you know, midtown, and Allen Thompson… it was a really raucous meeting, and 
Allen Thompson looked out and saw my grandmother and said “Oh, Mrs. Ezell, I didn’t know you were 
here today” and Barbara said it just calmed things down. 

MB: Calmed the waters. 

KR: And that’s the kind of thing your mother, those women that met…  

MB: That’s right.  That was important. 

KR: It wasn’t much but it was more than nothing. 

MB: Yes. 

KR: It wasn’t the silence, you know.  

MB: Right, right. 

KR: But there were, people were silent, because they were scared. 

MB: Scared. 

MAW: Well, thank y’all for being here. 

MB: Thank you, this was fun. 

MAW: For sharing.  

EB: Thank you. 

(REST OF RECORDING SEEMS TO BE JUST VISITING WITH EACH OTHER)  
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