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MAW:  This is Mary Alice White.   It is Tuesday, September 14, and I am at Galloway United Methodist 
Church.  I am visiting with Pat Ammons and Ginnie Munford about the Columbarium and then Pat 
Cothern will join us later and we will continue the discussion about the Mary Martha Guild.  I would like 
to start off with Pat with her telling a little bit about her history with Galloway and then Ginnie so that 
the transcriber will be able to identify the voices.  So Pat if you will just tell us just a little bit about your 
history with Galloway.  

PA: Briefly, I am Pat Goodman Ammons and thanks to Bishop Clay Lee I realized when my children were 
baptized here that they were the seventh generation of members of Galloway church. The church is very 
important to me.  I have been lucky and blessed to have served in many capacities during the years and I 
am happy to be here today with Ginnie Munford about how the Columbarium came to be at Galloway. 

GM: I am Ginnie Munford. I came to Galloway when Luther and I first moved to Jackson.  We moved 
here in 1979 and joined Galloway in 1980.  My husband had grown up in Jackson in another 
denomination and I had been a Methodist my whole life.  In fact, one of my ancestors was one of the 
early ministers--his last name was Ford—at Galloway.  He was one of the VERY first ministers.  I had 
grown up thinking of Galloway as the flagship Methodist Church in the state and I had gone on a mission 
trip with Galloway when I was a freshman in college in the year of Camille, 1969. 

MA: Very good. Well, I guess we should first say: How did the idea of a Columbarium even evolve?  

PA: I was thinking back about this.  It must have been around 2000. You were not part of this group, but   
we established a grief committee. The Ashcrafts, Don and Barbara, were the only two people who 
actually served with me, but we spent a year, and we realized that we needed a coordinated effort. It 
started out it was just going to be helping families when there was a death.  Somehow it evolved into 
the two things we are going to talk about today: the Columbarium and the Mary Martha Guild.  My 
earliest memories of how we started talking about this was just going to funerals at other churches.  I 
don’t really recall why you and I started thinking back about this. Do you? 

GM: I don’t remember how we got together on it.  Probably, it was just a social conversation.  I’m 
guessing.   

PA: I think that’s right. Could we list who the members of the committee were?  Ginnie and I sort of 
headed up the committee.  Then we had Jay Cook and Martha Cook, Nora Frances McRae, Bennie 
Ingram, Janie McCraney, and Helen Cabell.  I laughed looking through our notes that says that later we 
added Jack Woodward— 

GM: And Jane Hawthorn.  

PA: Jane Hawthorn and I thought maybe one other.  Anyway, that group worked for about two years, 
wouldn’t you say, doing research on how other churches set this up.  We visited local Columbaria, we 



had discussions with our minister, with our bishop, and I think we spent the most time walking around 
our facility trying to find the perfect location. 

GM: That’s right. We looked—one place several people had mentioned was the Courtyard.  So we 
looked at the wall of the Chapel, outside wall of the Chapel as one option.  St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church, which is in downtown Jackson, has an outdoor Columbarium.  And St. James has an extension 
that is outdoors, but the initial one is in the Sanctuary.  Among some of the people that we talked to 
there was an initial reluctance to putting it in the Sanctuary, but of course, ultimately that is where we 
ended up placing the first units. 

PA: At one point we thought that it would be up near the chancel on either side.  Structurally, that was 
impossible.  I will never forget that day that we were in the Sanctuary, yet again, and Nora Frances 
looked up there is the Resurrection stained glass window. It was like this light went on and she said, 
“Y’all this is where it is meant to be!” And it solidified our decision and thank heaven, structurally, we 
were able to place it there.  Probably, the group we spent the most time with was the Board of Trustees.  
And they got some of the architects that had been working with that group forever, we had plans drawn 
up and it was---we did it the right way.  
 
GM: We contacted a lot of other churches initially.  We visited St. Andrews, St. James. Maybe those are 
the only two locally.  There is a church in Hattiesburg that we talked to.  There was church in Tennessee 
that was a Methodist Church.  I think that was the first Methodist Church that we had visited with to 
find out how they arranged theirs, and what the issues were, and what their recommendations were for 
a company to work with. 

MA: Was this a new idea for Methodists?  I mean, generally speaking? 

GM: I think it was more common, for some reason, among Episcopalian Churches.  It seemed when you 
did the research, there were more Episcopalian Churches, at least in the south, who have Columbaria, 
but it was, like I say, it was only one Methodist Church that we talked to and worked with and who sent 
us some of their materials because we had to draw up legal documents.  There was a church in some 
little town in Tennessee… 

PA: I don’t think I brought this with me, but, I believe, the dates I’m not sure about but I think it was in 
the 1960’s only six percent of Americans were cremated.  But by the time we started our research, 
twenty five percent of Americans were being cremated at death.  I remember when Ross Olivier came 
here, he reminded me, I believe, that at that point in South America, I don’t think that you couldn’t be 
buried, but something like in the 90th percentile were cremated, and in parts of Japan it is illegal to bury, 
because there’s no land space left.   But common sense, you know, just begins to prevail and I don’t 
know why I keep quoting Nora Frances, but another example that she gave was when people would say, 
would talk about the resurrection of the body and even my own mother had issues with this question, 
and Nora Frances said after 9/11 if God could bring back those bodies that were totally destroyed, who 
are we to limit what God can do, who were we to question.  What does the resurrection of the body 
mean?  Of course, we won’t know until we go on to glory.  

MA: I’m curious—what did you encounter in the church, I mean, was everyone supportive or did you 
have to hold meetings, or how did this develop? 



GM: First, I will say, no, everyone was not supportive.  We were very discrete about exploring this at 
first.  We didn’t make a general announcement.  We wanted to explore the theology, number one, and 
then, the practicality before we took it to the congregation. I will say that. So we started in 2002, and 
had a lot of quiet conversation before we ever went to a meeting.  I think Pat has in her notes the 
chronology of the meetings we went to.  We went to a number of committees first, before it ever 
became a public issue.  But, of course, along the way, we were talking to friends in the church, and 
getting a sense that some people really found it offensive, and other people were welcoming the idea, 
something  like that this was something that Galloway needed, especially because of our history.  We 
talked about how many of us grew up in small towns where churches had their own gravesites, their 
own cemeteries, and the church was in charge of the whole dying process, including the burial.  Now we 
had that sort of dichotomy when the funeral home and the church were both involved in the 
conventional funeral, but a lot of people longed for the idea that there would be something at the 
church to commemorate their life here.  

PA: One interesting fact we found out was there was a cemetery underneath our sanctuary, and some of 
the people who had the hebegebies, we told them that they had been sitting on top of them for all 
these years 

MA: Who was buried there? 

GM: I think it is a mystery.  They don’t know who was buried there, but it is probably Civil War era, and 
they think it may be anonymous people who were just buried around town.  And there’s no record of it, 
but there’s lot of anecdotal evidence that there is a cemetery under our sanctuary. 

MA: But we don’t know for sure? 

GM: I think we do know for sure. 

PA: We don’t know the identity of the people. 

GM: We don’t whether it was slaves of members who didn’t have another place to be buried.  We don’t 
know.  

PA: I’m looking over—After we formed our committee, and Ginnie is right that we did try to go about 
quietly because we wanted all the information before we put it out there.  So we went to the trustees in 
December of 2003.  We did ask for some seed money because we put out a brochure, and we needed to 
send out a church wide letter.  That was the first push and we told them that our intent was this was 
not---that if it passed, we would not take place until we had raised the money ahead of time.  So they 
agreed to give us seed money.  I don’t remember what that was---maybe $2000. It was a small amount. 
I’m jumping ahead, but as it turned out, we certainly did have the interest.  We sold the slots.  It was 
paid for, plus reserve. 

GM: Exactly. 

PA: We had also been in contact with our mento? That designed and sold us the Columbarium and they 
were a great help, and then our contractor—his name is in here somewhere—was also a Methodist.  
Remember— 

GM: He was very helpful. 



PA: He had put in a number of Columbaria. I’m not sure where. 

GM: I wish we had his name.  

PA: And so with that we were able to send out a mock-up of what it would look like, and we had rules 
and regulations that Ginnie worked so hard on, what the purpose was, who would be eligible, the price, 
how you would reserve a spot, all the general information.  

GM: That was what—how are you going to decide who can be there?  Does it have to be a member?  
Could it be a family member of a member?  It may somebody’s mother who didn’t have a church. Or a 
child who was not a member of a church.  There were lots of questions like that that came up, and it 
became clear that we would need an ongoing committee to make policies about who could be buried 
there.  Then we had all kinds of funny questions.  I remember a call one night from a long time member 
of this church, an elderly woman, and she wanted to know if she and her husband could share a niche.  
And she said, “We’ve been together for so many years.” (laugh) I told her that that question had not 
arisen, and I did not know the answer, and I would take it to the committee.  As it turned out the 
committee turned her down and decided that only one person could occupy a niche.  But there were 
other questions about what kind of service would be offered for a Columbarium funeral and questions 
about whether we would have some way to allow people to come and just sit quietly at the 
Columbarium, especially at the time of the death.  There were a lot of questions that made it clear we 
would need an ongoing committee to make policies about how we were going to use the Columbarium. 

PA: The interesting thing is that here we are a decade later, and we are now renovating the Sanctuary, 
and we will have the back two pews where they can be turned around where you can face the 
Columbarium during the interment. 

MA: Great 

PA: Part of the original dream. 

GM: Exactly. 

PA: We’ve talked about the process, and we don’t need to go into detail, but after did what we thought 
was our due diligence, we went to the Church Council in 2003, and it was our understanding that it had 
passed.  Well, in 2004, I guess people were still a little bit shaky. I’m still not sure how one Church 
Council could override another, but anyway, we were asked to come back.  I’m going to read you the 
first sentence of our presentation in 2004.  “Ginnie and I are delighted to be here tonight for what we 
hope is the final resolution of a very long and arduous process.”  Then we went on to reiterate exactly 
what we had done for the past one and one half years.  This says, “We went to the Steering Committee 
the Church Council, the Finance Committee and the Board of Trustees.  All three groups gave us their 
blessings, and we were off and running. I won’t bore you with the details with our research, but I assure 
you that we were a contemplative, open minded, inquisitive, and thorough committee.  And then we 
just go on, “We remind you that our church leadership in 2003 believed that they had sanctioned, voted 
on, and approved this new ministry for Galloway.  In other words, in 2003, everyone involved felt that 
the location of the Columbarium in the Sanctuary had been thoroughly studied, recommended, and 
approved.”  I will not read you the entire presentation, but then I reiterate that we reconvened our 
committee. We did everything again, toured the facilities, looked at all the---once again went through 
our decisions and our hearts and minds.   “We are here tonight to recommend whole heartily and 



without reservation that the Columbarium be placed on the two back walls of our Sanctuary. “  On and 
on, obviously, this was little bit of a difficult time because we were not exactly sure why the process had 
not been—and then the people who might be opposed.  I talk about the meeting that we had on -- We 
had a meeting one night for the people, an open meeting, we only had about 40 people.  It was one of 
those storms.  When we got here we thought no one will come and the bottom fell out.  One thing that 
stood out to us was we had everybody from a 90 year-old to a mother with a young baby in her arms.  It 
was very diverse.  They cared enough about this to show up.  We each received one phone call and it 
was from the same person, expressing concern and it was over the sanctuary location.  Not over the 
concept, but over the location.  So we had to ask what kept people from coming forward if they were 
not comfortable with such a major change to our church.   

GM: One thing that was interesting, it wasn’t an age thing.  We thought at first that it might be that 
older people would be less comfortable with the idea, because of custom that young people might have 
thought about being cremated than older people.  But it turned out that there were a lot of older people 
who were very much in favor of cremation.  I remember one particular doctor, Dr. and Mrs. Cavett, he 
was a big supporter of this whole concept.  And, of course, someone who is very well respected in the 
church.  He has been here for his whole life, I guess.  He has an extended family here. That was helpful.  
He stood up and spoke in favor of it, and was a very strong voice in favor of it.  The voices against it were 
much more reluctant to speak for some reason.  

 MA: Obviously, they were vocal enough to bring you back to the Church Council.  Or something 
happened.   

PA: Something happened.  

MA:  You don’t know what.  

GM:  We really don’t know.  One of those church moments, I think.  Really in truly, because it had been 
approved. For some reason, we were told we needed to go back to a separate Church Council. Months 
later, maybe a year later.  

PA: An older lady sent out a church letter us a copy solicited older, well respected, involved members.  
My father got one of the letters.  That’s the way we knew about it initially.   You know that could have 
been it, Ginnie.  It stirred up some… 

GM: And they said it needed to go back to the Church Council. 

MA: What happened at the Church Council?  

PA: Well, I wish I had the numbers. There is a list that said I had 55 votes.  It passed by 77%, I remember.  

GM: I just remember that it was a pretty strong vote in favor. 

PA:  I will say that Willis Britt was fantastic.  He was our senior minister.  His leadership---his patience, 
with quiet resolve, not trying to push any personal agenda. 

GM: Absolutely.  From the very beginning.  He was one of the very first people we talked to, and all 
along he was very supportive of the process, without being himself out front on either position.  He was 
very supportive of “Let’s explore this. Let’s talk about it.”  We talked to him about the theology, and 
also, I do remember with Clay Lee in depth before we ever went beyond our committee.  



PA: And in contrast, to be fair, he really wanted this to be lay driven, which all the decisions of the 
church should be.  There was a staff member who was not in favor, and I think that could have been why 
it got complicated.  

GM: Why it got complicated, that’s right.  

MA: What other issues were there? 

GM: I think there were lots of questions about maintenance.  What do you do when a family dies out. 
When there’s no longer anybody—the same kind of issues that arise with cemeteries.  You have an 
ongoing perpetual care fund or a perpetual care agent that is responsible. We had questions such as 
what if somebody wants to remove the remains.  That, of course, occurs at cemeteries.  I remember 
doing the legal research that there was nothing in the Mississippi code about Columbaria or cremation.  
But I studied the cemetery statutes and then went to these other churches and got information about 
what kind of documents they used.  So we ended up with a system where the church owns the 
Columbarium and maintains it and is responsible for it.  So, someday, if Galloway moves, the church can 
decide to move the Columbarium.  It’s the church’s choice. We are just renting a space.  So we had to 
draw up those documents and make decisions that we talked about whether people can share a niche, 
or it has to be one person per niche.  We had people interested in the placement.  Some people had 
very particular ideas about where they should be.  They wanted to be on the wall near where they sat, 
or they wanted to be in the neighborhood of their friends. (laugh)  We tried to accommodate those 
preferences just like you would in a cemetery.  My mother always wanted to be buried under a tree. 

PA: We’ve also had some people whose remains were taken from the ground and put into the ????                         
not in our church, but who took up his wife’s body, had her cremated then and had her remains put in 
the church here in Jackson.  You could drive yourself nuts asking, what if?  If Galloway folded, it belongs 
to the Methodist Conference and that gives me as much confidence as an old cemetery that is not cared 
for by anybody.  No one takes care of it.  Really, I think there were some good questions, but ultimately, 
you can’t answer every question, every what if?  

MA: You finally received approval.  The work started for the installation.  This was what year? 

GM:  I think it was 2004 when we completed the installation.  I’d have to look back.  It was August, 2004, 
when we paid $17,000 for the first section.  That would be the section on the west wall. No, it was the 
northern part of the wall.  Anyway, the one closest to the Courtyard. That was the first one.  What we 
did, we went ahead and got two units of 96 each.  We didn’t have all 96 sold, but we had a lot of them 
committed.  It was $17,000 for the initial construction—I looked that up.  It more than paid for itself 
through the money we charged.  I think it was $600 per niche.  They quickly sold.  We didn’t have a 
problem. 

PA: We did a great job.  I’ve forgotten who got the curtains.  It was Drew Construction, Marlin Drew, 
who was the contractor.  This was his bid from late 2003.   I think you are right on the 2004 date. He was 
a Methodist.  He was such a nice guy.  He was very respectful of the sanctuary and the condition on 
Sundays.  We had this beautiful thick curtain.  I just don’t know who did that for us.  But you wouldn’t 
see the construction as it was going on. But basically they were done simultaneously.  One side and then 
the other.  Because when we had the dedication and it was 2004—it was the time I wrote down.  By that 
time Ross Olivier was here.  So it had to have been post July 2004. 



GM: That’s right. 

MA: So you sold all of those 96 niches.  

PA: We sold 96 total.  

GM: Some were on the side.  You are right, we built the two at the same time.  We went on and 
installed the niches, even though we didn’t have commitments for that many. 

PA: But we had enough money to pay for it easily.  

MA: How many are available today 2014? 

GM: The best I can tell from Sherry’s books—she was not there to confirm it—but there are only 30 
places left out of about 200. I think that’s right.  

MA: What happens when those 30 are taken.  Are there any thoughts about the future? 

PA: Well, we have a standing committee, which Jane McCraney is the chairman of currently.  Some years 
we don’t even meet. But, my best guess right now is back to one of our original locations which would 
be the outside wall of the Chapel which faces the Courtyard. 

GM: Yes, that was sort of our runner up location.  St. James has very successfully done that.  They have 
filled the places in their Sanctuary and moved to a Courtyard location for their expansion.  St. Andrews 
has theirs in the ground, not in a wall.  I don’t know whether they have an expansion or not.  

PA: They have a few inside in their northex.  But they have a lot of trouble with theirs shifting at St. 
Andrews and we are on the same type of soil, being only two blocks away.   That wasn’t just appealing 
to us.  We use our courtyard so often for functions, and also the outside wall of the Chapel was covered, 
so that when you are thinking through a service, it really would be an ideal location.  Probably won’t be 
very long before we have another-- 

GM: You could put chairs outside for a service and be protected from the rain.  It’s pretty ideal.  It’s not 
physically hard to do that.  To attach it.  The Columbarium is a metal unit it’s very efficient the way it’s 
built.  

MA: You may have covered this, but why was that not the first choice as opposed to the Sanctuary? 

PA: Because we wanted to be inside the house of God. 

GM: We liked it.  

PA: And people could go to Galloway, and there’s just something about it.  You walk in and it’s home.  As 
we mentioned earlier, there are two sections of stained glass windows at the back and it fills right in.  I 
still look to go by and see whose there and sometimes chatting it up with – 

GM: My neighborhood.  See who is in my neighborhood. 

PA: Here’s something else that is selfish.  When I am gone—one of my children already doesn’t live here, 
and say the other one doesn’t stay at Galloway, I think they MIGHT stick their head in once in a blue 
moon, but they are not going to drive out Northwest street and go see me.   



GM: It is a place where they can show their children here’s the plaque that honors your grandmother.  
It’s just a touchstone that is very comforting to know that it is right here at the church where people 
know you.  The other thing about commercial cemeteries nowadays.  They are commercial operations.  
Nobody out there necessarily knows you.  Or you don’t know who the people are that are right next to 
you. 

MA:  You may have more to add and to go back, but it is kind of interesting segue way into the Mary 
Martha Guild to bring Pat Cothern into the conversation.  But with the change in ownership of Wright 
and Ferguson and you see more and more services and visitations being held in churches, I am 
wondering does this also impact Mary and Martha so to speak.  We can go into Mary Martha in a little 
bit, but you all finish the Columbarium.  

GM: I do think the connection to the church itself is really something that is important to the people 
who choose this.  We have talked a lot about Galloway is no longer a neighborhood church.  It is a city 
wide church.  We have people that live in Clinton, people who live in Madison, and people who live way 
out in Rankin County, who drive in to Galloway every week, and this is the family that knows the people 
who have been involved in the church.  There is something that is very appropriate about the idea that 
this is where their memorial would be.  

PA: When you ask about the location—I don’t want to read, but this is the talk from our dedication 
service that took place in the sanctuary between Sunday School and church, shortly after Ross Olivier 
arrived.  When you ask about the location—this was said for Ginnie and me: “The committee was 
staunch in our feeling that THIS was the place for our Columbarium to be installed.  It just felt right from 
the start.”  One other thing, when you asked at the very beginning, “Where did this start?” reading back 
over my words, “Two years ago Ginnie Munford and I had a dream.  We soon discovered that it was a 
dream that we shared with others in our congregation.  The concept of a Columbarium had been 
discussed at Galloway in the past. Yet for some reason we were blessed in being involved at the right 
time.  Today our collective dream has finally become a reality.” I can’t remember who had told us that it 
had been discussed in the past, maybe Helen Moffatt.  

M: They were very involved --- Helen Cabell, too, was one of our staunchest supporters.  She was in her 
80’s at the time.  Almost 90.  

MA: This has really been interesting. Anything else?  We might pause before we start the next --- 

PA: Well, all three of us sitting here have a niche.  (laugh)  In the neighborhood, one our side.  

PAUSE.  

MA: Now we are going to talk about the Mary Martha Guild.  Pat Cothern has joined the conversation. 
And Pat Ammons.  The double P’s, I guess. (laugh)  Pat, if you will, tell us a little bit about how you first 
came to Galloway.  

PC: Well, I’m Pat Cothern.  I guess I have been at Galloway about thirty years, probably close to forty 
years.  I grew up a Methodist in a small town in Mississippi and when we moved to Jackson, we visited a 
lot of churches and finally settled at Galloway when our children were small.  I always give Ken Roberts 
the credit for getting us to Galloway because both of my children sang in the choir.  Although we lived 
way out north at the time, at County Line Road, we were always driving down here to bring our children 



to activities down here.   One day, Butch and I looked at each other and said, “Why aren’t we 
members?”  And we immediately joined Galloway and we’ve been here ever since.  I guess the rest is 
history. 

MA: That’s right.  Talking about the Mary Martha Guild.  How did it come about?  First, tell us what it is. 

PA: Ok, but first, I need to go back.  You asked about our involvement.  Pat Cothern does everything 
there is at Galloway Church.  And selfishly, correct me if I’m wrong.  I think I’m the one who started 
beating this drum.   

MA: You did.   

PA: But I couldn’t do it without Pat Cothern.  When she said “YES” I knew we could do this. Briefly, I 
went to the home of a very close friend, and whose father had died and they were members of St. 
James—had originally been members of Galloway, by the way, and all their friends were around, 
scurrying around, cleaning up, and getting the food and all of a sudden these women in aprons 
appeared.  Long story short, I realized they had a Guild that was helping the friends.  It allowed the 
friends to actually go to the service, actually come back to the home, to visit, and not just be the ladies 
in the kitchen.  And the most astounding thing to me, by the time that we left, they had everything 
cleaned up, had the left over food packaged for family members to take home.  The rest of it was in the 
refrigerator, labeled, or in the freezer.  I realized that we live in the south, everybody does this anyway.  
This was going to be such a blessing more to the family and friends even than to the actual people who 
were dealing with the death.  We started talking.  

PC:  It had dawned on me several times I had been in several homes where meals for friends and when 
they got ready to go to the service, somebody had to stay and it just seemed unfair that the close 
friends of the family were the ones that were in the kitchen and when Pat called me, I had just been 
through a long death with my mother, and I knew what it meant to have someone there when your 
family died for a close friend to be with you and in my case, someone in the home to be in the kitchen to 
take care of all those things that have to be tended to.  I usually, hesitate when somebody asks me to do 
something, but when Pat asked me to do this, I jumped at it, because I knew it was something that I 
could do and knew it was real need at Galloway.  It was a ministry that we needed to incorporate into 
our church.   

PA:  I’d like to read while Ginnie is still here one of the original emails.  Ginnie was one of the original 
group that we were trying to get together. We were trying to name it.  She had some hilarious 
comments on some of these names (laugh) like “Team Triumphant and Team Eternal” and we were all 
please “NO.”  We’ve got to get this off the list.  But I have saved this email since 2006 because she says, 
“After my mother died, I said someday I’m going to write a story called ‘The Ladies in the Kitchen.’ It was 
one of the most comforting things after going through that experience that Ginnie had been on a 
business trip to Mobile, and she left that day trying to get back to Columbia but her Mother had a 
massive heart attack and died in a car crash.  She says her house had been closed up for a week because 
her mother had been on this trip, so Ginnie didn’t know what to expect when she got to her house.  
(This makes me want to cry).  She thought it would be cold and lonely until her brothers came in, and 
she had no relatives there.  But when they drove up to their long driveway”—Why am I crying? – 

Several Voices: We all are.  



PA: “In the front year there were ladies from the church.  And when we went inside, instead of a cold 
house, there was a kitchen full of familiar faces and the smell of fresh coffee and freshly baked cake.”  
Anyway, the point is that she says sometimes it seems like a small thing, but it is HUGE.  Course we have 
taken it beyond cake and coffee, it shows how much it means to people.  Especially y’all, think about 
your close friends come, but your church family rally around you. 

PC: I think it definitely helps the church.  But we all know we have got to pitch in and the team that has 
nobody available, the next team just picks it up.  It is a loving ministry.  We have evolved our process 
through the years.  We started out with teams.  Pat and I would get the call we would just call to see 
who was available, but since then we have evolved, thanks to our First Baptist friends who told us this, 
they did monthly teams.  It really worked beautifully because that way you know when you are on call, 
and again, if you are not available, anyone steps up and the other thing that has been fabulous, we 
really rely on small groups to help us with food.  If a death has occurred, and that person or a family 
member or a person was a member of a Sunday School class, or a circle, or the choir, or the craft 
ministry, anything, we rely on that close knit group to help us with the food.  That works fairly well. Do 
you want to talk about the (surprise?)  We offer it in the home and in the church. 

PC:  We do.  When someone dies, the church notifies us and gives us a contact person in the family that 
we will talk with about the meal.  If they want a meal.  What time the service will be.  Will the meal be 
before the service or after the service.  We also offer this meal here at the church or in the home.  That 
is a very personal thing.  A lot of people want it to be in their home to be in their familiar surroundings 
with their familiar things.  A lot of ladies want to use their china and their grandmother’s coffeepot and 
those sentimental things.  So we are pretty flexible and as Pat and I have talked about many times, no 
two will ever be the same. Every meal is individual.  We just go with the flow and adapt to whatever that 
person wants.  

PA:  The other thing that we have done, thanks to Pat Cothern, is when we serve at the church, we do it 
a room that is as beautiful as a church room can be.  It has beautiful stained glass windows and Pat went 
to market and we have lovely linens, we have glass plates, we have centerpieces, we have serving 
pieces.  We don’t do this on paper cups and plastic plates.  We want the family and friends to feel that 
they are in their home when they come up for the meal at Galloway. 

MA: Tell us what room you use. 

PA:  403 

PC:  Ben Fatheree 

MA: Classroom.  Do you have to go through any process to get the room? 

PA:  Oh, yes. Well, we looked for a place. 

PC: As Pat says, we wanted a place that was warm and comforting and had the feel of a home and we 
love the windows in this room. It’s big room and it has a very small---when we started using it, it was a 
closet kitchen.  We have developed it into somewhat of a real kitchen with a sink, refrigerator. 

PA: If you want another anecdotal truth about it.  Give Ross the kudos.  We wanted that room.  We were 
being told that we ----how can you use the word “bullied” in a church—we were told that we needed to 
be down in the old YAC room because it had “a kitchen and a serving bar.”  Those people didn’t have the 



vision.  Ross had the vision.  He knew that was a beautiful room.  He knew that it would accommodate—
We serve a maximum of 60 and that room can handle that. He went to bat for us---more than once.  
Since we’ve started and we did the Reception A and B, they have suggested moving us back down there.  
They don’t understand the thought process.  Right now we are comfortable.  We have learned how to 
work in our little bitty kitchen. 

PA:  The other thing about going to Reception Room A & B is that increases your numbers.  That’s not 
what we are.  This is for family and very close friends, and for example, Thursday, this week, sadly, there 
will be visitation in Reception A & B.  It is impossible to turn the room around that quickly.  We usually 
set up the day before because we don’t want to be rushed.  The day of we are just concentrating on 
having the food arrive and getting the meal prepared. 

PC:  And we are very interested in being in the church in a Sunday School room and making a nice 
presentation of our table.  We want it to be inviting and comfy for the family.  Until you have been 
touched by this, I think there are some people in this church that just don’t understand it, but once you 
have been touched by it, it is amazing how people respond. 

PA: You know when we started, I really had more in mind maybe a family where none of the adult kids 
lived here and it might even be a single elderly person and they would NEED to have it at the church. 
There wouldn’t be another place.  I have been touched by, I’m talking about long-time, large, Galloway 
families, who have chosen to have the meal at the church and it has meant so much to them. The 
Ridgeways, the Pattons, the Sigmans, I mean families that you might think would choose to go some 
place else—the Dennerys. I mean, I could go on and on.  It is one way it has brought the church family 
closer.  

MA: You, obviously, in the classroom had to renovate the closet to a kitchen and you had to get funding. 

PC: Memorials were earmarked to Mary and Martha.  And we put out a brochure and spoke to Sunday 
School classes and we have promoted it and we are now in the budget.  But first we promoted it strictly 
through memorials and the Mary and Martha teams are so giving—I mean they will do—We have the 
budget but usually they just do it.   

PA: Right.  And don’t get reimbursed. 

PC: And Jenny Slack helped us with our logo.  And we have aprons that we wear and that is very helpful 
in either location because it allows the family people to understand that these are the ladies of the Guild 
instead of is that Cousin Eddie over there. 

PA: Right. 

PC: I think I know her. Do I know her? No, we are from Galloway and we are part of your church team. 

PA: And J.R. did the construction of the shelves in our closet, which was very helpful.  This would never 
happened without Lee Smith.  Lee has been fabulous from the start.  Back to the Columbarium, the very 
same thing.  He’s been fabulous and in the kitchen he’s been so helpful to us.  They really only provide 
only water and coffee and ice, but— 

PC: We even have our own glasses now, so that they don’t have to bring glasses up.  (laugh) 

MA: Do you have a dishwasher? 



PC:  No, we do not.  But we have a hot water heater, a mini little hot water heater (laugh) and the ladies 
wash the dishes, hand dry them, and put them back in the cabinet.  

PA: Probably the hardest thing is we don’t have a disposal.  We have learned to scrape little piece off the 
plate and it works. 

PC: It works. And we know how many people we need to serve and how many we need to clean up and 
it has gotten to be a pretty well-oiled machine, the way the teams work. 

MA: Back.  How did you come to Mary Martha because you were laughing at these other names initially. 

PA:  Well, we did ask people for suggestions, and the St. James group is the Martha Guild, and somehow 
we decided that we wanted to be Mary and Martha.  

PC: And we are. I mean, looking at the personalities of our teams, we are Mary and Martha.  Then when 
we got ready to name the teams, we were going to have three teams, Pat and I made that decision and 
we were talking one day, and I can’t ever remember which one of us said it, “Well, we’ve got Mary and 
Martha, why not Lazarus? (laugh) So our teams are Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. And they rotate on a 
monthly basis.  We change the rotation each year so that the teams don’t have the same month every 
year. 

PA: I would like to say, in that light, that we had a meal on Christmas Eve, which Pat and Butch Cothern 
and Tom and Jane McCraney served— 

PC: It was Mrs. Ludlam. 

PA: Mrs. Ludlam—Helen Ludlam.  So we try to be available so people die every day of the year. But that 
is one of the reasons that they had to do it.  But we try to rotate so that you won’t have December every 
year for your team. 

MA: How many people are on a team? 

PA: Eight to ten 

PC: Probably about ten.  It averages about ten. 

MA: Is that enough?  Do you need more?  Do you try to recruit or --- 

PC: We are always recruiting. Because you can’t have too many people because people are mobile now, 
they travel. There are always conflicts.  And, as Pat said, you don’t plan ahead.  You don’t know when 
you are going to have a meal next week. You don’t know until two to three days before the meal so--- 

PA: Our next target would probably be between 25 to 45 women in the church.  I’m guilty of watching 
the Altar Guild all these years, because we are a branch of our Altar Guild, but we would like to get some 
of those young mothers and young women involved, even if they can only cook or maybe only come set 
up one day so that we can pass this down.  Really several of our members.  It’s a physical job.  It has 
become difficult for some of the --- 

PC: It is.  



PA: We had planned a beautiful recruiting party at Pat’s home. We were ready for it.  We had the ice 
storm. 

PC:  The food was done. Everything was done.  The flowers were done.  And I went out that morning and 
I called Pat and I said, I’m on Meadowbrook and I’m slipping all over Meadowbrook.  I think possibly we 
should cancel this party.  So that recruitment venture ended.  

PA: We’ve been so busy, we haven’t planned another one. But we will. 

MA: What else? Anything? 

PA: I don’t think so.  It has just been a blessing-- 

PC: It is a true blessing to me. Sometimes Butch will say, “Are you going to have another meal?”  I said, 
“This is one thing in the church that I CAN do.  I know how to do it and it is my pleasure to be a part of 
this ministry.”  He also says when you start opening up those certain ingredients who died (laugh) 

PA: Oh and the phone rings and it says Ammons on there who died. 

PA: We have a sort of a pasta salad that has become a staple—so it has brought us some happy  

MA: It is a real service.  

PA: Thank you for caring about the Mary Martha Guild. 

MA: Thank you.   

 

 

  

 

 

 


