
Oral History Interview with Muller Addkison 
By Don Fortenberry 
 
This is an interview for the Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church Oral History Project 
funded by the Mississippi Humanities Council.  The interview is with Muller Addkison, a long- 
time member of Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church, by Don Fortenberry, also a long 
time member of Galloway.   

Don Fortenberry:  This is an interview with Henry Muller Addkison, done at his home at 931  
Gillespie Street in Jackson on August 15, 2013.  Muller is a long time member of Galloway 
Memorial United Methodist Church, and this is part of the Oral History Project at the church.  
Muller, give us some information about your background.  I have heard you talk of it and it is 
fascinating. 

Muller Addkison: I use the middle name, given name, which my father used.  I’m named after 
him because I am a junior.  He was named in honor of his maternal grandfather, Henry Muller, 
the Anglicized name of Hienrich Muller. The Muller name in German is a very common German 
surname, which means the same as the English name, Miller. It is an occupational surname.   
 Henry Muller came to Jackson in the 1840’s from Bravaria.  He left with his parents. His 
mother died at sea, but his father survived and is buried in the old Greenwood cemetery here in 
Jackson. He had eloped with his boss’ daughter and he came with her, but she died after 
arriving in Jackson. So in the 1850’s, he was introduced to my German great grandmother, 
Marianna Rufenach on the steps of St. Peter’s Catholic Church here in Jackson.  That church 
caught fire and burned during the Civil War as the result of the burning of a Confederate 
uniform factory nearby, located where the new post office building is on South Street. In 1898 
my Presbyterian grandfather Addkison had to join the Catholic Church to get to marry my 
beautiful grandmother.  She would not marry a non-Catholic.  He was a very nominal Catholic.  
He remained one because she made him go to confessional and communion once a year in 
order to stay in good standing.   
 My father was not very much interested in organized religion and he married my 
mother in her Methodist Church in Crystal Springs in 1928.  He did not sign the papers with the 
Catholic church to rear the children as Catholic, so we were brought up as Methodists, and 
when I was born in January 1931, I was baptized as an infant at Galloway Memorial Methodist 
Church, as it was then.   
 Going back into my grandfather Wilson’s family:  The Wilsons were Methodist, and 
when he and my grandmother married in 1893, she had never been baptized.  She was brought 
up as a Scots-Irish Baptist in the New Zion community six miles west of Crystal Springs. My 
grandmother said at that time Baptists did not take baptism until one felt a special calling, and 
she had never felt the special call.  There were a lot of people in that church that had never 
been baptized. So she was baptized as a Methodist and joined the Methodist Church.  Two of 
her eight siblings married Episcopalian family members and became staunch Episcopalians. 
The rest stayed as Baptists, at least for a period of time.  
 My mother worked in Jackson for about three years as the cafeteria manager at Central 
High School.  She was taking voice lessons with the director of the choir at St. Andrew’s 



Episcopal Church, as it was then, a Mr. Slater, and she did not join or change her membership 
until she married.  When she married, she joined the bride’s class at Galloway and then it was 
named Bessie Shands Bible Class, and she remained a member of that class through the rest of 
her life until she died in 1990.  I visited the class several times and also played viola solos 
accompanying the hymn singing.  It was a very vibrant Bible class, one in which the members 
supported each other in times of emotional need like bereavements.  She and I, of course, were 
Methodists and my sister who is 12 years younger was also baptized at Galloway.  My sister and 
her husband, Dr. and Mrs. John L. Pendergrass, moved to Hattiesburg in 1975 and have been 
members of Main Street United Methodist Church in Hattiesburg since then. 
 
Don Fortenberry: May I ask you, with such a memory as this, to give us a sense of what Jackson 
was like during the period when you were young? 
 
Muller Addkison: Jackson was very small, but Jackson had started growing.  By the way, my 
great grandfather Addkison, Andrew Jackson Addkison, came here following his service in the 
Confederate Army.  He worked for the railroad, and my great grandmother died in a yellow 
fever epidemic in 1879.  There was a very bad one in 1878, and it was very bad in 1879. The 
following year, he loaded his family up in the wagon and they went off to a safe place 
somewhere in Kansas accompanied by a black family living on his place, and the two families 
went in tandem out to Kansas together.  I think this was a fascinating story, but he remained a 
worker on the railroad, ending up as a conductor. He was of a Presbyterian family and they 
stayed Presbyterian and they very much disapproved of my grandfather marrying a Catholic.  
There was a great deal of anti-Catholic feeling at that time.   

My father was a second son.  The first son died as an infant. So that is the cause of the 
naming in honor of the maternal grandfather—the old Southern custom, using the 
maternal grandfather’s name as a given name.  My father had one sibling, 11 years 
younger, who became a nun, a Sister of Mercy, and we laughed together that here was 
a Protestant nephew that had visited a lot of the convents in Mississippi and some in 
Louisiana where she was stationed and they moved more frequently even than 
Methodist ministers.  

 I have a great regard for the Sisters of Mercy.  There is a lot of their theology that I don’t 
accept, but I do accept their devotion to Christ. 
 
Don Fortenberry:  When you were born, Gillespie Street would have been on the northern 
edge of Jackson.  Is that correct? 
 
Muller Addkison: Not totally because it had been built out.  Even Woodland Hills had been built 
and some areas beyond in there.  But the street car line ended at the old insane asylum 
property where the University Medical Center is located now.  They needed to have a place 
where the servants could get back and forth and, incidentally, I recall being taken over to North 
State Street riding the streetcar downtown when I was about four years old because they 
replaced the streetcars with buses when I was four years old in 1935. That’s one of the 
interesting things, for years you could see the vestiges of the streetcar tracks.  During the 
Second World War drive for scrap metal, they tore up a lot of those for scrap metal. This was 



the northern end of town. We were one of the newer houses on Gillespie Street.  The only one 
that was newer than mine was the house across the street which was built in 1940. My house 
was built in 1931 right after I was born.  
 
Don Fortenberry: Tell us something you remember of the children’s program at Galloway when 
you were coming along. 
 
Mueller Addkison: Well, I started out in the nursery and stayed in Sunday School all through 
the high school period.  I had Miss Jenny May Tucker several times, one of the beloved late 
members – a dynamic person, and so that’s one of my fond memories.   We had some 
outstanding and very good teachers in the Sunday School program.  Of course, I went to the 
Daily Vacation Bible School in the summer.  Things like that. I found that the youth programs 
were sort of boring and I only went a time or two. I’m more of an intellectual bent and  they 
just seemed dull.  Of course the people who enjoyed them enjoyed them a lot.  It wasn’t until 
after I finished my army service on November 1, 1955 when I came back to Jackson that I was 
recruited to join a Young Adult Fellowship Class, which was a very live wire class. We had such a 
good time together that we actually had members of other churches of a similar age to come 
and join our class for a period of time.  The class lasted, probably, about 10 years and then as 
we aged, there was a battle with the church because they wanted us to give up the name and, 
surprisingly, the older members were the ones who were so very resistant to that.  There were 
some in their forties.  They wanted to use the name for the younger people coming along.  I 
was in my mid-twenties when I came out of the army, and I had gone another 10 years, and in 
my mid-thirties and the ones that were in their forties, they were the ones who didn’t want the 
name changed. I recall that.  
 I stopped going to Sunday School along about that period of time. I was sort of 
disgruntled about that and other things that were going on.  That was the beginning also of the 
very tense times in the church of the Civil Rights trouble.  I think in retrospect that the church 
leadership made mistakes in absolutely refusing to let African Americans come in to worship.  
We had always had them before that.  There were incidences of this movement toward hard 
and fast segregation. 
 
Don Fortenberry:  Explain that a little bit more.  In what fashion were African Americans 
involved at Galloway? 
 
Muller Addkison: They were not involved. The way they were involved is that we had black 
ministers, and maybe their wives would come in and usually sit on the edge of the balcony to 
hear good preaching.  Nobody ever thought much about that. They were greeted and 
welcomed. I saw this all through my childhood years that nobody thought anything wrong 
about it. But when we ran into hard and fast segregation. The lay leaders absolutely stopped 
them from coming in.  
 
Don Fortenberry:  Was this in the fifties? 
 



Muller Addkison:  The sixties.  In the Civil Rights struggle, in the sixties rather than in the fifties. 
I had already experienced some integration in the army with very highly qualified young African 
American officers I served with.  President Truman had brought that about.  A lot of us had had 
pleasant experiences with this and saw nothing wrong with it.  My observation is that I had 
college professors who said that they had associated with African Americans in northern 
universities. They said that generally people will associate only with other people of similar 
interests. They had enjoyed the contacts elsewhere, but they were not allowed to have it here. 
Its true that you would not have similar interests.  The average laborer you and I are going to 
have contacts with, but with people of good education you could enjoy more. More and more 
we are seeing that.  We went through the period where we ran into the situation of Dr. Selah’s 
resignation when the lay leaders absolutely refused to let African Americans enter.   He did not 
feel like he wanted to be the head minister at a church that did this.  So then the Bishop had to 
quickly find someone to take his place.  We lost half the membership at Galloway during that 
period of time, from somewhere about 4500 to down to around 2000 and something along the 
level that we have now.  We actually lost a lot of people in my age range because they went off 
to other churches.  In my high school senior class of Central High School of 1949 there were 
almost 50 of us that were in the baccalaureate service, and you don’t have that many today.   
Gradually with the emphasis on getting younger members all that has been changing in recent 
years in Galloway church—a demographic thing.  
  
Don Fortenberry:  Now you are talking about 50 Galloway members that were in your class? 
 
Muller Addkison:  Yes.  Well, there were two or three that were not.  I know of one or two that 
were members of First Presbyterian, but they were coming to Sunday School at Galloway and 
they took part in our baccalaureate service.  I could pull out the high school records where I’ve 
got that and look back over the names. 
 
Don Fortenberry:  Is there anything about this period with Dr. Selah or Dr. Cunningham that 
you’d like to talk about.  
 
Muller Addkison: Well, Cunningham came in and in some ways I felt like he was a mistaken 
appointment, because he told people that he was not going to foster integration at the church 
and he ended up telling other people that he was.  That was a mistake.  I felt like he was 
dishonest in that regard.  And people began to lose respect for that.  I was in the balcony at his 
final sermon and he was telling about all the suburban Methodist churches that he had helped 
get started and someone nearby mentioned Riverside Independent Methodist Church which 
was all formed by Galloway members.  My mother had very good friends that left her Sunday 
School class and tried to get her to go and she said no, we are going to stay at Galloway.  So it 
was one of those things that he did was to say, “If you don’t like it, leave.”  Very blunt. Instead 
of saying, “Please stay here and work with us.”  And he even told my mother that.  “Dr. 
Cunningham, I’m going to outlast you here.  I’m going to be here when you are transferred 
somewhere else.”  And she was.  This was one of those things that I felt like there should have 
been someone better to have handled this.  
 



Don Fortenberry:  I’d like to go back to something.  I was curious as I thought about this 
interview what you might remember about the way World War II affected Galloway. 
 
Muller Addkison:  Well, we had a number of young men, sons of the members, who were off in 
the service.  Every year for the memorials the Cavett family has a memorial for the young 
Cavett Lieutenant.   I forget his first name: Virginia Cavett’s older brother, (Virginia Hogan). He’s 
one that they kept coming forward when we have had veteran’s recognition day for the last 
two or three years, which is a very good thing for the church to do --- standing up if anybody 
has lost somebody; the Cavett relatives will acknowledge that.  Another thing that will happen a 
young man will be engaged to a Galloway member and also get leave before they anticipate it 
so the weddings would have to be rushed up in three or four day’s time.   Several years ago I 
was on the official Board of Stewards and they brought forth a new policy about having to have 
counseling and there is a delay involved and I said “If you get in a war time situation, you may 
have to go ahead and perform the weddings when the young men are available.” They didn’t 
like the idea, but this is something I recall because mother had one good friend whose 
daughter’s fiancé got leave, he wasn’t going to get any more time, and he was going to be 
shipped overseas and their planning two or three days later and I recall plainly on leaving the 
church this friend told mother, “Oh, I’m so glad that you are one of the few that came because 
it had to be so rushed up.”  Well, Mother had known she would have been invited, but she 
made a special effort to attend because of all these rushed conditions.   
 I don’t remember any of those who lost their lives.  I know at St. Andrews there are 
plaques for those who gave their lives in the service of the country.  And maybe that is 
something perhaps that the church should have done in the past. I don’t know whether the 
church records will indicate that or not.  Of course, a lot of heart aches for people overseas who 
were in harm’s way.    My father was too old to go so we were not involved in that.  I had an 
older first cousin who was married to a young navy doctor and he was on ship duty on a 
hospital ship but not in the degree of danger as anyone else, but really relatives of ours were 
not in the service in World War II, the greatest generation.  
 
Don Fortenberry:  Let’s talk about the facilities at Galloway.   
 
Muller Addkison: There was the sanctuary building and the Sunday School classes were behind 
it in the original 1915 building. I recall one thing that they said. If they ever had extra space, 
they needed more restroom facilities because between Sunday School and church even in front 
of the men’s room, the men lined up outside the one toilet, and women were way down the 
hall on the basement floor. So when they built the first addition in 1952 they took care of that 
problem. So that was one of the improvements.  And interestingly, in recent years I was on a 
committee overseeing some of the renovations.  There was a request for family restrooms. I 
had not ever thought about that. The church has done a very good job of handicap accessibility.  
The request came originally from spouses needing to go in and assist their spouse.  But, of 
course, they are primarily used by families taking care of small children. I thought that was 
interesting.  And now in airports, I see unisex handicap restrooms.  
 



Don Fortenberry:  Can you say something about what the area was like to the north of the 
sanctuary? 
 
Muller Addkison:    Yes.  There were two houses and then the old original Carnegie library 
where the Methodist Headquarters building, the Conference building, which Galloway now has 
to convert to Grace Place.  The pastor lived in the house next door to the Carnegie library and I 
recall there was a white two story house with columns out front.  This house next door to the 
church  was a white frame building which we had used for Sunday School classrooms through 
high school and college age.  
 
Don Fortenberry:  How long did the pastor stay in the building which you describe?  Who was 
the last pastor to use that house? 
 
Muller Addkison: That I don’t know because they bought the house in Belhaven Heights that 
Dr. Selah lived in for so many years. During the Second World War that house had been used by 
the Commandant of the Dutch air training facility out at Hawkins field.  Princess Juliane later 
became Queen of the Netherlands.  Wilhemina was queen of the Netherlands, and this was her 
daughter.  Anyway, the church bought the parsonage, because you see, they were getting ready 
to build the educational building to the north.  When the 1952 building was constructed, those 
two houses were torn down to make the space.  
 
Don Fortenberry:   I see.  
 
Muller Addkison:  The chapel was built, too, at that time, in 1952. 
 
Don Fortenberry:  So that the Galloway house was, of course, across the street. 
 
Muller Addkison:  It had been there. 
 
Don Fortenbery:   Who was living in the house at that time? 
 
Muller Addkison:  Mrs. E.H. Galloway was living there with her son, Charles B. Galloway, who 
taught physics at Millsaps for many years.  I had him for physics the one year I went to Millsaps.  
A very wonderful teacher.   He lived there until he died; then the family inherited it, and later 
sold it to the law firm that did a beautiful job of restoring it.  
 
Don Fortenberry:  So Mrs. Galloway was living there up until when? 
 
Muller Addkison:  I don’t remember.  I used to see her coming to church.  Interestingly, she had 
a nephew here, who is an Episcopal priest, Reverend David Johnson.  She was a Johnson and 
she had a brother living here with his wife who were David’s grandparents, who were members 
of Galloway.  David tells me—David lives four doors up the street—that he would worship at 
Galloway.  His mother’s family in Meridian were Episcopalians so he was brought up as an 
Episcopalian and became an Episcopalian priest.  He is the Episcopal bishop’s assistant with the 



title of Canon to the Ordinary.  He is a very friendly, wonderful person who said that he went to 
Galloway many times in his childhood when visiting the Johnson grandparents in Jackson.  That 
was that connection in that way.  
 
Don Fortenberry:   You are a fine musician.  I’d like to address that part of your life.  As a violist, 
who is a longtime member of the Jackson Symphony and now the Metropolitan Chamber 
Orchestra, I am interested in knowing how your musical ability was utilized at Galloway. 
 
Muller Addkison:  During the time when Mary Taylor Sigman was organist and Ken Roberts was 
the music director and choir director, they had me two or three times a year to play 
along with the choir at Galloway.  When Ken retired from that, his successor wasn’t interested 
in using anybody but Symphony musicians.  I was no longer in the Symphony.  I played for 
Mother’s Sunday School class several times all through my years and later years maybe a 
couple of times a year and then with successive music directors at Galloway. We got one in 
(and I forget his name), that was interested in having some kind of small church orchestra.  We 
practiced maybe once a week and people would show up and I was the only string player who 
would come regularly. It became mostly a wind and brass group and finally it just went by the 
wayside.  There wasn’t enough interest.  We had only two or three other string players that 
were interested.  Some just weren’t interested in getting involved in that.   
 But in connection with that, I had brought this out:  except for this year, I have played 
for about ten or twelve years with the Mississippi Baptist Symphony Orchestra of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention. They do four concerts a year in Baptist churches, where they 
have arranged for this.  They have a very fine retired band conductor, David Young, who was at 
Jones County Junior College for many years.   
  What we do in that is go in and rehearse on Sunday afternoon for two or three hours 
and play at the evening service.  It is playing orchestral arrangements of familiar hymns, and 
there is a narration before each one giving the scriptural and Biblical and historical background 
of that hymn.  It is very enthusiastically received.   Because of my health problems this year, I 
had to back out.  This Sunday afternoon, August 18, they are playing at Main Street Baptist 
Church out from Hattiesburg.  I am just missing that. I did go earlier this year to play at the one 
in Ocean Springs, but I haven’t been able to play since then.  We have players who come from 
Baptist churches all over the state including several from coastal Alabama.  We need string 
players very badly because in a big band you need strings.   We have sort of given up on that 
idea, but at Galloway we do have one very fine violinist, Christine Knupp playing solos.  
  But getting back into my musical interest.  I am very interested in various kinds of 
classical music.  I have played for more than forty seasons in Jackson Symphony.   They went 
professional and fired me.  Before that we had started a Metropolitan Chamber Orchestra.  This 
upcoming season there will be its thirtieth season.  So we have lasted.  I have played several 
seasons for the Mississippi State Symphony.  I retired from that several years ago. The 
concentrated rehearsal schedule made my arthritic shoulders ache too much.  But I have 
enjoyed the last eleven years going to chamber music workshops.  Last year I went to four: 
Texas Hill Country and Fort Worth.  I played a week in Denver and in Little Rock  
in string quartets. 
 



Don Fortenberry:  Could we address your love of opera?  I was interested if there was any way 
that was addressed at Galloway? 
 
Muller Addkison:  I enjoy high quality singing.  I enjoy very fine organ playing, too. The beautiful 
choral singing is always a pleasure on Sunday morning.  I tell Bob Knupp, Galloway organist, my 
only ongoing criticism is that the postludes don’t last long enough.   
 I have been in bygone years very active on the Mississippi Opera board serving as 
treasurer and president and chairman of the board, and later they elected me treasurer again.  
We have a lot of support of the arts from Galloway members.  Once some years ago the 
Symphony rehearsal was at the same time we were doing an instrumental accompaniment at 
Galloway.  First Baptist asked for the change.  I took the Symphony roster of contributors and 
took a red pen and marked the companies that were controlled by Galloway members, and the 
individuals on the list were about a third of the whole thing that were from our congregation.  I 
told the Symphony manager, “You talk about an important church, I want you to see that 
Galloway is an important church for the Jackson Symphony Orchestra.”  They were astounded 
because we were not making a lot of waves and noise like the First Baptist Church.  You have to 
take up for your rights.  We didn’t have another conflict.  
 
Don Fortenberry:  If you can recall, what period of time are you talking about where Galloway 
members controlled such a significant support of the arts?  Sixties?  
 
Muller Addkison:   Well, I was in---this was sometime in the maybe early seventies. 
One year runs into another year when this happened.  Clay Lee was singing the tenor role of 
Saint John in the Bach Passion.  There was just a small orchestra, but the Symphony had to shift 
rehearsal to take care of First Baptist.  They shifted it to the night that Galloway was having its 
performance because First Baptist wanted that time. This is the type of thing that happened, 
but I am sure it was in the early seventies when it took place.   Well, it was true all along.  It has 
always been true that the members of Galloway have been big supporters of the arts--artistic  
performances of one kind or another.   The Metropolitan Chamber Orchestra that I play in is a 
volunteer group.  We pay the conductor and the concert master and soloist---not a whole lot.  It 
is a low budget operation. I contribute to it and the bulk of support is coming from several 
players.  We gradually built it up, and we have a very fine conductor who is a professional 
trumpeter in the Mississippi Symphony, Wayne Linehan.  We are very pleased with him; he’s 
been there for a dozen years.  For instance, he’s employed at our pleasure but if anybody tried 
to fire him, we would lose everybody else. 
 
 Don Fortenberry: What Galloway preachers have had an impact on you? 
 
Muller Addkison:  Well, Dr. Selah was very important. We had others since then.  We have liked 
almost all of the preachers that we have had.  
  But Rev. Sam Morris III gave me special intellectual interest, particularly in seminars and 
study groups, because of the study of the development of Christianity out of Judaism. The 
people that he brought in and nobody since then has done that kind of thing.  I am very fond of 
archeological study tours, not necessarily religious, but there are various insights that he 



brought forth from the people that he brought in. One was an Orthodox rabbi, a natural born 
American, who was at a kibbutz in Israel, who was here speaking to us on Sunday morning.  He 
said that his friends had said, “Why do you like speaking to the Christians so much?  They are 
outside our regular religion?”  He said, “Bear in mind they have spread the word of the Torah 
worldwide which we have been unwilling to do.”  I thought that was a very interesting 
observation, you see.  His wife was from Memphis, and he had a brother-in-law that claimed 
that he was the only Jewish farmer in Mississippi.  Somewhere there is another one I know, but 
that is the problem about claiming to be the “only thing.”  
 
Don Fortenberry: What emphases that are the part of the life at Galloway now were not 
present in the thirties, forties and even fifties, which is a way of understanding the evolution of 
the congregation? 
 
Muller Addkison:  Well, high quality services.  And, by the way, the children’s period is an 
important addition.  Sometimes I think it lasts a little too long, and it is difficult to hear what the 
children respond, unless it is repeated by the person running it.  I think that is very important. 
More emphasis on communion in recent times.  It used to be just two or three times a year 
and, of course, at the early service you have it every Sunday morning, but, I’ve had two or three 
ladies on the Altar Guild claim that they don’t want to have to deal with it every Sunday 
morning. It ties them down too much and makes it a burden. But I think having it fairly regularly 
is important part of Christianity.  Another thing, and this has been commented on, is more use 
of liturgical responses and things like that.  And rising for the reading of the Gospel. 
And the responses, “Thanks be to God.” At the end of reading of the word of God, “Thanks be 
to God.” And then when the Gospel is read “This is the word of our Lord, Thanks to you Lord 
Christ” as a response.  This shows respect for the scripture and is a part of worship. It is like Sam 
Morris said at one time, “one of the unfortunate things that happened during the Protestant 
Reformation was the loss of liturgy as an element of our worship.”  The Anglican Church has 
kept it pretty well, but a lot of the others didn’t.   The Lutheran church has some. 
 
Don Fortenberry:  Has there been in your mind significant change over the years in Galloway’s 
involvement outside the church?  
 
Muller Addkison:  Yes, all of the many things, such as Stewpot, Voice of Calvary.  Well, of 
course, Bethlehem Center was there in my childhood, even before that.  The Brown School 
project, taking part in some of the Habitat for Humanity projects and, of course,  the foreign 
mission trips of one kind or another.  
 
Don Fortenberry:  When you were a youth, involvements like that were not common? 
 
Muller Addkison: Not as much.  Very little, actually.   You had people who were official 
missionaries who were Women’s…er…Christian… 
 
Don Fortenberry: Women’s Society of Christian Service--  
 



Muller Addkison: Gave money for missions.  That was one of the big blowups during the Civil 
Right Era:  when they found out the national was using the foreign mission money to support 
Civil Rights workers coming into the south.  They felt like that was a dishonorable, dishonest 
type of thing to do – to take money that was supposed to be used for one purpose and to use it 
for another.   Of course, they were very much against agitation anyway.  My mother’s Sunday 
School class stopped contributions because everybody disapproved of the diversion of the 
funds. A lot of things like that went on.  In other words, at the national level they felt like they 
were doing the right thing.  If they had had an appeal for a special fund, they probably could 
have raised the money when it would have been available quickly.  
  Interestingly, some years ago in my Kiwanis Club we had a talk by a young Presbyterian 
minister out from Clinton—he later got a much larger church back up north— he was on the 
Presbyterian Church USA’s foreign relief committee and they had gone to study famines in 
Africa and so I asked him afterwards, I said, “Do you get much support from the Methodist 
Church?” and he said that it is one of our best supporters  and they keep reserve funds 
available from the One Great Hour of Sharing so they can quickly step in and make money 
available when the others have to go out and start raising it. I thought that was an interesting 
observation.  
 Interestingly, he said, “Don’t give to these TV solicitations because the fund raising costs 
are so high.  He said give to the church raising groups.  If you are a Catholic, give to Catholic 
Charities.  The Lutheran Church have their own fund and they operate on a worldwide basis.  All 
of those are legitimate and the fund raising costs are only one or two percent, which is rock 
bottom.  He said that frequently when they get the food their transportation costs can be 
twenty five percent, a fairly large amount. He kept emphasizing that, so that is why I asked him 
about his support from the Methodist Church and he praised it very highly.  Now of course this 
goes back about twenty years ago that he told me that, but I am sure the same pattern is true.  
At one time Galloway was very proud that for several years in a row they gave the most to One 
Great Hour of Sharing.   
 
Don Fortenberry: I remember hearing about that.  You attended Millsaps in 1949-50.  In your 
memory, how closely was Millsaps connected to Galloway in the thirties, forties, fifties? 
 
Muller Addkison: We had much more attendance from Millsaps students during all that period 
of time until I think about when the Civil Rights struggle ended and there was a change in 
attitude among college students anyway that I detected.   You had Millsaps professors who 
were members of Galloway, and you saw them regularly.  My feeling is that there has not been 
as much participation by Millsaps professors in recent years nor am I aware of very many of the 
college students coming because they may do what I did. When cars became widely available 
people go home to their home towns.   
 When I was a student at Mississippi State for three years, the first year I didn’t have a 
car with any regularity (they’d lend me one about every third or fourth week).  When I caught 
rides home to Jackson almost every weekend with friends, I went to church at Galloway then 
and went back on Sunday evening. There were a few times I went to the First Methodist Church 
in Starkville and, interestingly, when I was in the army in El Paso, I attended the Trinity 
Methodist Church where the O’Neals went and Asbury Methodist Church.  After a number of 



years, in 2008, when I came back  through there, I wanted to revisit El Paso, I could not find 
Asbury and I think that it disappeared when they had to tear everything out to build I-10 
through the city.  But Trinity was very much there in downtown El Paso and it was now called 
First Trinity United Methodist Church because there was a First Methodist Church that would 
have been torn out when the interstate highway went through.   I started to go to church there, 
but I needed to get home, and I did not take the time to go to church.  I am sorry now that I did 
not do that, but nonetheless, that’s a connection about going to church.   But I think that the 
lack of attendance that I know of from Millsaps students is that they are going home to their 
home churches--if they go to church.   
 
Don Fortenberry:  Muller, are there any memories or experiences related to Galloway that 
you’d like to add to what we’ve talked about? 
 
Muller Addkison:   Yes, I remember as a child I don’t know that the inside of the church had 
ever been painted.  It was sort of a dull cream color with a sort of a varnish over the pilaster 
and they repainted it.  The walls were very light green, and the trim was a very light pink. It 
nearly caused a split in the church, some people disliked it so.  Then there was a change while I 
was in the army.  When I came home on leave, I heard about this.  They had a color consultant 
and he said that this is such a big building, a big auditorium, you need to have a more intimate 
feel.  So the church was painted.  The walls were painted a deep, rich red, sort of rust red with a 
light gray trim.  They had a committee to approve this in advance.   Then when people walked 
in, they were shocked.  One lady said, “I felt like I was going into a night club.”  In a way, I liked 
it better than the light, but I was told that after the last repainting the television station 
consultant advised us to go even lighter because you would get better quality on television, 
which is very important.  
  I was on the board at the time that Clay Lee, the pastor, first proposed this and he 
brought out an interesting statistic that based on the reports by the ministerial alliances in the 
state that on an average weekend there were about four hundred thousand people in worship 
in churches, and that amounted to sixteen percent of the population.  You’d think in the Bible 
Belt it would be a whole lot higher.  He said you can reach others by television.  Of course, it’s 
horrible in Europe and Britain where only two percent attend church.    
 With the Mississippi Baptist Symphony Orchestra about six years ago, I went to their 
Southern Baptist Convention, housed in Indianapolis.  We sat there and listened to the talk and 
played in between.  There was the head of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Canada.  A long time they debated whether to go outside the borders of the United States, and 
he said they needed more evangelism in Canada.  We are getting as bad as Europe.  He said the 
church attendance in Canada now is only five percent.  A lot of interesting things were 
overheard.  I was with a group.  The First Baptist Church of Jackson took their enormous choir.  
They were the main choir for that, and we were there and money was raised.   They brought 
this forward:  We had to pay for our hotel bills, but they had a chartered bus for us.  I had 
known the people and went along.  First Baptist Church of Jackson thought we didn’t have 
enough string players so they had employed about eight very good professional string players, 
two cellists, two viola players and four violinists.   They helped us a great deal. 
  



Don Fortenberry:  Thank you, Muller, so very much.  This has been absolutely fascinating. 
 
 
  
 

 


